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NAIROBI: A middle-aged Somali-born
cleric with a bright orange beard was
this week put on a US terror list, accused
of heading the Islamic State group in
East Africa. The US State Department on
Wednesday said Abdulqadir (also
Abdiqadir) Mumin is “the head of a
group of ISIL-linked individuals in East
Africa,” using another term for IS, and
branding him a “global terrorist”. Here’s
what we know about the man, and the
threat he poses.

British Links 
Mumin was born in the semi-

autonomous Somali region of Puntland
and lived in Sweden before moving to
the UK in the 2000s, where he was grant-
ed British citizenship. In London and
Leicester, he developed a reputation as a
firebrand preacher at extremist mosques
and in videos posted online.  Monitored
by MI5, Britain’s domestic intelligence
agency, Mumin is thought to have known
Mohamed Emwazi, the IS executioner
nicknamed ‘Jihadi John’, and Michael
Adebolajo, one of two people convicted
over the 2013 murder of British soldier
Lee Rigby in London. In 2010, Mumin

travelled to Somalia to join the Shabaab,
the Al-Qaeda-aligned militant group -
which both Emwazi and Adebolajo had
tried to do, but were unsuccessful. On
arrival, he reportedly burned his British
passport then served as a Shabaab propa-
gandist and imam - “an ideologue not a
commander,” according to Matt Bryden,
director of Sahan Research, a Kenya-
based think tank.

Defection to IS 
Mumin was dispatched to mountain-

ous eastern Somaliland on the border
with his home region of Puntland in
2012 to bolster the fervor of fighters
under the command of local Shabaab
leader and Warsengili clan militia leader
Mohamed Said Atom. Atom surrendered
to the Somali government in 2014 and
Mumin eventually took control of the
Puntland faction which, separated from
the bulk of the Shabaab in Somalia’s
south, has always been an orphan
group.  Largely abandoned in the inhos-
pitable Golis mountains, Mumin reimag-
ined himself as a commander, despite
lacking any experience on the battle-
field, and announced his defection to IS,

along with a handful of fighters, in an
audio message last October. In the follow-
ing months, his small group of fighters
was harried and attacked by the Shabaab
loyalists with local Puntland media
describing him as being “on the run”.

Little Support 
Mumin’s motivations remain opaque.

In a briefing note, the International Crisis

Group think tank suggested his depar-
ture may have been “a pre-emptive
attempt... to lay claim to the spiritual
leadership of a future IS franchise in
Somalia”. The switch to IS has not won
him much support - neither in manpow-
er, money nor material - with most
observers believing he has between 20
and 100 followers, predominately from
his own Majerteen clan.

Washington said Mumin has “expand-
ed his cell of ISIL supporters by kidnap-
ping young boys aged 10-15, indoctri-
nating them, and forcing them to take up
militant activity”. Even so, as a bid to take
over Shabaab territory, Mumin’s gambit
appears to have failed dismally. A video
released in April showed Mumin at a
small training camp with a handful of
supporters in headscarves and grey
tunics carrying a variety of assault rifles,
grenade launchers and machine guns.
The remoteness of the Golis mountains
has so far saved Mumin from the fate of
other defectors who were hunted down
and killed, or chased into exile, by the
Amniyat, the Shabaab’s intelligence unit
that has crushed IS attempts to take con-
trol of the East Africa jihad. — AFP

Who is the ‘terrorist’ leading IS in Somalia?

LIBREVILLE: Two people died after
overnight post-election violence in
Gabon, witnesses said yesterday, raising
to five the number of people killed since
riots erupted after President Ali Bongo
was declared the winner of a disputed
vote. Bongo’s government pressed a
fierce crackdown, with security forces
rounding up around 1,000 people
nationwide, including two dozen oppo-
sition leaders, since riots first swept
across the capital Libreville on
Wednesday. Bongo was declared the
winner of a weekend poll by a razor-thin
margin of just under 6,000 votes,
though his main challenger, Jean Ping,
said the vote was rigged. Protestors
clashed with security forces again on
Thursday night. Bekam Ella Edzang, a
27-year-old law student, died of his
wounds in hospital on Friday morning
after he was shot in the abdomen, an
AFP journalist said. “He was injured at
around 9:00 pm (2000 GMT) by the
Republican Guard, who were firing tear
gas and live bullets,” a childhood friend
of the victim who identified himself only
as Geraud told AFP at the hospital.

