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DOHA/BERLIN: The United States is poised to sell $7 bil-
lion worth of Boeing Co fighter jets to Qatar and Kuwait
after years of delays, and it may start notifying US lawmak-
ers as early as next week, four US- and Gulf-based sources
familiar with the matter told Reuters.

The sales had stalled amid concerns raised by Israel,
Washington’s closest Middle East ally, that equipment sent
to Gulf Arab states would be used against it. US officials
have criticized Qatar for alleged ties to armed Islamist
groups.

Boeing said it was encouraged by continued progress
and hoped to see movement on the two big arms sales
soon. The State Department said it could not comment on
any ongoing government-to-government arms sales
requests.

A senior US administration official said it was US  policy
not to comment on proposed US defense sales until they
had been formally notified to Congress, but Washington
remained committed to the security and stability of the
Gulf region.

“For decades, we have demonstrated this commitment
through continual efforts to enhance our diplomatic rela-
tionships and build defense capacity across the region, par-
ticularly through promotion of security agreements, for-
eign military sales, exercises, training, and exchanges,” the
official said.

Delays in the process have caused frustration among US
defense officials and industry executives, who have warned
that Washington’s foot-dragging could cost them billions
of dollars of business if buyers grow impatient and seek
other suppliers.

Relations with Gulf allies
The expected approval of the fighter jet sales comes as

the White House seeks to shore up relations with Gulf Arab
allies who want to increase their military capabilities. “It is
imminent. We expect a decision next week,” said an official
from Qatar’s defense ministry, who declined to be named
as he was not authorized to speak publicly.

An adviser to Qatar’s military also said the deal was

moving ahead. Neither commented on the cost or number
of jets that would be delivered. The Pentagon and the
State Department have been considering the sale of 36
Boeing F-15 fighter jets to Qatar valued at around $4 bil-
lion. They are also considering the sale of 28 F/A-18E/F
Super Hornets, plus options for 12 more, to Kuwait in a deal
valued at around $3 billion.

Sources said officials at both agencies had largely
agreed to the deals some time ago, but had been await-
ing final approval from the White House, which is now on
board. “A decision by the administration is very close,”
said one of the sources, who was not authorized to speak
publicly.

Once the White House gives its formal approval, US  offi-
cials will start to informally notify US lawmakers before
sending a formal notification to Congress 40 days later, at
which point the deals will be publicly announced. A third
deal, the sale of F-16 fighters built by Lockheed Martin
Corp to Bahrain, remains under consideration, but approval
is not as far along, said one of the sources. — Reuters

US set to approve sales of Boeing
fighters to Qatar, Kuwait: Sources

FIFA protests
seizure of football

office in Kuwait
ZURICH: World governing body FIFA has written to the Kuwait
Football Association giving a new warning over the “escalation” of a
power struggle between the government and the Gulf state’s sports
authorities, a spokesperson said yesterday. FIFA added its voice to
the International Olympic Committee’s protest over the govern-
ment’s seizure of the KFA and Kuwait Olympic Committee offices in a
letter sent this week, the spokesperson said.

Kuwait has been suspended by the IOC and FIFA since October
last year over laws which have increased government powers over
Kuwait’s sports bodies.  International sports bodies normally reject
political interference. “In the letter, FIFA expresses its concern regard-
ing the recent escalation of events, which led to the ‘dissolution’ of
the Kuwait Olympic Committee and the KFA by government authori-
ties,” the spokesperson told AFP. The letter also protested over “the
alleged seizure by the police of their offices and property”. In “strong-
ly condemning” the government action, FIFA said that it would con-
tinue to recognize the ousted KFA president, Sheikh Talal Fahad Al
Sabah who was ousted by the government. — AFP

Co-op warned
for raising prices

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry summoned
officials of a cooperative society in Hawally governorate for sell-
ing vegetables and fruits at higher prices compared with other
co-ops. The co-op will be cited and told to sell at the same prices
as nearby co-ops. The ministry has on Thursday stressed the
importance to maintain the prices on food commodities and end
any unnecessary price hike after the increase of fuel prices. The
ministry said in a press release, after its officials held a meeting
with the Union of Cooperative Societies, discussing ways to
intensify monitoring the market and enforcing the law to stop
any kind of commercial fraud which will affect consumers.


