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Luminaries from the film, music and writing
worlds honored Tom Waits and folk singer
John Prine for their songwriting at the

Song Lyrics of Literary Excellence Awards on
Monday. Waits’ wife, Kathleen Brennan, also was
honored. John Mellencamp, Elvis Costello and
Roseanne Cash took turns performing renditions
of the artists’ songs before a crowd of more than
500 people at the John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum.

Mellencamp opened the ceremony with an a
cappella version of Prine’s 1978 song “Sabu Visits
the Twin Cities Alone,” which imagines the later
years of an Indian child actor from the early
1940s. Mellencamp called the lyrics “sophisticat-
ed but simple.” “Who writes songs like that?” he
said. “Two people come to mind - God and John
Prine.” Irish author Colum McCann, director Jim
Jarmusch, country singer Sturgill Simpson and
Peter Wolf of the J. Geils Band reflected on the
artists’ accomplishments in remarks that ranged
from personal to poetic. McCann described

Waits and Brennan as “patriots of elsewhere”
who stay “close to the ground” and “hear things
that no one else hears.”

“They find out what others have not quite
fathomed yet,” he said. “They catch the ordinary
so that it can be sung extraordinarily in the
future.” Waits and Prine each treated the crowd
to a song after giving brief remarks. Prine, whose
voice has become deep and raspy following a
battle with cancer that required removal of part
of his neck, said he was “stunned” by the honor.
Waits reflected on working with Brennan, his
longtime musical collaborator, who became the
first woman to win the award since it was intro-
duced in 2012. “It ’s not always fun writing
together,” Waits said in a humorous, sometimes
rambling speech. “Sometimes the fur flies. It’s
not an easy enterprise, but it’s satisfying.”

Brennan, speaking briefly before her hus-
band, said she has a “lay low” personality and
isn’t always accustomed to the spotlight. Waits
and Prine, now in their late 60s, emerged in the

1970s and have been performing for decades.
Waits gained notoriety for his blend of jazz,
blues and folk music and his distinctive growl.
Prine wrote many songs that have become folk
and country standards. Cash, joined by Costello
on acoustic guitar, performed one of those,
“Hello in There,” about old age and loneliness,
from Prine’s 1971 debut album. The Song Lyrics
of Literary Excellence Award is bestowed bienni-
ally by the writers’ group PEN New England. This
year’s honorees were chosen by a committee
that included U2’s Bono, Cash, Costello and
Salman Rushdie. The first awards were given to
Chuck Berry and Leonard Cohen in 2012. The
2014 awards went to Kris Kristofferson and
Randy Newman. — AP

Tom Waits, left, and Kathleen Brennan address an audience after being presented with
the PEN New England’s Song Lyrics of Literary Excellence Award. — AP photos

Musician John Prine performs after being presented with
the PEN New England’s Song Lyrics of Literary Excellence
Award.

Musicians Elvis Costello, left, and Rosanne Cash perform a song by John Prine as a tribute
to the singer and song writer during PEN New England’s Song Lyrics of Literary
Excellence Award ceremonies.

Tom Waits, his wife, John Prine receive songwriting awards

Musician John
Mellencamp pays trib-
ute to folk singer John

Prine while addressing
an audience.

John Esteban Perez was 13 when he joined the
FARC rebels in Colombia. Now 26, he has spent
half his life as a guerrilla. But today, instead of

hiding out in the jungle with his rifle, he has fellow
rebels bouncing to his rhymes as he raps for peace.
“They say we’re bad, we’re rapists. That’s all lies.
We’re working for peace, peace, peace in
Colombia,” he rapped Saturday night at the FARC’s
national conference, where the rebels are meeting
to ratify a peace accord with the Colombian gov-
ernment.

The deal, concluded last month, aims to end to
five decades of conflict that have killed an estimat-
ed 260,000 people and left 45,000 missing. It is a
historic moment for the country and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), a
Marxist guerrilla army that has been fighting the
government since 1964. But this being Colombia-
where nothing happens without music-the confer-
ence is also a nightly dance party. One of the bands
booked to perform, the Bogota reggae group
Alerta Kamarada, discovered Esteban’s talent while

they were doing sound checks ahead of Saturday’s
show, on a stage set up in the middle of a field at
the heart of the rebels’ traditional stronghold in
southeastern Colombia.

He got up on stage, dropped some beats, and
seduced them with his style-energetic, politically
charged rhymes laid out over tropical rhythms.
Next thing he knew, he had an invitation to guest
star at their show. “We’re very proud we were able
to cross paths with him,” said Alerta Kamarada gui-
tarist and band leader Pablo Araoz, 36. “We fell in
love with his style,” he added. “We would love to
keep working with him. He’s a talent.”

New beginning 
Wearing combat boots, camouflage fatigues

and a white Alerta Kamarada T-shirt, Esteban had
the dance floor throbbing Saturday night. “Esteban
is a young man with a lot of talent. I thought he
was excellent,” said one new fan, 35-year-old
Gabriel, beaming beneath a black FARC beret. If the
FARC ratify the peace accord at their conference-as

they are expected to do-their leader, Timoleon
“Timochenko” Jimenez, will sign it alongside
President Juan Manuel Santos on September 26.
Colombians will then vote on the deal in a decisive
referendum on October 2. If it passes, the FARC
have pledged to disarm and relaunch themselves
as a political party.

