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Interior participates 
in patrol convention

KUWAIT: Officers from the Ministry of Interior recently
took part in the 5th Offshore Patrol Vessels Middle East
(OPV Middle East) convention held in Bahrain in the peri-
od of September 26-28. Kuwait’s delegation included
MOI’s assistant undersecretary for marine borders security
affairs Maj General Zuhair Al-Nassrallah, Colonel Talal
Mubarak and Major Faisal Khalifa.   

Traffic light

Traffic police announced yesterday that the traffic light at
the intersection linking the Fifth and Fourth Ring roads
through Reggae (Road number 604) would be closed as of
dawn today. The Traffic Department urged drivers to drive
right and take a U-turn at Mohammed Ibn Al-Qassim
street to return to the UN roundabout instead of going left
from that light to the roundabout. 

Kuwait bans UAE 
street racing film

KUWAIT: Kuwait has banned an Emirati street facing film with-
out explanation. ‘Hajwala’, a UAE-produced drama set in the
underground world of Khaleeji street racing will not be allowed
to be shown in Kuwait despite being shown elsewhere across
the Gulf. The film was directed by Ali Bin Matar and Ebrahim Bin
Mohammad and show in the UAE, mostly in Ral Al Khaimah and
Abu Dhabi. It will be in Arabic with English subtitles. 

E-visa system explained

KUWAIT: Director of Residency Affairs Maj General Talal
Marafi yesterday met with a number of EU diplomats of coun-
tries whose citizens will be eligible to use the recently
launched e-visa system to explain the system to them. Marafi
explained that Kuwait issues visas through immigration
departments, Kuwaiti consulates abroad, hotels and com-
mercial companies, direct access through various marine,
land and air border exits and finally by using the e-visa sys-
tem. Marafi added that subjects of 54 countries would bene-
fit from the new system. He also noted that applicants would
be contacted through email in case of rejection, which might
be only done for security reasons, incomplete information or
data or unclear photos on passports. In addition, Marafi
explained that instead of checking with Kuwait embassies,
those wishing to visit Kuwait could apply online at the
Interior Ministry’s website www.moi.gov.kw or have it direct-
ly issued at exits in return for a KD 3 fee.  

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Local author and poet Nejoud
Al-Yagout launched her latest collection
of poetry ‘Ounces of Oneness’ at Al-
Shaheed Park on Wednesday. “This
event is a modern poetry reading with
modern technology for visual purposes.
I usually collaborate with directors and
they bring the poetry to life somehow.
This event is also a book launch of the
second edition of my first book ‘This is
an Imprint’ and my third book ‘Ounces
of Oneness’, which is my new book,”
Nejoud Al-Yagout told the Kuwait
Times. 

“Ounces of Oneness is about the spir-
itual journey, the mystical journey, unit-
ing people from all races and religions
and looking beyond our surface. People
are not tolerant one of another so I want
to break those barriers and tell everyone
that we are one. And from here came
the name of my book to find the one-
ness in everything and everyone,” she
explained. 

KT: What inspired you 
to write the books?

Al-Yagout: Well I  had no choice,
when I was a teenager I just had to write
and I never dreamed to be a poet, it

wasn’t my goal. But when I was 13, I
started writing without knowing. First I
was writing fun songs and then fun
poetry, and since then I haven’t been
able to stop writing.

KT: What are you preparing next?
Al-Yagout: Right now I’m focusing on

videos more. And hopefully another
book will come soon but I don’t know
when, I  have no plans now. All  my

videos are on my Youtube channel and
my website. Al-Yagout also released ear-
lier her second book ‘Awake in the
Game of Pretending’. Her books are
available on Amazon, FriesenPress,
iBooks, Barnes and Noble and most
online retailers. Locally, you can find her
books at Dar Nur, Q8 Bookstore (Dar
Yarmouk), Jarir Bookstore and CAP
Gallery. She is also on Instagram,
Facebook, YouTube and Goodreads. 

Kuwaiti author launches
Book ‘Ounces of Oneness’ 

Five minutes with poet Nejoud Al Yagout

Nejoud Al-Yagout signs a copy of her book. 

BERLIN: The United States began notifying
lawmakers that it has approved $7 billion in
long-stalled sales of Boeing Co fighter jets to
Kuwait and Qatar, and more than $1 billion in
Lockheed Martin Corp jets to Bahrain, sources
familiar with the decision said Wednesday.
The sales had been pending for more than
two years amid concerns raised by Israel,
Washington’s closest Middle East ally, that
arms sold to Gulf Arab states could be used
against it, and criticism of Qatar for alleged
ties to armed Islamist groups. 

US officials began notifying lawmakers
informally about the sale of 36 Boeing F-15
fighter jets to Qatar valued at around $4 bil-
lion, and 28 F/A- 18E/F Super Hornets, plus
options for 12 more, to Kuwait for around $3
billion, the sources said. They also told law-
makers about plans to sell 17 Lockheed F-16

fighter jets to Bahrain, plus upgrades of up to
20 additional aircraft.

The deals will be formally announced once
the 40-day informal notification process has
ended. Then lawmakers will have 30 days to
block the sales, although such action is rare.
Reuters reported earlier this month that the
US government was poised to approve the
long-delayed sales to Kuwait and Qatar. The
State Department said it could not comment
on any ongoing government-to-government
arms sales.  Delays in the process had caused
frustration among US defense officials and
industry executives, who warned that
Washington’s foot-dragging could cost them
billions of dollars of business if buyers grew
impatient and sought other suppliers.

The approval of the fighter jet sales comes
as the White House tries to bolster relations

with Gulf Arab allies who want to upgrade
their military capabilities. They fear the United
States is drawing closer to Iran, their arch-rival,
after Tehran’s nuclear deal with world powers
last year. Sources said officials at both the
State Department and Pentagon had largely
agreed to the deals some time ago, but had
been awaiting final approval from the White
House. Both Kuwait and Qatar are part of a 34-
nation alliance announced by Saudi Arabia in
December aimed at countering Islamic State
and al Qaeda militants in Iraq, Syria, Libya,
Egypt and Afghanistan. The sales will boost
fighter production for both companies. 

Boeing’s F-15 line is set to close in 2019
after Boeing completes work on a large order
for Saudi Arabia, unless a follow-on order is
approved. As orders slow, Boeing is increas-
ingly relying on technology upgrades and

services sales to maintain its revenue stream
from fighter jets, Shelley Lavender, president
of Boeing’s military aircraft division, said in an
interview. 

The company is adding new technology to
the F-15 and F/A-18 and other aircraft, and is
refurbishing them on the same assembly
lines use to build new aircraft, she said. When
the current fighter jet lines end, that loss of
revenue will be offset by upgrade efforts.
“We’re blurring the traditional lines of new
aircraft builds and sustainment,” Lavender
said. Boeing’s broad portfolio from commer-
cial derivatives rotocraft, autonomous vehi-
cles, fighters and weapons “will allow us to
remain healthy for the decades to come,” she
said. Byron Callan with Capital Alpha Partner
said he expected all  three sales to be
approved. —Reuters

US approves Boeing jet sales to Kuwait
Israel worried over US-GCC arms deal
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