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By Nawara Fattahova

In our region and especially Kuwait, people are known for
their love of scent. Women and men will douse them-
selves from head to toe in perfume before leaving the

house and the business of small local factories producing
unique and locally-derived scents is booming. 

Most of us have numerous bottles of perfumes, but we
are not aware how these perfumes are made. Kuwait Times
visited a local perfume factory to witness the actual produc-
tion of scent in Kuwait. 

Makki Al-Qallaf, CEO of Amal Al-Kuwait Perfumes,
explained the manufacturing process from the beginning.
“The first stage is the mixing of the raw materials - reserve
osmosis water, ethanol and oil. This process is done in one
machine. Mixing chemicals is a very sensitive operation, and

there is an international
standard for it. Our
products compete with
European products as
we use high quality
water, raw materials
and packaging,” he told
Kuwait Times. 

“In order to ensure
production of high-
quality perfumes, we
mix it in a robust con-
centration. All the raw
materials that we use in

our perfumes are
sourced from Europe.

The oils can’t be produced locally as Kuwait is a desert coun-
try and has limited flora. Some flowers, plants and herbs that
are the base of the oils can’t be grown in Kuwait due to its cli-
mate, such as lily, so we use imported oils,” explained Qallaf.

In the second phase, they mix the preservatives with
the earlier mixture. “The preservatives are responsible for
making the perfume last for a longer period. Fake per-
fumes atomize the oil with large quantities of alcohol. This
makes the scent disappear fast, while genuine chemicals
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KUWAIT: Inside the Amal Al-Kuwait Perfumes factory, a variety of processes take place where the essences of scents are distilled. Different products including perfumes, eau de cologne and
even dish washing liquids and soaps can be produced. — Photos by Joseph Shagra
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