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as well as disarmament of rebel groups and
political autonomy.

Some groups have already agreed cease-
fires, but conflict rumbles on in several bor-
der areas that have displaced tens of thou-
sands. The meeting was marred by ongoing
skirmishes in Shan and Kachin states and a
walkout Thursday by representatives of the
Wa-a heavily armed militia who live in an
area bordering China accused of large-scale
drug production. Despite the hurdles, a
glance around the assembly hall gave a
glimpse into the kaleidoscope of cultures in
Myanmar.

An Akha delegate, of eastern Shan state,
wore a headdress covered with Indian rupee

coins, a heavy silver chain dangling below
her chin and a brightly-coloured woven
bag-worth up to $10,000. “It is really difficult
to maintain as it’s very expensive. However, I
am wearing it here because it is so valuable
to our people,” Natalina, whose ethnic
group do not carry a surname, told AFP.
Nam Kham Wah of the PaO, one of
Myanmar’s largest ethnic groups, said her
elaborate turban and the dragon insignia on
her shirt told the story of her people. “Our
turban is part of our folklore,” she said. “We
believe our first father was a powerful saint
and the mother, a dragon, so our turban is
like a dragon head.” — AFP 

A peace conference delegate from the Akha ethnic group
from eastern Shan State wearing traditional costume
adorned with silver ornaments attends the session.

Peace conference delegates from the Lahu ethnic group
wearing their traditional costumes looks at his mobile phone
at the convention.

Two peace conference delegates from Lisu ethnic group from
the upper Kachin State wearing round hats studded with cir-
cular patterns and beads of the Lisu people - as a symbol of
solidarity with other minorities.

Two peace conference delegates from Lisu ethnic group from the upper Kachin State
wearing round hats studded with circular patterns and beads of the Lisu people - as a
symbol of solidarity with other minorities.

Peace conference delegates from the Akha ethnic group from eastern Shan State.


