
DHAKA: Bangladesh yesterday named former Sri
Lankan cricketer Thilan Samaraweera as their bat-
ting consultant for next month’s home series
against England. Samaraweera’s appointment came
a day after former West Indies great Courtney Walsh
agreed a three-year term to become the specialist
pace bowling coach of the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB). 

BCB president Nazmul Hassan said the board was

in the process of appointing more coaching staff
ahead of a flurry of international cricket, including a
tour to New Zealand in December-January and maid-
en Test in India in February. “We have confirmed the
service of Samaraweera as our batting consultant for
England series,” Hassan told reporters. “Fielding
coach Richard Halsall will now work as the assistant
coach. We are also looking for a spin bowling coach.” 

Bangladesh recently terminated the contract of

the national team’s Sri Lankan assistant coach Ruwan
Kalpage after he failed to turn up for a training camp.
England will arrive in Dhaka on September 30 to play
two Tests and three one-day internationals. The tour
was called into question after an attack on a Dhaka
cafe in July in which 20 hostages were killed, includ-
ing 18 foreigners. However, the England and Wales
Cricket Board said last week that the tour would go
ahead as planned. — AFP 
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LEEDS: England’s Jonny Bairstow (L) celebrates reaching his 50 during play in the fourth one-day international (ODI)
cricket match between England and Pakistan at Headingley cricket ground. — AFP 

LEEDS: Ben Stokes and Jonny Bairstow both
made fifties as England beat Pakistan by
four wickets in the fourth one-day interna-
tional at Headingley on Thursday. England,
now 4-0 up in this five-match series,
slumped to 72 for four pursuing a target of
248. But Stokes (69) and wicket-keeper
Bairstow (61), only playing on his Yorkshire
home ground after Jos Buttler was ruled out
in the warm-up with a hamstring injury, got
the innings back on track with a fifth-wicket
partnership of 103.  

Neither batsman was in at the finish of
this day/night fixture, with Moeen Ali (45
not out) hitting Pakistan captain Azhar Ali
for six to win the match with 12 balls to
spare. “I’m pleased to get a go,” Bairstow
told BBC Radio. “It’s unfortunate that Jos
suffered an injury, and I got told 32 minutes
before the start that I was playing so to con-
tribute was nice. “We thought it was an
attainable target and if we’re honest, we
cruised home. There was no panic at any
point in that chase,” he added.

England were chasing a target that
seemed all the more modest after their
world ODI record total of 444 for three dur-
ing a 169-run win in the third match at
Trent Bridge on Tuesday. But they lost four

wickets inside 15 overs of their reply to a
Pakistan total of 247 for eight built on
Azhar’s 80 and all-rounder Imad Wasim’s
unbeaten 57. “It was a bit more of a com-
petitive game,” said Azhar at the presenta-
tion ceremony. “Again we were a few runs
short...The wicket was turning but it was
still a good pitch. But we lost wickets fre-
quently.”

Giant fast bowler Mohammad Irfan, a
late-call up to the squad, marked his first
match of the series by removing both
England openers. The 7ft 1in (2.16m) Irfan
produced a rising delivery that Jason Roy
(14) could only edge and Mohmammad
Rizwan held a fine catch diving to his left at
second slip. Alex Hales, who had made an
England ODI record 171 at Trent Bridge on
Tuesday, then fell for eight when he was
caught behind off Irfan, who was twice
warned for running on the pitch.

‘Cramping up’
Irfan took two for 25 in five overs but

then twice went on and off the field and
bowled only one more delivery, a wide,
before, after pulling up in delivery stride, he
walked off for the final time. “Irfan on his
comeback game bowled well with the new

ball, but his calves were cramping up,” said
Azhar. “We would have loved for him to
bowl a second and third spell. A few more
wickets and the game could have been dif-
ferent,” he added. Joe Root, bidding for a
new outright England record of six consecu-
tive ODI fifties, again looked in superb touch
while making 30.

