
More gumption: 
Fans urge Trump to 

up debate game
COUNCIL BLUFFS, United States: It’s 10 days to America’s
next presidential debate, but some of Donald Trump’s most
ardent admirers agree: he must do better-focus more on
policy, and hit Hillary Clinton harder.

Most mainstream political analysts gave Democrat
Clinton, the 68-year-old former first lady, senator and secre-
tary of state the upper hand in this week’s television clash
watched by 84 million. The Republican billionaire insists
otherwise. But even some of his die-hard fans agreed at a
rally in Iowa Wednesday that he could do better on October
9 in St Louis, Missouri. “I think he needs more gumption,”
said retired waitress Martha Killion, 74, in the town of
Council Bluffs, separated by just a river from the neighbor-
ing Nebraska. “I can’t believe he that he did not come back
and attack her,” she said, recalling the 90-minute slog in
which Clinton landed a series of punches on her opponent
that left Trump floundering toward the end.

The New York Times reported that campaign advisers,
concerned that his focus and objectives had “dissolved”
during the debate, plan to drill him on crucial answers, facts
and counterattacks for next time. Iowa supporters agree,
recommending he focus more on policy, press home his
position as the candidate of change and skewer Clinton
over her vulnerabilities.

‘Hated to see that’   
“I think he did OK. But I think there were a lot of other

things he should have brought up,” said retiree Larry Storer
from Nebraska. He reeled them off: the Clintons’ past,
defense, i l legal immigration, the refugee crisis and
Benghazi, where Republicans say Clinton should have done
more to prevent a deadly attack on the US consulate in
2012. “He kinda took the bait a couple of times, I hated to
see that. But then I think he did handle himself well on some
of the other issues,” said Storer’s wife, Carol, a retired phone
company worker.

“I think if he just stays on focus and doesn’t take the bait
he’s going to be OK,” she added. But if Trump showed
uncharacteristic restraint on Monday in New York he has
since reverted to attack-dog mode, lashing Clinton as
“crooked Hillary,” corrupt, “incompetent” and failure.

Trump’s entire campaign has been about dishing insults:
not just against the country’s would-be first female com-
mander-in-chief, but about anyone who gets in his way:
female journalists, Mexicans, illegal immigrants, Muslims
and just about every political opponent.

But it is unclear how much television debate perform-
ance really matters-either at the ballot box on November 8
or among voters already convinced that Trump is their man.

The prospect of Clinton in the White House is enough to
put to bed any lingering doubts about a Trump presidency
or a less than stellar performance at the podium against a
far more experienced politician.

‘Pray hard’    
Neck-and-neck in the national polls, the Republican is

nonetheless ahead in Iowa on 42.8 percent to 37.8 percent
for Clinton, according to RealClearPolitics poll average.
Supporters at Wednesday’s rally at the Mid-America Center-
in a side room not the much larger auditorium-said he was
their only choice on November 8 given how much they
despise Clinton.

“You could have 15 AK47s at my head, and I would not
vote for that evil, treasonous should-be-in-prison Clinton,”
said 51-year-old chef Cynthia McKinney from Bellevue,
Nebraska. “Some of his facial expressions,” she trailed off. “I
don’t know how I want to put it, he needs to stop doing
that, I think that angers people, and it makes him not look
so presidential.”

But although Trump is the most nationally unpopular US
presidential candidate in modern US history, Clinton is a
close second. She polls badly on trustworthiness. Her cam-
paign has been buffeted by scandal over Benghazi, her use
of a private email server as secretary of state; and few
Americans believe she cares about people like them.

Killion, the retired waitress, had simple words of advice
for the Manhattan tycoon come October 9. “Pray hard,” she
said. “I think she gets under his skin. I think that prayer
would protect him and he would do a good job for our
country.” —AFP
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WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN: US Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at
the County Expo Center on Wednesday. —AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: The gunning down in broad
daylight of a Rio city council candidate ahead
of nationwide municipal elections is stoking
fears that Brazil’s already toxic politics are head-
ed into dangerous new territory. The main
headline from Sunday’s polls is expected to be
the hammering of the leftist Workers’ Party,
which many here blame for Brazil’s punishing
recession and sprawling corruption scandals.

