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NEW DELHI: Indian commandos carried out
a series of lightning strikes yesterday along
the de facto border with Pakistan in
Kashmir, provoking furious charges of
“naked aggression” from its nuclear-armed
neighbor. Amid anger in India over a recent
deadly assault on one of its army bases in
Kashmir, officials said troops had conducted
“surgical strikes” several kilometers inside
the Pakistan-controlled side of the disputed
territory to prevent attacks being planned
on major Indian cities. The strikes aimed at
“neutralizing the terrorists” had caused
“multiple casualties”, according to the
Indian officials.

Pakistan said two of its soldiers had been
killed and nine more wounded in what it
described as small arms fire but dismissed
the claims of surgical strikes as an “illusion”
designed to whip up “media hype”.
Lieutenant General Ranbir Singh, the direc-
tor-general of military operations,
announced news of the strikes in New
Delhi-which sent shares on the Indian stock
market sliding nearly two percent. “Some

terrorist teams had positioned themselves
at launchpads along the Line of Control,”
Singh told reporters, describing the intelli-
gence information as “very specific and
credible”.

“The Indian army conducted surgical
strikes last night at these launchpads.
Significant casualties have been caused to
these terrorists and those who are trying to
support them. “The operations aimed at
neutralizing the terrorists have since
ceased.” Singh said the decision to launch
the strikes had been taken after the military
determined the launchpads had been set
up with “an aim to carry out infiltration and
terrorist strikes in Jammu and Kashmir and
various other metros in our country.” A sen-
ior government source said commandos
flown in by helicopter carried out the strikes
some way across the unofficial border
known as the Line of Control (LoC).

“The ops started sometime after mid-
night and ended early morning. They were
conducted two-three kilometers across the
LoC,” the source told AFP on condition of

anonymity. “Seven launchpads were target-
ed. The defence minister himself monitored
the ops and the Indian side did not suffer
any casualties.”

‘Naked aggression’ 
The Pakistani military however played

down the scale of the strikes. “There has been
no surgical strike by India, instead there had
been cross border fire initiated and conduct-
ed by India,” it said in a statement. “As per
rules of engagement same was strongly and
befittingly responded by Pakistani troops.” In
a statement from his office, Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif “strongly condemned
the unprovoked and naked aggression of
Indian forces”. Defense Minister Khawaja Asif
said two Pakistani soldiers killed and nine
wounded by what he characterized as “small
weapon fire”. Tensions between the two arch
rivals have been boiling since the Indian gov-
ernment accused Pakistan-based militants of
launching an assault on an army base in
Kashmir earlier this month that killed 18 sol-
diers. —AFP

Pakistan fury after India 
launches Kashmir strikes
Risk of escalation between nuclear-armed neighbors

NEW DELHI: In this handout photograph released yesterday, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (fourth left)
chairs a Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) meeting in New Delhi over alleged Pakistani ceasefire violations
at the Line of Control in the disputed Kashmir region jointly administered by India and Pakistan. —AFP

NEW DELHI: A timeline of events in the disputed Himalayan region of
Kashmir, as tensions between nuclear-armed India and Pakistan escalate
over the territory:

1947-1949: Partition 
The partition of the South Asian subcontinent in August 1947 upon

independence from British colonial rule leads to the foundation of the two
nations of India, which has a Hindu majority, and Muslim-majority
Pakistan. In December India and Pakistan go to war over the Muslim-
majority state of Kashmir, whose Hindu ruler decides to join secular India
rather than Muslim Pakistan. The war ends with the region divided
between India and Pakistan along the Line of Control (LoC), which neither
side agrees is the official border.

1965: Second India-Pakistan war 
In September 1965 a full-scale India-Pakistan war over Kashmir ends

inconclusively after a ceasefire brokered by the Soviet Union. Tensions rise
again in December 1989 when a Muslim uprising breaks out against Indian
rule in Indian Kashmir, inflaming tensions with Pakistan. New Delhi impos-
es direct rule. From the mid-1990s the rebels are joined by foreign
jihadists, mainly Arabs, Afghans and Pakistanis.

In a sign of the high stakes, in 1998 both India and Pakistan carry out
tests of nuclear weapons, which both states now possess. Then in April
1999 infiltrators from Pakistan raid Indian Kashmir’s Kargil sector, sparking
a six-week conflict, leading to the deaths of 1,000 combatants on both

sides. The battle ends under US pressure.

2001-2002: Renewed tensions 
A new series of attacks in 2001 and 2002 lead to a new mobilization of

Indian and Pakistani troops at the de-facto border. In November 2003
Pakistan declares a unilateral ceasefire along the Line of Control, leading to
an inconclusive peace process the following year.