But Root, one of five Yorkshire players in
the side, fell when his top-edged pull off
Hasan Ali was safely caught at fine leg by
Irfan. England captain Eoin Morgan then
gave his wicket away on 11 when he guided
Umar Gul straight to Sharjeel Khan at slip.
Left-hander Stokes went on the offensive by
driving Wasim for six over long-on. Man-of-
the-match Bairstow followed suit by skip-
ping down the pitch to drive Mohammad
Nawaz, Pakistan’s other left-arm spinner, for
another six.

Stokes, with England 116 for four, was
fortunate on 35 when a diving Nawaz at
backward square could not hold a top-
edged sweep off Wasim. He went on a run-
a-ball fifty, including five fours and a six.
Stokes was out when he slog-swept Wasim
to Babar Azam at mid-wicket. Bairstow com-
pleted a 64-ball fifty with his fourth four, a
fierce drive off Nawaz.  — AFP 

Stokes and Bairstow see 

off Pakistan in 4th ODI

Bairstow wants 

a role for keeps
LEEDS: Jonny Bairstow is determined to nail down a place in
England’s one-day team after his latest ‘supersub’ display helped
condemn Pakistan to a defeat on his Headingley home ground.
First-choice Test wicket-keeper Bairstow was only told he was
playing by England coach Trevor Bayliss just over half an hour
before the start of Thursday’s match after regular one-day glove-
man Jos Buttler suffered a hamstring injury in the warm-up.
Bairstow responded with an assured display behind the stumps.

He then made a brisk 61 and helped Ben Stokes (69) add 103
for the fifth wicket as England, who had stumbled to 72 for four
chasing a target of 248, eventually won by four wickets to go 4-0
up in this five-match series. Last year Bairstow guided England to
a one-day series clinching win over New Zealand-a key-staging
post in their recovery from a dismal first-round exit at the 2015
World Cup-with an unbeaten 83 at Chester-le-Street after Buttler
was ruled out with a hand injury.

There has been talk of England, the hosts of both the 2017
Champions Trophy and 2019 World Cup one-day tournaments,
playing both Buttler and Bairstow in the same white-ball side,
with one of them featuring as a specialist batsman. But in the
meantime Bairstow, who has already scored nearly 1,000 runs in
Test cricket this year, is desperate to make the most of any one-
day chances he gets, however late they come.

‘Special group’ 
“It was about 32 minutes before the start,” Bairstow said after

being asked when he knew he was playing in front of his adoring
Yorkshire public on Thursday. “Trev came over and just said,
‘You’re in’.” However, with England on the up in one-day cricket,
Bairstow wants to be more than a white-ball ‘reserve’. “It’s a spe-
cial group of players and we believe we can go a long way in
world competitions and series,” he said. “But naturally I’m frus-
trated not to be in that XI week in week out.

“Every time I get an opportunity I want to try to impress and
that’s all I can do. “Whether that be keeping wicket, just playing
as a batter, batting at one or 11 — every time you go out there
you try to do your best. “You’ve just got to take it on the chin,
crack on and hope you take the opportunity when it does come
along,” added Bairstow ahead of Sunday’s series finale in Cardiff.
Bairstow, the son of late former Yorkshire and England wicket-
keeper David Bairstow, looked considerably younger than his 26
years on Thursday, having shaved off his beard after receiving a
message from his mother, Janet, a Headingley administrator. “I
got told off by my Mum,” said Jonny. “My Grandma had been on
the phone.” — AFP 

Australia’s oldest 

Test player dies

SYDNEY: Australia’s oldest surviving Test cricketer, Len
Maddocks, has passed away aged 90, Cricket Australia said
yesterday. Maddocks, a batsman and wicket-keeper, played
seven Tests for Australia between 1954 and 1956, and man-
aged the Australian cricket team on its 1977 tour of
England. He played 112 first-class matches, representing
Victoria and Tasmania, and was also a national selector and
a Victorian Cricket Association board director. “Len made
an outstanding contribution to cricket in his lifetime within
state and national ranks, both as a player and administra-
tor,” Cricket Australia chief executive James Sutherland
said. “We were deeply saddened to hear of Len’s passing
this week and are truly appreciative of his dedication to
assist in building the game to what it is today.” — AFP 