Esteban-a member of the Felipe Rincon Front
of the FARC’s Eastern Bloc, their largest regiment-
says he is looking forward to leaving behind his
life at war. “I’m very happy knowing that we’re
going to rest after this war. We’re all brothers. We
shouldn’t be killing each other. That’s the mes-
sage of my song,” he said. He has another reason
to look for ward to peace,  too,  said Aler ta
Kamarada singer Javier Fonseca: It will mean
Esteban can reunite with his mother, whom he
hasn’t seen in 11 years. — AFP

FARC guerrilla raps for peace in Colombia
Jim Carrey says a wrongful death law-

suit filed by the estranged husband of
his ex-girlfriend is a heartless attempt

to exploit him and vowed to fight the case.
Mark Burton of Portland sued Carrey in Los
Angeles Superior Court on Monday, accus-
ing the actor of providing the prescription
drugs his wife Cathriona White used to
overdose in September 2015. The wrong-
ful death lawsuit contends Carrey improp-
erly obtained prescriptions for Ambien
and the powerful opioid oxycodone under
the alias Arthur King.

The suit accuses Carrey of giving White
the medications days before she was
found dead in one of Carrey’s homes.
White and Carrey dated in 2012 and were
photographed together in May 2015.
“What a terrible shame,” Carrey wrote in a
statement. “It would be easy for me to get
in a back room with this man’s lawyer and
make this go away, but there are some
moments in life when you have to stand
up and defend your honor against the evil
in this world. “I will not tolerate this heart-
less attempt to exploit me or the woman I
loved,” Carrey wrote. “I really hope that
some day soon people will stop trying to
profit from this and let her rest in peace.”
Carrey is known for such movies as
“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind,”
“The Truman Show,” and “Ace Ventura: Pet
Detective.”

Coroner’s officials ruled the 30-year-old
makeup artist’s death a suicide. Burton
and White married in 2013. A coroner’s
official told reporters that the pair were
separated and planned to divorce, howev-
er Burton’s attorney Michael Avenatti
declined to characterize their relationship
beyond saying they were legally married
at the time of White’s death. Carrey’s attor-
ney Marty Singer wrote in a statement that
White and Burton never lived together.
The lawsuit accuses Carrey of violating a
section of California’s Health and Safety
Code against the use of aliases to obtain
prescription medications.

“White’s death was tragic and easily

avoidable,” the lawsuit states. Carrey’s pre-
scriptions were legally obtained and his
doctor and insurers were aware of his alias
use, Singer wrote. He said many actors use
aliases for prescriptions to protect their
privacy. The issue of prescriptions issued
to a celebrity under aliases because an
issue when Los Angeles prosecutors
attempted unsuccessfully to obtain felony
convictions against two of Anna Nicole
Smith’s doctors and her lawyer-boyfriend
over prescription drugs she obtained
before her accidental overdose in 2007.
Defense lawyers contended the aliases
were used to protect Smith’s privacy, and
last year a judge who dismissed the final
felony counts against Smith’s confidante
Howard K. Stern said it was a common
practice. “Everyone did it,” Judge Robert J.
Perry said in July 2015. “Everyone did it to
protect her privacy from the prying eyes of
the ever-present press representatives in
Ms. Smith’s life.” — AP

Jim Carrey calls lawsuit
over ex’s death ‘heartless’

Lansbury revives
‘Beauty and the
Beast’ role in NY

For one night only, Angela Lansbury
served audiences a live performance as
Mrs Potts. The actress revived her

beloved character from the Disney animated
musical “Beauty and the Beast” during a 25th
anniversary screening Sunday at Lincoln
Center in New York. In videos of the event
posted online , Lansbury sang the musical’s
title track and sweetly capped off the per-
formance with a few lines from the film: “Run
along and get in the cupboard, Chip. It’s time
you was in bed. Night, night.”

Lansbury was accompanied by “Beauty
and the Beast” composer Alan Menken on the
piano for the spontaneous post-screening
performance. Other voice actors in atten-
dance at the event included Paige O’Hara,
Robby Benson and Richard White, who
respectively played Belle, Beast and Gaston in
the 1991 film. — AP

File photo shows Jim Carrey posing for
photographers for the ‘Dumb and
Dumber To’ photo call in Paris, France.
— AP 

File photo shows Angela Lansbury poses
for a portrait at the Ahmanson Theatre in
Los Angeles. — AP

‘Downton’s’ Smith
asks Kimmel where

her Emmy is

“Downton Abbey” star Dame Maggie Smith wants
Emmy host Jimmy Kimmel to show her where
her Emmy is. Kimmel joked during his Emmy

monologue Sunday night that stars had to be present to
win  under what he called “the Maggie Smith rule.” The
British actress had been nominated nine times for Emmys
and won three without ever showing up. When Smith won
again on Sunday night, Kimmel took the statuette from
presenter Minnie Driver and said, “We’re not mailing this to
her. 

Maggie, if you want this, it will be in the lost and found.”
The 81-year-old Smith responded Monday with a message
on the Masterpiece Theater Twitter account, saying “If Mr
Kimmel could please direct me to the lost and found office
I will be on the next flight.” — AP In this file photo, British actress Dame Maggie Smith poses in London. — AP

Jhon Esteban Perez, a member of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), performs during the 10th National Guerrilla Conference in
Llanos del yari, Caqueta department, Colombia. — AFP