2006-2008: “Terrorism”
In July 2006 bomb blasts on commuter trains kill 174 people in India’s

financial capital of Mumbai. Police blame pro-Pakistan militant group
Lashkar-e-Taiba.  Then, in November 2008 a devastating attack by Islamic
militants on Mumbai that leaves 166 people dead causes a new crisis in
India-Pakistan relations.

2016: New upsurge in violence 
New outbursts of violence in Indian Kashmir have on several occasions

hindered the fragile peace process. On September 18, 2016, the deadly
assault on an army base in Kashmir near to the border kills 18 soldiers, in
what is the worst rebel attack in the region for 15 years. On September 27,
India pulls out of a key regional summit planned for Pakistan in November,
after accusing Pakistan-based militants of the Jaish-e-Mohammad group
of launching the attack. Yesterday Indian commandos carry out a series of
lightning strikes along the border with Pakistan in Kashmir, provoking furi-
ous charges of “naked aggression” from Pakistan. —AFP

Kashmir: A history of division and dispute

Five questions on 
India’s face off with 
Pakistan in Kashmir

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan responded with fury yesterday
after India said it had carried out “surgical strikes” along
the Line of  Control dividing the disputed territory of
Kashmir, as tensions soar between the rival nuclear pow-
ers. Here are five things to know about the conflict.

Why is Kashmir disputed?
Muslim-majority Kashmir has been divided between

Pakistan and Hindi-majority India since the end of British
colonial rule in 1947 — but both claim it in full and two of
their three wars have been fought over it. Rebel groups are
fighting for independence of the Indian-administered por-
tion of the region or its merger with Pakistan. Besides the
thorny question of religion, the conflict is exacerbated by
Kashmir’s status as a regional water tower: the mountain-
ous area feeds the Indus river essential for agriculture in
both countries. An insurgency broke out in 1989 and tens
of thousands of people have died since, most of them civil-
ians.

Why are tensions flaring now?
Ceasefire violations along the Line of Control are not

uncommon. But the killing in July of a popular young rebel
leader in a gun battle with Indian soldiers has led to the
worst unrest since 2010 on the Indian side.  Security
experts and India’s government accuse Pakistan of send-
ing militants across the line to further destabilize the terri-
tory. On September 18, 18 soldiers were killed in a raid on
an Indian army base near the town of Uri.  It was the worst
such attack in more than a decade and tensions soared-
but while India swiftly blamed a Pakistani militant group,
Islamabad denied any role. 

Is Kashmir an isolated issue?
No. Pakistan’s Balochistan province has been hit by sec-

tarian violence and a years-long separatist insurgency
which the Pakistani military has repeatedly claimed is “ter-
rorism” promoted by hostile states such as India.  Pakistan,
on the other hand, is widely believed to carry out asym-
metric warfare by using militant proxies to launch assaults
in India, such as the Mumbai attack in 2008. 

In Afghanistan the rivalry spills out into the internation-
al arena.  India is one of Afghanistan’s biggest internation-
al donors and has been a key supporter of the Afghan gov-
ernment. Pakistan, the historic backer of the Taleban, has
long been accused of supporting insurgents in the coun-
try.  Analysts point to the threat of a “proxy war” in
Afghanistan between India and Pakistan.

What does the rest of the world think?
Kashmir, caught between two nuclear powers, is often

described as one of the world’s biggest flashpoints. But to
many it remains a bilateral issue-unable to ignite global
attention on the level of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
despite the parallels.  “In Kashmir, people are fueled by
local grievances-namely, the brutalities inflicted on them
by Indian security forces,” says analyst Michael Kugelman
at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington.

“They don’t have much interest in the more global
objectives of international terror groups like Al-Qaeda and
ISIS,” he says, citing failed efforts by Al-Qaeda’s South Asia
affiliate to recruit Kashmiris. And, while Muslims suffering
abuses at the hands of Hindu security forces could make
for a compelling Islamist narrative, Kugelman also argues
there is little evidence jihadists use the conflict as a recruit-
ing tool elsewhere.

What happens next?
Pakistan and India have been here before, and likely

will again-but for now, despite hype in the media and
online, both must act with restraint, analysts say. Pakistani
defense analyst Shaukat Qadir, a retired army brigadier,
said he doubts hostilities will go much further.  “Actually
India knows very well that if it did something, Pakistan
would respond in some way, and gradually these incidents
would turn into an escalation and nobody would be able
to control it,” he says. —AFP
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