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CALAIS, France: France will gradually
dismantle the sprawling “Jungle”
migrant camp in the northern port of
Calais, the interior minister said ahead of
a visit to the site yesterday. Bernard
Cazeneuve told regional paper Nord-
Littoral he would press ahead with the
closure “with the greatest determina-
tion” and that the site would be disman-
tled “in stages”. Accommodation for
thousands of migrants will be created
elsewhere in France in an attempt “to
unblock Calais”, Cazeneuve said.

France has made repeated efforts to
shut down the camp of tents and tem-
porary shelters, which authorities say is
currently home to nearly 7,000 migrants
following a surge of new arrivals in
recent months. Charities helping the
migrants in the camp say the real figure
is as high as 10,000. The migrants gather
in Calais hoping to smuggle themselves
aboard lorries crossing the Channel to
Britain either through the Channel
Tunnel or on ferries. Earlier this year,
authorities cleared shelters in parts of
the site in a bid to persuade migrants to
move into more permanent accommo-
dation or camps elsewhere on the
northern coast. Calais mayor Natacha
Bouchart claimed the camp could soon
contain as many as 15,000 migrants if
authorities took several months to dis-
mantle it. “We want to call for this dis-
mantling but not in the way that it has
been announced,” said Bouchart, who
has often clashed with the government

over the “Jungle”. “If we accept this situ-
ation (of a gradual dismantling), then in
six months’ time there will be not 9,000
migrants but 15,000.” Calais residents
will stage a protest on Monday over the
effect the presence of thousands of
migrants has had on their livelihoods.
And crowding at the camp is causing
fresh tensions. Two migrants were seri-
ously hurt on Tuesday in what appears
to have been a fight between Sudanese
and Afghan residents. The Jungle’s pop-
ulation also includes large numbers of
Somalis, Kurds and Syrians. Cazeneuve
also announced that 200 more armed
police would be deployed to the site to
prevent near-daily attempts to stow
away on lorries heading for the ferry
port, bringing the total number of police
in Calais to 2,100. Since last October,
more than 5,500 asylum seekers have
left Calais for 161 special accommoda-
tion centers set up around France.

Political Hot Potato 
Franck Esnee, head of the Medecins

Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without
Borders) branch working at the camp,
agreed that the Jungle should be dis-
mantled but said the proposed alterna-
tives were “insufficient”. Additional per-
manent accommodation is needed, he
said, adding: “The government needs to
encourage initiatives by local mayors
who are proposing to take in migrants
in their towns.” The government should
also encourage the requisitioning of

public buildings to house migrants, he
said. The fate of the Jungle is already
featuring prominently in campaigns for
next year’s presidential election. Former
president Nicolas Sarkozy has called for
Britain - the country the migrants want
to reach - to take responsibility for the
migrants over the Channel. “The English
should examine the requests of all those
who want to go to England and they
should do it in England,” he told a rally
last Saturday in the nearby coastal resort
of Le Touquet. Meanwhile the British

government has dismissed as a “com-
plete non-starter” a proposal by Xavier
Bertrand, the president of the region
including Calais, to allow migrants to
lodge British asylum claims on French
soil. After Cazeneuve met British coun-
terpart Amber Rudd in Paris on Tuesday,
the ministers presented a united front.
“We are committed to working together
to strengthen the security of our shared
border (and) to strongly diminish the
migratory pressure in Calais,” they said
in a joint statement. — AFP 

Jungle migrant camp to be closed ‘in stages’

ANKARA: Turkey has sacked another
10,000 police officers, judges, prosecu-
tors and academics, according to a
decree published yesterday, as the state
continued a purge within public services
following July’s failed coup. A total of
7,669 police were dismissed in the latest
swoop on suspected coup plotters or
supporters, along with 323 personnel in
the gendarmerie, which looks after
domestic security.

A further 543 prosecutors and judges
were also dismissed, bringing the total
of those removed from the judiciary to
3,390, NTV channel reported. The state’s
post-coup crackdown on higher educa-
tion also continued, with 2,346 academ-
ics getting the sack, along with 28,000
others in education, including thou-
sands of teachers. Turkey accuses US-
based Turkish cleric Fethullah Gulen and
his Hizmet movement of ordering and
implementing the failed putsch which
left nearly 270 dead, including 24 coup-
plotters.

Since then, tens of thousands of peo-
ple within the judiciary, military, educa-
tion system and police force have been
removed, detained or arrested after
being accused of links to Gulen’s move-
ment or the coup itself. Scores of jour-
nalists have also been arrested. Also yes-
terday, the justice minister said tens of
thousands of convicts who were jailed
before the putsch had been freed, under
an initiative apparently aimed at reliev-
ing pressure on prisons which are burst-

ing with coup suspects. President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan accuses Gulen of run-
ning a “parallel state” in Turkey and
has vowed to rid the country of the
“virus” of the preacher’s influence.
Gulen, who has lived in self-imposed
exile in the United States since 1999,
strongly denies any involvement with
the bid to overthrow Erdogan. The EU
and UN have criticized the Turkish
crackdown, as well as the main opposi-
tion Republican People’s Party (CHP)

which has accused the government of
“going too far.”

To fill the gaping holes left in the
judiciary, the state has invited judges
and prosecutors who took early retire-
ment to apply to return. The latest
sweep also involved the dismissal of
more than 800 military personnel, most
of whom were already under arrest. A
total of 4,451 military personnel have
been sacked since July, including scores
of generals. — AFP

BERLIN: Germany yesterday reiterated that a parliamen-
tary resolution on Turkey’s World War I-era massacre of
Armenians was non-binding but denied it was distancing
itself from the vote to appease Ankara. Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s spokesman Steffen Seibert said it had always
been clear that the June vote calling the Ottoman-era
mass killing a “genocide” had no legally binding character,
a question he said was of great interest to Ankara.

But Seibert rejected as “misleading and wrong” a
report by news site Spiegel Online that, by reiterating this
point, Merkel’s government was seeking to appease
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. “There is a false
assertion that the German government wants to distance
itself from the resolution of the Bundestag. This is
absolutely not true,” he said. He added that parliament, as
a sovereign body, had the right to issue statements on
political issues of its choice, “even if they are not legally
binding, as it says on its website”. A Spiegel reporter fired
back, tweeting that Seibert “is doing exactly what it says in
the report which he is denying: explicitly pointing out that
the resolution is non-binding”.

‘Many Areas of Friction’ 
Already tense relations between Berlin and Ankara

took a nosedive after the vote three months ago. Erdogan
angrily charged that the 11 German lawmakers with
Turkish roots who backed it should undergo “blood tests”
to see “what kind of Turks they are”. Turkey has since then
denied German lawmakers the right to visit their national
troops on the NATO air base of Incirlik, used by Western
allies to fight jihadists in Syria. There are also fears the ris-
ing discord could imperil an EU-Ankara agreement under
which Turkey has moved to halt the mass flow of refugees
and migrants into Europe.

Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier also said yes-
terday, when asked about the Spiegel report, that the
German parliament “has the right and freedom to com-
ment on political issues but, as the parliament says itself,
not every resolution is legally binding”. — AFP

LONDON: British actresses Vanessa Redgrave (center) and Juliette
Stephenson lay flowers during a rally held outside the Home Office yester-
day, where campaigners delivered a petition signed by 75,000 Britons call-
ing on the government to help vulnerable refuge children in Calais. — AFP 
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ANKARA: Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim chairs an evaluation meeting
of the “First Hundred Days of the 65th Government” at the Cankaya Palace
yesterday. — AFP 
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