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NEW YORK: At this year’s US Open, the fashion’s so bright,
you gotta wear shades. Ultra-bright, neon hues of yellow,
pink and orange are exploding all over the courts at
Flushing Meadows, with players’ decked out in outfits
down to the socks and shoelaces that make a screaming,
flashbulb-like assault on the rods and cones. Think a desk
full of highlighter pens, only brighter.

“It’s a very cool outfit,” said American player Jack Sock,
who took the court Wednesday with an all-fluorescent yel-
low kit, socks and all. “Maybe because it’s New York City,
there’s that electric feeling and a lot of buzz, excitement,
anticipation. ... Loud audiences and loud matches go
along with the loud outfits.”

The neon trend has been building for years and
harkens back to the 1990s, when players such as Andre
Agassi in his long-hair days struck a rebellious pose. Nike,
in particular, is taking it mainstream this year, with well
over a dozen players in the men’s and women’s draws
decked out from head to toe in bright yellow, with black
and pink accents that only serve to make the color seem
brighter. Rafael Nadal stands apart from his Nike comrades
in a relatively staid black outfit, but the soles of his feet are
festooned in ultra-bright yellow.

New York City lights
The color was so ubiquitous that several times in the

early rounds, competing players battled it out in the same,
official all-yellow Nike line, which the company says takes
its cues from “the bright lights of New York City ... bright
color spectrums mimic the chromatic shift of neon lights.”
But does it go too far? When 2009 champion Juan Martin
del Potro strode on court for his opening match in gleam-
ing yellow shirt, shorts, socks, shoes and headband, one
Twitter commenter struck a familiar snarky tone: “Be one
with the tennis ball. Literally turn into one.” Another feed,
Vamos Delpo Fans, tweeted simply : “Daaaang Nike thats
yellow.”

Judy Murray, mother of No 2-seed Andy Murray, tweet-
ed on the stylings of a fellow British player: “Has someone
attacked Kyle Edmund with a highlighter pen?” Sock may
have gotten the better of his opponent Mischa Zverev on
the court, but the German more than held his own on the
loud scale, with an Adidas ensemble of shocking pink hat,
pink and yellow shirt, pink shorts and pink shoes. Zverev
even set off the outfit, intentionally or not, with neon yel-
low tennis strings.

Asked about his neon pink New Balance shoes, which
stood out in an otherwise conservative kit of white and
black, Canadian Milos Raonic was resigned to go with the
fashion flow. “The color is very pink and loud, but I like the
outfit,” Raonic said. “I like the sort of disconnectedness -
that that’s sort of the focal point.”— AP 

NEW YORK: French Open champion Garbine Muguruza and
Wimbledon runner-up Milos Raonic crashed out of the US Open
Wednesday as the $150 million roof on Arthur Ashe Stadium
rolled smoothly into action for the first time. Third seeded
Spaniard Muguruza, who has struggled in the aftermath of her
Roland Garros breakthrough in June, slumped to a 7-5, 6-4 loss
to Latvia’s Anastasija Sevastova, the world number 48. A horri-
bly out of sorts Muguruza rallied from 1-5 down in the second
set, saving three match points, but Sevastova, who briefly quit
the sport in 2013, held her nerve for the victory. Having not won
a match at the US Open in five years before this week, 26-year-
old Sevastova now goes on to face Kateryna Bondarenko, a 5-7,
7-6 (7/5), 7-5 winner in three hours over China’s Zheng Saisai.
“This is why I came back to the sport for the big stages like this
and night sessions at the Slams. But I was shaking a little at the
end,” she said. Muguruza admitted she had been outplayed.

“It was a very tough match. I think I didn’t play well.
Everything she was doing was working,” said the 22-year-old
who has never made the third round in New York. Meanwhile,
120th-ranked Ryan Harrison of the United States stunned fifth
seeded Raonic 6-7 (4/7), 7-5, 7-5, 6-1 in another second round
upset. “It was extremely physical out there. I was playing on
adrenaline,” said 24-year-old qualifier Harrison who was as high
as 43 in the world in 2012. He goes on to face experienced
Cypriot Marcos Baghdatis for a place in the last 16. Harrison has
now reached the third round of a Slam for the first time after
recording just a second win over a top 10 opponent in 27 meet-
ings. Raonic, considered as a potential title dangerman in New
York, hit 69 winners but committed 62 unforced errors. “I start-
ed cramping midway through the second set. There was a lot of
nerves and stress. It was a result of over-exuberance,” said 25-
year-old Raonic.

Nadal first winner under roof 
Rafael Nadal, the 2010 and 2013 champion, eased past Italy’s

Andreas Seppi 6-0, 7-5, 6-1 in a match which became the first to
be completed under the new retractable roof on Ashe. Light
rain caused the structure to be closed at 3-3 in the second set
with play only held up for around seven minutes. “It’s part of
history and I am very happy to be the first to play under the
roof,” said Nadal, who was also the first to practice beneath the
roof on the cavernous 22,000-capacity arena.

Nadal beat Seppi for the eighth time in nine matches and
next faces Russia’s Andrey Kuznetsov. World number one Novak
Djokovic made the last 32 of a major for the 33rd successive

time without hitting a ball when Jiri Vesely of the Czech
Republic withdrew from their second round encounter suffer-
ing an inflammation of the left forearm. Djokovic will face 34-
year-old Russian Mikhail Youzhny, twice a semi-finalist, on
Friday for a place in the last 16.

Konta drama 
Britain’s Johanna Konta, the 13th seed, collapsed on court

with heat sickness before completing a 6-2, 5-7, 6-2 win over
Bulgaria’s Tsvetana Pironkova. After a medical timeout, the
Briton dropped the second set before heading off on a lengthy
toilet break which did little to help her opponent’s composure
in the decider. “I’m a little embarrassed. I’m not a fan of drama. I
did the best that I could with the cards that I had,” said Konta.
Angelique Kerber, the second seeded Australian Open champi-
on, made the last 32 by seeing off 34-year-old Mirjana Lucic-
Baroni of Croatia 6-2, 7-6 (9/7). Kerber faces 17-year-old CiCi
Bellis of the United States, for a place in the last 16. Croatian sev-
enth seed Marin Cilic, the 2014 champion, made the last 32 by
seeing off Sergiy Stakhovsky 6-1, 6-2, 6-3. — AFP 

Muguruza, Raonic crash as
the roof shuts on US Open

NEW YORK: Rafael Nadal of Spain serves to Andreas Seppi of Italy during his second round Men’s Singles match on Day
Three of the 2016 US Open at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center on August 31, 2016 in the Flushing neigh-
borhood.—AFP
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NEW YORK: Jack Sock, of the United States, hits a fore-
hand to Mischa Zverev, of Germany, at the U.S. Open
tennis tournament. — AP 

NEW YORK: Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates victory over
Andreas Seppi. — AFP


