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PESHAWAR: Pakistani police officials carry an injured blast victim at a hospital yesterday following a suicide bomb attack at a district court in Mardan. — AFP 

MARDAN, Pakistan: At least 14 people were
killed and more than 50 wounded after a sui-
cide bomber attacked a court in the
Pakistani city of Mardan yesterday, police
said, the latest assault targeting Pakistan’s
legal community. The bomber shot his way
through the main gate leading to the district
court, before throwing a hand grenade and
detonating his suicide vest among the
morning crowds, senior police official Ejaz
Khan told reporters. Rescuers picked their
way through scattered human remains and
bloodstained office equipment and files to
collect survivors, witnesses said.

Amir Hussain, president of the Mardan
Bar Association, said he was in a room near-
by when the bomb detonated. “There was
dust everywhere, and people were crying
loud with pain,” he said. His suit drenched in
blood, he added: “I started picking up the
wounded and putting them in cars to take
them to hospital. I did not know if the peo-
ple I was rescuing were dead or alive.”
Lawyers were being targeted because they
are “an important part of democracy, and

these terrorists are opposed to democracy,”
he said. “Our morale is not dented. It is still
high,” he added.  

Nasir Khan Durrani, provincial police
chief, told AFP the death toll had reached 14,
with at least 58 people wounded, three of
whom were critical. Officials said the
bomber had up to eight kilos of explosives
packed into his vest, while the dead includ-
ed lawyers and police. No group has yet
claimed responsibility for the attack, which
comes three weeks after a massive suicide
blast killed scores of lawyers in the south-
western Pakistani city of Quetta, in
Balochistan.

Christians targeted 
Yesterday’s blast came as security forces

fended off four suicide bombers who were
trying to attack a Christian colony near the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provincial capital of
Peshawar, 60 km to the west of Mardan. All
four attackers were killed along with a guard
at the entrance to the colony, an army state-
ment said. Yesterday’s attacks were “a horrif-

ic reminder that Pakistan’s authorities must
do more to ensure vulnerable groups are
protected,” said Amnesty International
South Asia director Champa Patel. “Armed
groups are seeking to undermine the rule of
law by targeting both the people who
defend it in court and the people it should
protect.”

The Pakistani Taleban in particular rou-
tinely target minority groups and soft tar-
gets such as courts and schools. Taleban mil-
itants stormed a school in Peshawar in
December 2014, killing more than 150 peo-
ple, mostly children, in Pakistan’s deadliest-
ever terror attack. The army launched an
operation in June 2014 in a bid to wipe out
militant bases in the tribal areas and so bring
an end to the bloody insurgency that has
cost thousands of civilian lives since 2004.
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif con-
demned yesterday’s attacks, adding that mil-
itants were on the back foot and were
“showing (their) frustration by attacking soft
targets”. “They shall not get space to hide in
Pakistan,” he added. — AFP 

14 dead in Pakistan court blast
MANILA: An explosion at a market in the home city of
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte killed at least 10
people yesterday and wounded dozens more, officials
said, but the cause of the blast was not immediately clear.
Duterte was in Davao yesterday, but was safe and at a
police station after the explosion, his son Paolo Duterte,
who is vice mayor of the city, told Reuters. The incident
took place at a street market outside the high-end Marco
Polo hotel in Davao, in the southern Philippines, a military
spokesman told reporters by phone. A police official said
at least 30 people had been taken to hospital.

Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella, speaking to
CNN Philippines, described the blast as an “unspecified
explosion”. “There is nothing definite about it but it has
resulted in the death of 10 persons, at least 10 persons,
and injury of about 60,” Abella said. Duterte’s son Paolo
told Reuters his father was far from the location of the
blast when the explosion took place. Duterte had earlier
given a televised news conference in the city. Five men
and five women were killed, Paolo Duterte said. — AFP

Davao blast kills 10


