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PESHAWAR: Four suicide bombers
who were trying to attack a Christian
colony in Pakistan were killed early
yesterday during a gunfight with secu-
rity forces outside the northwestern
city of Peshawar, the army said.
Soldiers backed by army helicopters
exchanged gunfire with militants in
suicide vests who had tried to attack
the colony near Warsak Dam, just
north of Peshawar, the army said.
“Four suicide bombers with arms and
ammunition entered the Christian
Colony at Warsak after hitting a securi-
ty guard at 5.50 am (00:50 GMT),” the
Pakistan army said in a statement.

“Security forces promptly respond-
ed and surrounded the area. Exchange
of fire took place and all four terrorists
were killed,” it said, adding that two
paramilitary soldiers, a policeman and
two security guards were wounded in
the gunfight. The “situation is under
control”, the statement said, adding
that troops were now carrying out a
house-to-house search of the area.

Jamaat-ul-Ahrar (JuA), a faction of
the Pakistani Taleban, claimed respon-
sibility for the attempt, with a

spokesman telling journalists in
Peshawar they had killed many “infi-
dels” in the assault. The militants regu-
larly exaggerate their claims. JuA
claimed it was behind Pakistan’s dead-
liest attack this year, a bombing that
also targeted Christians in a crowded
Lahore park that killed 75 people on
Easter Sunday. And the group has said
it was behind an attack on a hospital in
the southwestern city of Quetta last
month that killed 73. 

Islamic State had also said it carried
out that attack, though the Pakistani
military said Thursday there was no
evidence to support the claim.
Discrimination and violence against
religious minorities is commonplace in
Pakistan, where Muslims account for
more than 90 percent of the popula-
tion. The Pakistani Taleban in particu-
lar routinely target minority groups,
and in 2011 gunned down Shahbaz
Bhatti, a Christian who was federal
minister for minority affairs.

Taleban militants stormed a school
in Peshawar in Dec 2014, killing more
than 150 people, mostly children, in
Pakistan’s deadliest-ever terror attack.

The army launched an operation in
June 2014 in a bid to wipe out militant
bases in the tribal areas and so bring

an end to the bloody insurgency that
has cost thousands of civilian lives
since 2004. — AFP  
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VLADIVOSTOK, Russia: Russian
President Vladimir Putin said Moscow
was keen to resolve a territorial dispute
with Japan as he met yesterday with
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, but a deal
appears far off. Tokyo-Moscow relations
are hamstrung by a row dating back to
the end of World War II when Soviet
troops seized the southernmost islands
in the Pacific Kuril chain, known as the
Northern Territories in Japan. “We are
not talking about some kind of
exchange or some kind of sale,” Putin
said in an interview with Bloomberg
News aired yesterday. “We are talking
about finding a solution where neither
party will feel... defeated or a loser.”

The tensions have prevented the
countries from signing a peace treaty
formally ending wartime hostilities, hin-
dering trade and investment ties. Putin
said that signing a peace treaty with
Japan was a “key issue” and that
Moscow “would very much like to find a
solution to this problem with our
Japanese friends.”

Abe’s visit to Russia - his second this
year - comes days after the Kremlin
announced that Putin will travel to
Japan in December, his first trip to the
country since 2005. Over the years, lead-
ers from the two nations have tried to
make headway on resolving the row but
a solution has proved elusive.

Rapprochement Efforts 
Both sides have confirmed that the

disputed islands will be addressed in
yesterday’s talks, taking place on the
sidelines of an economic forum in the
far eastern Russian city of Vladivostok.
“I’m resolved to make progress on the
peace treaty and territorial issues by
holding candid and thorough talks with
President Putin,” Abe told reporters
before he set off for Vladivostok. Experts
view recent rapprochement efforts as a
positive development for Moscow’s
trade ties with stalwart US ally Tokyo,
but doubt that they will result in a reso-
lution of their territorial dispute.

“The two parties are likely to show
that they are in favour of a peace treaty
but will try not to publicly express their
disagreements about the Kuril islands,”
Russian political analyst Konstantin
Kalachev said. “Japan is not ready to
drop its claims to the islands and Russia
will  by no means recognize them.”
Foreign minister Lavrov said earlier this
year that Russia wants to “move for-
ward” its ties with Japan but is not pre-
pared to budge on the “result of World
War II”.

Russia has angered Japan recently by
building new modern compounds for its
troops stationed on two of the disputed
islands. Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev infuriated Tokyo last year
when he visited the islands, which are
home to some 19,000 Russians.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said ahead of the talks that the territorial
dispute was “far from the main issue on
the agenda”, adding that efforts to
boost trade ties would be their main
focus. — AFP

PESHAWAR: Pakistani soldiers cordon off a street leading to the Christian
colony following an attack by suicide bombers yesterday. — AFP 
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JAFFNA, Sri Lanka: UN chief Ban Ki-moon Friday toured Sri
Lanka’s former killing fields and met with war-battered minor-
ity Tamils after urging Colombo to reduce the army’s presence
to ease tensions following decades of ethnic bloodshed. The
UN Secretary-General held talks with the main opposition
politicians in the northern town of Jaffna, 400 km north of
Colombo on the final leg of the two day visit. The region saw
some of the bloodiest battles during the 37-year war with the
entire Jaffna population of 800,000 displaced at various stages
of the fighting, with many still refugees in their own country.

Dozens of Tamil civilians held pictures of their loved ones
still unaccounted for seven years after the war ended and
staged a silent demonstration outside the Jaffna public library
where Ban met with local politicians. “About 100 people from
my village signed the petition asking him (Ban) to help us get
back our property,” Tamil fisherman, Joseph Rasanayagam, 59,
told AFP before the UN diplomat’s visit.

Over 100,000 Tamils cannot access their homes in the
region, either because they were destroyed in the fighting that
ended in 2009, or because the land is still occupied by the mili-
tary. Tamil groups maintain 32 camps for internally displaced
persons in the Jaffna peninsula. Giving a public lecture in
Colombo earlier, Ban welcomed what he called symbolic steps
taken by the new government to ensure ethnic reconciliation
but called for more momentum to ensure lasting peace. — AFP
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JAFFNA: UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon carries a four
month-old baby at the resettlement village of Veeman
Kamam on the Jaffna Peninsula yesterday. — AFP 

VLADIVOSTOK: Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) shakes hands with
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe during a meeting on the sidelines of the
Eastern Economic Forum yesterday. — AFP 