Already reeling from the impeachment of
former president Dilma Rousseff and her
replacement by center-right rival Michel
Temer, the once dominant Workers’ Party
looks set to lose a slew of local seats, including
the mayor of Brazil’s biggest city Sao Paulo. But
analysts say that a recent spate of killings
points to a darker political shift in Rio, the sec-
ond biggest city in Latin America’s leading
economy, as police-linked militias muscle in.

Candidate Marcos Vieira de Souza, nick-
named Falcon, was murdered Monday while
campaigning for the rightwing Progressive
Party in Madureira, northern Rio, by masked
shooters. His execution-style slaying remains
unsolved but Brazilian analysts and media
quickly linked it to militia activity. De Souza,
who headed one of Rio’s biggest and richest
carnival samba schools, was also a police offi-
cer and had been cleared of militia-related
charges back in 2011.

Another candidate for municipal govern-
ment-Jose Ricardo Guimaraes, who headed a
private security firm-was shot dead the previ-
ous day at a rally in Itaborai, also in metropoli-
tan Rio. They were among 15 candidates or
politicians murdered in and around Rio over
the last 10 months, according to police.

“We’re seeing a series of murders in north-
ern Rio suburbs that are a new phenomenon
and everything points to a link with political

conflicts,” Michel Misse, an expert in security at
Rio Federal University, said.

Militia ‘taxes’?   
While Brazil’s bloody drugs gangs are well

known, the militias have a far more shadowy
presence. Comprised of former or rogue police
officers, the militias operate like death squads
against criminals and run protection rackets.

While their main activity has been in bat-
tling gangs, the militias have also long tried to
extend their influence into the political sphere.
Those efforts now appear to be evolving into a
new strategy. Leading newspaper O Globo
reported on Wednesday that Rio militias were
seizing Sunday’s elections as a way to expand
business while influencing the vote.

Gangs have informed candidates that they
must pay an “election tax” in order to cam-
paign, with fees running from 15,000 to
120,000 reais ($4,600 to $37,000).

According to Globo’s investigation, militias
even deal with candidates concerning the dis-
tribution of future posts should a candidate
win an election.

The militias have abandoned putting up
their own candidates for election, a direct
approach that previously ended in scandal and
prosecutions, Globo quoted the head homi-
cide detective for the Baixada Fluminense
region of Rio as saying. “They have learned,”
the senior investigator, Giniton Lages, said.
Instead, the militias “get close to the govern-
ment and support it.” —AFP
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NEW YORK: Costly, limited access to the
internet in Cuba is impeding the country’s
progress toward press freedom, the
Committee to Protect Journalists said in a
report published Wednesday.

Most citizens cannot access the inter-
net and authorities continue to “exert con-
trol over the media,” said the New York-
based NGO, which ranked Cuba tenth on
its 2015 list of the world’s most censored
countries. “The internet is, perhaps, the
biggest hurdle for journalists to becoming
relevant, because most of their content is
consumed outside the island,” the organi-
zation said. “They must pay high prices for
online access and find original ways to dis-
seminate their work to a home audience
that is largely offline.”

Cuba has cautiously loosened its grip
on the press, the CPJ said, noting that
President Raul Castro told the population
in 2010 “not to fear discrepancies and dif-
ferences of opinions.” “Cuba’s media is
opening, with journalists and bloggers
finding more space to be critical and delve
into issues ignored by the state-run press,”
according to the CPJ.

“However, a legal limbo over independ-
ent reporting, restricted and expensive
access to the internet, and the threat of
arbitrary detentions is slowing progress.”
The island nation’s restoration of full diplo-
matic ties with the United States has made
it difficult for Cuba to justify censoring the
press as a form of protectionism, the CPJ
said. —AFP
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