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Kuwait criminalizes 
chemical drug ‘Spice’ 

Move taken after extensive consultations 
KUWAIT: Trading or dealing in the drug known as “Spice” has
been classified as a criminal offense in Kuwait. Assistant under-
secretary for legal affairs at the Ministry of Health Mahmoud Al-
Abdulhadi told KUNA yesterday that the ministry’s senior offi-
cials along with their counterparts at the Ministry of Interior
held several intensive meetings, which ended by criminalizing
the substance.

Dr Abdulhadi said that Minister of Health Dr Ali Saad Al-
Obaidi signed and issued the order two days earlier, and that it
will be published in the official gazette next week. He added
“the substances that are used by some of our youth have been
categorized into six chemical groups, while the derivatives have
reached 1,500 substances extracted from the drug”. Abdulhadi
noted that these substances were legal in the past. However,
“now their usage has been criminalized like other drugs such as
cocaine, heroin, Captagon and pethidine”.  —  KUNA 

DUBAI: An autonomous 10-seater minibus is pictured during a trial run along Mohammed bin Rashid Boulevard on
Thursday. — AFP 

DUBAI: Dubai has unveiled its first driverless bus service,
launching a month-long trial period for the electric vehicle
with a view to expanding it across the futuristic Gulf city
state. The 10-seat vehicle made its first trip on Thursday
along a 700-m stretch of road in downtown Dubai, near to
the Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest tower. Developed joint-
ly by French group Easy Mile and Dubai-based Omnix, the
minibus is powered by an electric motor and can hit
speeds of 40 km per hour.

But, thanks to cutting-edge guidance technology, its
developers say the bus can adapt its speed to the surround-
ing environment and even come to a complete halt if a
pedestrian were to cross its path. It can be programmed to
navigate between Dubai’s main tourist attractions, including
the Burj Khalifa, the Dubai Mall, Dubai Opera and the Souk Al-
Bahar shopping center, the emirate’s Road Transport
Authority (RTA) said in a statement. 

Thursday’s test run was “the first and very important stage
in our efforts to introduce this type of vehicle into Dubai’s
transport network,” RTA official Ahmed Bahrozyan told AFP.
Mattar Al-Tayer, the RTA’s director general, said it aimed to
have a quarter of all Dubai transport automated by 2030.
Dubai is a leading tourist destination in the Gulf, attracting
14.2 million visitors in 2015. — AFP 

Dubai debuts driverless minibus

MOSCOW: Uzbekistan’s President Islam Karimov died yes-
terday, the government announced, ending more than 25
years of his iron-fisted rule in the Central Asian nation with
no clear successor lined up. “Dear compatriots, it is with
huge grief in our hearts that we announce to you the death
of our dear president,” a state TV presenter said, reading an
official statement. Authorities said Karimov, 78, was pro-
nounced dead at 8:55 pm
local time (1555 GMT) fol-
lowing days of speculation
that authorities were delay-
ing the confirmation of his
death after he reportedly
suffered a stroke over the
weekend. 

The strongman’s funeral
will be held in his home city
of Samarkand today as the
country begins three days
of mourning, the statement said, with Uzbekistan now fac-
ing its greatest period of uncertainty in its post-Soviet histo-
ry. Loyalist Prime Minister Shavkat Mirziyoyev will head the
committee charged with organizing his funeral, suggesting
that he could be in l ine to take over from Karimov.
Karimov’s youngest daughter Lola wrote on Facebook that
“he has left us...I am struggling for words, I can’t believe it
myself”. 

Long condemned by rights groups for brutally crushing
dissent, Karimov has ruled landlocked Uzbekistan since
before it gained independence from the Soviet Union in
1991. Born on January 30, 1938, Karimov was raised in an
orphanage in the ancient city of Samarkand, before study-
ing mechanical engineering and economics and rising up
the ranks of the Communist Party to become head of Soviet
Uzbekistan in 1989.  —  AFP 
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Dubai residents board the autonomous minibus during
the trial run. 


