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From porcupine quills and fruit, to sil-
ver coins and beads, the ethnic cos-
tumes on parade in Myanmar’s capital

this week showed off the country’s diversi-
ty and added sartorial splendor to the cold
detail of talks to end decades of rebellion.
Bedecked in an elaborate headdress of
feathers, quills and shell-studded tassels,
Aye Aye Mu said her traditional outfit car-
ried a hard political message to Naypyidaw.

“I am wearing (this costume) because I
want to show how many different ethnici-
ties there are in this country,” the ethnic
Chin lawmaker in the state’s lower house
explained. “Porcupines have quills as a kind
of weapon to protect themselves-in the
same way, our people use it as a symbol to
protect our rights,” she added. “We used to
wear this costume on victory day and for
other traditional events.” 

She was among the hundreds of dele-

gates from Myanmar’s border states kitted
out in ancestral dress who gathered for
talks aimed at ending nearly 70 years of
bloody conflict with the central authorities.
Minority lawmakers already wear tradition-
al headwear in parliament, but for many
the full outfits were a statement of cultural
distinction to the ethnic Bamar majority
who have dominated Myanmar’s politics
for decades.

As the seat of power, Naypyidaw, the
junta’s “Abode of Kings” as its name trans-
lates, has come to represent the callous dis-
regard for the country’s ethnic people. The
highly symbolic talks, which end on
Saturday, are an attempt by de facto leader
Aung San Suu Kyi to set the framework for
a binding nationwide peace deal. But no
resolution is expected this week-experts
predict a years-long tussle complicated by
ownership issues over land and resources

Peace conference delegates from the Akha ethnic group from eastern Shan State wearing traditional costume adorned with silver ornaments attend the session. — AFP photos 

Natalina, a peace conference delegate from the Akha ethnic group from eastern Shan State
wearing traditional costume adorned with silver ornaments departs after a session at the con-
vention center in Naypyidaw.
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