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BERLIN: Manuel Neuer succeeds Bastian Schweinsteiger as
Germany captain having already served his apprenticeship in
charge of die Mannschaft on the big stage. Neuer donned the
captain’s armband for all of Germany’s Euro 2016 matches,
apart from the semi-final defeat when Schweinsteiger made
his only start of the tournament. Even when Schweinsteiger
came on early against Italy in the quarter-final, Neuer was
quick to hand the midfielder the captain’s armband: “I wanted
to send him a clear signal that we were behind him.”

The 30-year-old Neuer has 71 caps to his name and has
been Germany’s first-choice goalkeeper since the 2010 World
Cup with no serious challengers. He made history during the
European championships in Germany’s 3-0 last 16 win over
Slovakia. It was his fifth straight game without conceding a
goal for Germany and in the proud 108-year history of the
German FA (DFB), no other goalkeeper has managed five con-
secutive cleansheets for die Mannschaft. Neuer has seen off
Sami Khedira, Thomas Mueller and Jerome Boateng to suc-
ceed Schweinsteiger as Germany captain.

Head coach Joachim Loew has been a fan since Neuer
replaced Rene Adler in goal for the 2010 World Cup in South
Africa and his rivals have not had a look in since. “In recent
years he has dominated the goalkeeper position like no one
before him,” head coach Joachim Loew has said of Neuer. “He
is an incredible personality, on and off the pitch.”

Quiz show, Disney voice over 
At six foot, three inches (1.93cm), Neuer is an imposing

presence. But he proved he can deal with quizshow questions
just as well as crosses in November 2011. He won half a mil-
lion euros for charity on a celebrity version of “Who Wants To
Be A Millionaire?” on German TV. He also voiced over a charac-
ter in the German version of the Disney cartoon film ‘Monsters
University’ in 2013.

Neuer has been voted the world’s best goalkeeper for the
last three years and won the Golden Glove award as the best
goalkeeper at the 2014 World Cup. His ‘sweeper-keeper’ style
- leaving his goal to act as an extra defender - helped
Germany win the world title. He finished third behind Lionel
Messi and winner Cristiano Ronaldo for the 2014 Ballon d’Or.
His aim is simple: to be the best goalkeeper there is. “My
ambition has always been to be as perfect as possible, I have
never made any secret of that,” Neuer told GQ magazine.
“That’s how I work everyday in training. I always try to
improve myself.” It’s hard to believe, but some Bayern Munich
fans did not want him when he signed from Schalke in 2011
for 22 million euros ($24.25m). The problem for Bavarian die-
hards was that Neuer is Gelsenkirchen born and bred and
played for city team Schalke. He used to have the initials GE-
the city’s car registration letters-printed on his boots. Bayern
fans were upset when Neuer impersonated Bayern’s leg-
endary goalkeeper Oliver Kahn. It did not help that Neuer
sobbed his way through his Schalke press conference in April
2011 to announce he was leaving.

‘Koan Neuer (No Neuer)’ placards appeared at Bayern
games. That was forgotten when Neuer went more than a thou-
sand minutes without conceding in his first season at Bayern to
break Kahn’s record. He has been in goal through Bayern’s four
Bundesliga title wins over the last four years, the first time a
Germany club has managed the feat. Outgoing coach Pep
Guardiola described Neuer as ‘the best there is’ and said he
expects the 30-year-old to finish his career in Munich. — AFP 

SAITAMA: Japan were left fuming over
a refereeing howler after a shock defeat
to UAE rocked their World Cup qualify-
ing campaign yesterday, while South
Korea held off China to win 3-2. Asian
champions Australia overcame a nervy
start to beat Iraq 2-0 as Asia’s third
round of 2018 World Cup qualifying got
underway, with 12 teams vying for four
automatic berths.

Japan were favorites to beat UAE in
Saitama and they took the lead through
AC Milan forward Keisuke Honda’s head-
er in the 11th minute. But Ahmed
Khalil’s sumptuous free kick and penalty
either side of half-time ensured a 2-1
win for the visitors, who also got lucky
when Japan had a late equalizer disal-
lowed. Japan should have finished the
game 2-2 but the officials failed to spot
that Takuma Asano’s shot, clawed away
by Khalid Eisa, had crossed the line, as
shown by TV replays.

