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HONG KONG: Hong Kong schools are
becoming a new battleground in a nascent
campaign for the city’s independence, with
some young activists starting the new term
yesterday by defying authorities with calls
for a split from mainland China. The free-
wheeling business hub has been on edge
over the past couple of years over a cam-
paign by some residents to preserve and
promote their city’s freedoms in the face of
what they see as a bid by Beijing to curb
them. The former British territory returned
to Chinese rule in 1997 under a “one coun-
try, two systems” pact meant to safeguard
its ways but the refusal of Beijing to give
ground on a demand for full democracy has
sapped many people’s faith in the formula.

“‘One country, two systems’ is just a lie
so Hong Kong independence is our way
out,” said one 15-year-old student who is a

member of an umbrella group promoting
discussion of independence in schools. As
teenagers headed into the Munsang
College yesterday, one student dressed in
its all-white uniform handed out stickers dis-
playing a mock “Republic of Hong Kong
Passport”. It was not long before a teacher
led him inside. A vice principal told Reuters
the boy’s material had not been approved
by the student council, though the school
welcomed balanced debate.

Outside the gates of another school,
Ying Wa College, a 17-year-old distributed
leaflets urging students to think about alter-
natives to “one country, two systems”.
Media reported such campaigning at least
six schools. Debate on independence was
once unheard of in Hong Kong and for most
residents it remains a youthful dream rather
than a serious proposal that Beijing will ever

consider. But the fact that it is being debat-
ed illustrates what many in the city consider
a sea change brought about by 79 days of
student-led pro-democracy protests in
2014.

Warnings
Since then, many city residents have

decried what they see as increasing Beijing
interference in various sectors to stifle dis-
sent, including in schools. “We are doing
what the Communist Party has been
doing,” Andy Chan, a leader of a pro-inde-
pendence political party, told Reuters, refer-
ring to what he believes is infiltration into
student groups by China’s ruling
Communist Party.

Chan, who was disqualified from run-
ning in a city legislative election on Sunday
because of his views, said his group was tar-

geting school children as they were future
leaders. Authorities have warned against
the promotion of independence, saying
classroom discussions should be confined
to the boundaries set by Hong Kong’s mini
constitution, the Basic Law, which states the
city is an “inalienable part” of China.

Hong Kong’s Secretary for Education
Eddie Ng told reporters after meeting
Ministry of Education officials in Beijing last
month he had raised the prospect of ideas
on independence “invading” campuses.
“No pro-independence advocacy or activi-
ties should be allowed in schools,” Hong
Kong’s Education Bureau said in a response
to Reuters, adding that teachers should stick
to the Basic Law as a framework and avoid
“political indoctrination”. The bureau has
said teachers who promote independence
could lose their qualification. —Reuters

Hong Kong school term begins; students call for independence

W A S H I N G T O N :  US lawmakers  are
pressing Washington to get tough on
institutionalized sexual slavery of boys
by Afghan forces, with some invoking
a human r ights law that prohibits
American aid to foreign military units
committing such violations. The call
follows an AFP report in June which
revealed the Taleban are exploiting
the entrenched practice of pedophilic
“bacha bazi”-literally “boy play”-in the
Afghan police to mount deadly insider
attacks in the country’s volatile south. 

The revelation prompted congress-
man Duncan Hunter to demand US
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter take
“immediate steps to stop child rape”
amid an American military presence in
Afghanistan.  The Department of
Defense replied to Hunter last week,

stating in a letter seen by AFP that it
was committed to holding perpetra-
tors accountable. 

The letter added that General John
Nicholson,  the US commander  in
Afghanistan, had “reaffirmed” tactical
guidance “stating that when US per-
sonnel suspect members of (Afghan
security forces) have violated human
rights, including child sexual abuse,
they must report that... to appropriate
(Afghan) officials”. The response falls
far short of a zero tolerance policy,
Hunter said. “At the very least, the US
government should state, as a position
of official policy, that child rape amid a
US force presence won’t be tolerated
and expectations should be imposed
on how allegations and evidence are
handled,” he told AFP this week. “So

far that’s yet to occur beyond a simple
reporting requirement.”