In the Libreville district of Nzeng
Ayong, another AFP correspondent saw
dozens of protesters carrying the body
of a 30-year-old wrapped in the flag of
the central African nation. His mother
told AFP he was shot in front of his
home on Thursday night. The latest
deaths bring to five the number killed in
the post-poll violence.

‘No Legitimacy’ 
Also yesterday, 27 opposition and

civil society leaders said police were still
detaining them outside Ping’s head-
quarters, which security forces raided

late Wednesday. “We are cooped up
outside like cattle,” the leaders said in a
joint letter to heads of the international
community. They said such a “frontal
attack” on the opposition revealed “the
government’s desire to cover up the
electoral theft it just committed.” “We
slept on the ground, amid mosquitoes
and the sound of gunfire,” one of those
held, Paul-Marie Gondjout, Ping’s repre-
sentative at the election commission,
told AFP. He added that the public pros-
ecutor had visited, and that he had said
no charges were being brought against
the opposition leaders. In their joint let-
ter, the leaders said their “only crime
was to oppose a regime that no longer
has any legitimacy.” The interior ministry

on Thursday said up to 1,000 people
have been detained in the nationwide
post-coup crackdown. A government
spokesman has said the aim of the secu-
rity operation was to catch the “crimi-
nals” and “looters and thugs” responsi-
ble for setting the parliament building
on fire on Wednesday night.

In several districts of the coastal eco-
nomic capital Port Gentil, youths barri-
caded shops to deter further looting,
according to an AFP journalist there.
Other youths blocked minor roads and
threw stones at police, who replied by
lobbing tear gas canisters. Using car-
mounted loudspeakers, police urged
parents to tell their children to stop put-
ting up roadblocks. — AFP
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BEIRA, Mozambique: Bemusa was only eight when her
parents died of tuberculosis and she was left in the care of
an “aunt”, who made ends meet by working as a prostitute
in Mozambique’s second city, Beira. By the time Bemusa
reached puberty, her aunt wanted the girl to join her as a
sex worker on the streets of Beira, a city known for its fad-
ed colonial grandeur, busy port and sleazy nightlife. “My
foster mother would push a blue candlestick laced with
pepper into my vagina when I was 13,” said Bemusa, who
agreed to be interviewed on condition that her real name
was not used. “Each time she scolded me, ‘you must bleed
and lose it’.” When the sexual initiation failed, Bemusa’s
aunt sent two boys to sleep with her to ensure she lost her
virginity. Men paid less to have sex with “inexperienced”
girls, her aunt said. At the time, food was scarce and rice, a
staple, had become too expensive to buy. “My aunt said,
‘lose that virginity, it’s a meal ticket’,” said Bemusa, who is
now 18. Bemusa now earns on average $7 a day “on a
good day” selling sex to truckers, foreign traders and
Chinese tourists passing through Beira, a major trading
point on the Mozambique Channel for goods coming in
and out of Zimbabwe, Malawi and Zambia.

‘Ungrateful’
Women’s rights campaigners say scores of mostly

orphaned girls in Mozambique have suffered similar sexu-
al initiations at the hands of their guardians, who offer
them to rich, older men in exchange for food, clothes, cash
or even a goat. Many orphans lost their parents to
HIV/AIDS which has claimed some 800,000 lives in the
southern African country over the past decade. “To refuse
is seen as a taboo,” said Bemusa, who drinks tea brewed
with Mudzepete leaves, a hallucinogenic drink that blunts
the painful memories of her experience. “Resisting brings
violent beatings and intense shame especially when you
are an orphan. You appear ungrateful.”

The teenager, who has long abandoned her dream of
becoming a nurse and getting married, blames her aunt for
tricking her. “She said rich men in Mozambique pay more
cows for wives who are ‘easy’, with no tight genitals. I was
young, hungry, naÔve.” Disasters in recent years, such as
drought and floods, have driven poor Mozambican families
deeper into destitution, and more women into prostitu-
tion, local activists say. The UN children’s agency UNICEF
has also recognised the threat, warning in July that
drought exacerbated by El Nino could lead to a spike in
new HIV infections in southern Africa as more women and
girls turn to sex to survive. — Reuters
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Clashes leave two more 
dead in crisis-hit Gabon
Opposition,  civil society leaders detained

LIBREVILLE: A woman cries over the body of Axel Messa, 30, wrapped in the
flag of Gabon, on the ground in a street in the district of Nzeng Ayong yester-
day. — AFP 


