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TOKYO: A Japanese man who came
face-to-face with a snarling bear took
things into his own hands-and
unleashed his karate skills on the beast.
The 63-year-old was fishing in a moun-
tain creek when the 190-centimetre (6-
foot 3-inch) creature set upon him in
what he said was an unprovoked attack.
In scenes seemingly reminiscent of
Leonardo Di Caprio’s epic tussle with an
angry bear in the Oscar-winning film
“The Revenant”-Atsushi Aoki was bitten
and scratched repeatedly, including on
his head.

“The bear was so strong, and it
knocked me down,” Aoki told Tokyo
Broadcasting System. “It turned me over
and bit me right here,” he added, point-
ing to his bandaged leg. But instead of
trying to outrun the beast-an Asian
black bear-the fisherman decided he
would use his well-honed karate skills.
After assuming a fighting stance with his
right fist in front of him, Aoki jabbed at
his attacker’s eyes, which sent the crea-
ture scrambling away into the woods. “I
thought it’s either ‘I kill him or he kills
me,’” Aoki told public broadcaster NHK.

The plucky fisherman managed to
get back to his car and get himself to a
hospital in Gunma, northwest of Tokyo,
despite the mauling that left him with
injuries to his head, arm and leg. “He
drove himself to hospital, and he even
remembered to grab the fish that he
had caught,” a local police officer said.
The ursine adventure was hailed in the
Japanese press as a man-versus-nature
tale of triumph. “Man fights off bear with
bare hands!” the Nikkan Sports tabloid
screamed. — AFP

TOKYO: Pacific island states and countries
failed yesterday to strike a deal to protect
shrinking supplies of tuna and adopt cutbacks
following a regional conference, officials said,
sparking condemnation from conservation-
ists. The Pacific Ocean is the world’s largest
tuna fishing ground, accounting for almost 60
percent of the global catch. But supplies are
dwindling and conservationists say urgent
action is needed to ensure populations
remain viable.

The 10 participants “could not reach an
agreement” on proposed regulation after five
days of talks at the Northern Committee of
the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries
Commission (WCPFC) annual conference,
Japan’s Fisheries Agency said in a statement.
The participants, which include Japan, China,
the United States, Fiji, Vanuatu, Canada, South
Korea, the Philippines, the Cook islands and
Taiwan, agreed to the conference in the
Japanese city of Fukuoka after sharp declines
in bluefin tuna brood stock last year.

Japan, which consumes roughly 70 per-
cent of the global bluefin tuna haul, has sug-
gested introducing cutbacks if stocks drop for
three consecutive years. But the Japanese
proposal was opposed by other participants
at the meeting, including the US, that want
tougher measures to protect the species, fish-
eries agency official Kazuya Fukaya said.
Fukaya added that the issue will be discussed
again at the committee’s next annual meeting
in South Korea. Environmental groups
expressed frustration over the stalemate, with
Greenpeace calling it “extremely regrettable
as the stock of Pacific bluefin tuna is in a state
of emergency.”

“Japan, the world’s largest consumer of

bluefin tuna, bears the responsibility to
strengthen domestic rules (on fishing),”
Greenpeace said. The conservation group has
proposed an immediate two-year moratorium
on all commercial fishing. “The latest stock
assessment for Pacific bluefin, released in
2016, found that the population has been

heavily depleted to just 2.6 percent of its his-
toric unfished size by nearly a century of over-
fishing,” Greenpeace said in its proposal.
Conservation group World Wide Fund for
Nature has recommended the ten countries
introduce a catch limit and adopt a long-term
bluefin tuna recovery plan. — AFP 
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TOKYO: A prospective buyer inspects the quality of fresh tuna before the first auction of
the year at Tsukiji fish market in Tokyo. — AP 
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