That view was echoed by other US
lawmakers who last year called on
watchdog agency SIGAR to launch an
independent probe into “predatory
sexual behavior” by Afghan forces,
which is  st i l l  ongoing.  Many had
expressed shock over media reports
suggesting the US military had disci-
plined American personnel who tried
to intervene to stop bacha bazi abuse,
and urged SIGAR to focus on the
implementation of the so-called Leahy
Law.  The 1997 law,  named after
Senator Patrick Leahy, prohibits US
assistance to allied foreign military
and police units against whom credi-
ble evidence of grave human viola-
tions exists. —AFP

US charges ex-Air 
China worker for 

smuggling for 
China’s army

NEW YORK: An ex-Air China Ltd employee was indicted on
Wednesday for smuggling packages onto flights from New
York to China on behalf of Chinese military personnel sta-
tioned at the country’s UN mission, US prosecutors said.
Ying Lin, 46, was also accused in an indictment filed in fed-
eral court in Brooklyn of obstructing justice by helping a
Chinese national the Federal Bureau of Investigation was
investigating to flee the country last year.

Prosecutors did not name the Chinese national, but his
description matches that of Qin Fei of Beijing, who other
court records show the FBI has suspected may be involved
with Chinese intelligence. Qin’s link to Lin was revealed
recently following the filing in court of the FBI’s 2015 inter-
view of Ng Lap Seng, a Macau billionaire accused of partici-
pating in a UN bribery and who was also linked to Lin.
Lawyers for Lin and Qin did not respond to requests for
comment. Ng’s lawyer declined comment. An Air China
spokeswoman did not respond to requests for comment.

China’s Defense Ministry declined to comment. Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said she
“did not understand the relevant situation”. She did not
elaborate. Lin, a resident of the city’s Queens borough, was
previously arrested in August 2015 and charged for struc-
turing financial transactions. She pleaded not guilty. The
new indictment alleged Lin, while working for Air China at
New York’s John F Kennedy International Airport, helped
smuggle packages onto flights from Chinese military offi-
cers at its UN mission and employees at China’s consulate.

In return, Lin received discounted liquor from diplomat-
ic duty-free shops and tax-exempt electronic device pur-
chases, prosecutors said. The obstruction charge stemmed
from a warning the indictment said Lin gave to a Chinese
national after FBI agents interviewed her two adult daugh-
ters in October 2015. The indictment said Lin helped the
individual, called her “Confederate,” depart on an Air China
flight for Beijing that Oct 28. While not named, the indict-
ment said Lin was responsible for renovating and furnish-
ing a Long Island residence the “Confederate” owned.
Property records list Lin as an agent for Qin’s $10 million
Long Island mansion.

In his FBI interview, Ng discussed Qin’s mansion. He
called Qin a consultant at Ng’s company, Sun Kian Ip
Group. Prosecutors have accused Ng of giving John Ashe,
who served as UN General Assembly from 2013 to 2014,
over $500,000 in bribes to, among other things, support a
UN-backed conference center in Macau his company
would develop. Ashe, a former UN ambassador from
Antigua and Barbuda, died in June awaiting trial. Ng has
pleaded not guilty. —Reuters

MPs urge crackdown on 
Afghan child sex slavery
Washington urged to tackle institutionalized slavery

NANGARHAR: An Afghan health worker administers polio drops to a child during a polio vaccination campaign in the
Surkh Rod district of Nangarhar province. US lawmakers are pressing Washington to get tough on institutionalized sex-
ual slavery of boys by Afghan forces, with some invoking a human rights law that prohibits American aid to foreign mili-
tary units committing such violations. —AFP


