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He snowboards, he hikes, he surfs-Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau is already a bit of an action hero. But now,
Marvel has made him into a real superhero, in a comic

book that hit newsstands Wednesday. Trudeau graces one of two
covers of the latest edition of “Civil War II:  Choosing Sides”-seat-
ed in the corner of a boxing ring, smiling, his elbows resting on
the ropes, with the maple leaf symbol emblazoned on his tank
top and wearing red boxing gloves.

The 44-year-old prime minister is surrounded by Canadian
superheroes Puck, Sasquatch and Aurora-members of the Alpha
Flight squad-as Iron Man looms in the background. The main cov-
er in circulation does not feature Trudeau. The comic book also
introduces a mysterious new character, Ulysses, who has the
power to predict the future.

Trudeau is consulted in his Ottawa office by the members of
Alpha Flight after a disagreement breaks out over how to leverage
Ulysses’s powers.  Captain Marvel wants to take measures to pre-
vent crimes before they occur, while Tony Stark (Iron Man) views it
as immoral to punish anyone for a crime they have not yet commit-
ted. Trudeau takes a principled view, telling his comrades: “Above
all else civil liberties must be protected.  “I think imprisoning people
for crimes they may not even have thought of yet is wrong... I think
this is a dangerous path you’ve embarked on.” Trudeau’s father
Pierre, who also served as Canada’s prime minister, also appeared
in a Marvel comic released in 1979. — AFP

Justin Trudeau - Marvel’s latest superhero

The cover of US publisher Marvel’s comic book, featuring
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau as a super hero in
front of a newstand in Montreal, Canada. — AFP

Apiece of wood recovered at a dig near the Great
Pyramid of Giza shows for the first time that
ancient Egyptians used metal in their boats,

archaeologists said Wednesday. Circular and U-shaped
metal hooks were found in one of the components of a
boat, discovered the same year as Khufu’s “solar boat”,
buried near the Great Pyramid. Solar boats, buried in pits
next to royal burial chambers, may have been used for a
pharaoh’s funeral procession, while others were intended
for travels in the afterworld.

The piece of wood measures eight meters (25 foot) in
length, 40 centimeters (almost 16 inches) wide and four
centimeters in thickness. From the boats found across
Egypt, “we have not found the use of metals in their
frames like in this boat”, Mohamed Mostafa Abdel-
Megeed, an antiquities ministry official and expert in
boat-making in ancient Egypt, told AFP on the sidelines of
a Cairo press conference. The U-shaped hooks were used
“to place the paddles to prevent friction of wood against
wood”, said Sakuji Yoshimura, an Egyptologist from
Japan. The Great Pyramid-also known as the Pyramid of
Cheops-is the largest of the three Giza pyramids. It houses
the tomb of Pharaoh Khufu who ruled more than 4,500
years ago. — AFP
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The Beekman, center, is being renovated into a luxury hotel in New York.

Window seating in Eataly offers a view of One World Trade
Center, right, in New York.

The bar in Eataly’s ‘osteria della pace’ restaurant opens in
New York.

center houses subways and a New Jersey PATH train station.
Elsewhere in Lower Manhattan, a Tom Colicchio restaurant is

planned for the just-opened Beekman Hotel; the soon-to-open
Four Seasons hotel will host a Wolfgang Puck restaurant, and the
storied Nobu restaurant will move downtown from Tribeca. Other
downtown attractions include Alexander Hamilton’s tomb in the
graveyard of Trinity Church, the National Museum of the
American Indian and the SeaGlass Carousel, which opened last
year near where boats leave for the Statue of Liberty and Ellis
Island. But near the top of many visitors’ New York itineraries
these days is a pilgrimage to the place where planes turned the
twin towers into smoking piles of twisted steel and rubble. The
tranquil park formally known as the National September 11
Memorial features tree-lined walkways and reflecting pools in the
footprints of the twin towers. 

Bronze parapets around the pools bear the names of the near-
ly 3,000 dead. On Monday, park visitors included three siblings
from Barcelona, Arantxa, Meus and Pau Saloni, on their first trip to
New York. “It’s really sad to see all the names, but it’s nice to
remember them,” said Meus. Also visiting Monday were Su-Ting
Fu and his family, in town from suburban Westchester. “We lived
in New York City when 9/11 happened,” he said. “But we hadn’t
come to see this until today. It’s nice to see everything they’ve
done to memorialize it, but I also love the greenery, and how it
feels very much like a living type of memorial.” Lappin said the
neighborhood’s rebirth is a fitting tribute to the 9/11 tragedy.
“We honor those who were lost, but we also celebrate life and
move forward.”— AP

Egyptian archaeologist Mohamed Anwar works on
parts of the second solar boat of Pharaoh Khufu at
the restoration laboratory, located behind the Great
Pyramid of Cheops (aka Pyramid of Khufu) on the
Giza Plateau, on the southern outskirts of the capital
Cairo. — AFP