Qatari referee Abdulrahman Al
Jassim waved away Japan’s protests as
the Blue Samurai crashed once again to
UAE, their conquerors in last year’s Asian

Cup quarter-finals. “The referee was
unacceptable,” thundered Japan coach
Vahid Halilhodzic, when asked about
the Asano ghost goal. He added that 2-1
was a “horrible result”. “They had many
chances, and they lost two goals after a
free kick and a penalty kick that could
have been avoided,” glowered the
Bosnian.

China fight-back 
In Seoul, Zheng Zhi’s early own goal

ultimately condemned China to a 3-2
defeat to South Korea despite a spirited
fight-back from the visitors. China’s talis-
man became their fall-guy as he inad-
vertently bundled Son Heung-Min’s free
kick into his own net on 20 minutes at
Seoul World Cup Stadium. Lee Chung-
Yong and Koo Ja-Cheol both scored to
pile on the pain for China but the visi-
tors nearly hauled their way back into it
following late strikes from Yu Hai and
Hao Junmin.

However, a precious equalizer eluded
Gao Hongbo’s men and they start with a
defeat as they embark on the year-long

final qualifying group stage. While
South Korea are targeting a 10th World
Cup, China have only ever reached the
showpiece once, in 2002, although
President Xi Jinping has ambitions of
awakening the sleeping giant and turn-
ing it into a global football power.
Earlier, hotshots Massimo Luongo and
Tomi Juric were both on target as
Australia overcame a dogged Iraq outfit
to win 2-0 in Perth.

The Socceroos were strong favorites
but they didn’t have it all their own way
until QPR’s Luongo and FC Luzern striker
Juric scored in a seven-minute, second-
half burst. “It was a great way to come
back today,” said Juric, who was recalled
by coach Ange Postecoglou after miss-
ing Australia’s friendlies against Greece
in June. “There definitely could have
been a few more (goals) on our side, but
it is a great result to start this campaign.”
The top two in each of Asia’s two groups
of six will qualify for the World Cup in
Russia, while the third-placed sides will
face each other for the right to contest
an intercontinental play-off.— AFP 

Neuer: Germany’s 
safe hands skipper

SAITAMA: Japan’s midfielder Keisuke Honda (L) and United Arab Emirates’ (UAE) midfielder Khamis Esmaeel (R) vie for the
ball during the World Cup 2018 football qualification match between Japan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). — AFP

Japan fume over ref howler 
as Koreans see off China

LILLE: This file photo taken on June 26, 2016 shows
Germany’s goalkeeper Manuel Neuer during the Euro
2016 round of 16 football match between Germany and
Slovakia at the Pierre-Mauroy stadium. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar football officials are concerned right now with
qualification for the 2018 World Cup finals, but preparations
continue apace for the Gulf state’s controversial hosting of the
2022 tournament. Despite continued human rights and trade
unions concerns over labor, a Swiss corruption investigation
into the awarding of the tournament to the tiny Gulf emirate,
switching the tournament from its traditional June and July to
November and December because of the desert country’s fierce
summer, and a drop in oil prices hitting the country’s energy-
reliant economy, Qatar remains on schedule to host football’s
biggest tournament.

This week, a senior official from the Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy, the group overseeing the organization of
the tournament, told Arabic language daily Al Watan that all

projects for 2022 will be delivered on time. “Work on the Qatar
2022 projects is going full swing,” said executive director, Ali
Ghanim Al-Kuwari. “All the projects are in an advanced stage of
design and implementation.”

FIFA is set to make a final decision on the number of stadiums
to be used in 2022 by the end of this year, but it is widely expect-
ed to be eight. Earlier this summer, Jurgen Muller, FIFA’s head of
planning and infrastructure, told a Doha conference that Qatar’s
infrastructure and stadium projects were “well on track”. Of the
eight stadiums, all but one-Al Bayt-are located in the capital
Doha or its suburbs. Building work has begun on six of the stadi-
ums and the first stadium, Khalifa International, should be com-
pleted by the beginning of 2017, said Al-Kuwari. Khalifa will also
host the World Athletics Championships in 2019. — Reuters

Qatar prepares for World Cups


