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Delhi women’s minister
sacked for ‘sex tape’

NEW DELHI: The Delhi women’s minister has been
sacked after a ‘sex video’ showing him kissing two
women was leaked to the media, in the latest scandal
involving the Indian capital’s government. Women’s
and children’s minister Sandeep Kumar was removed
from his post by the Delhi  chief  minister late
Wednesday shortly after the “objectionable” tape was
sent to him and national television stations. “We never
try to cover up wrongdoings when evidence comes up
against our ministers or party workers, unlike other par-
ties,” chief minister Arvind Kejriwal said yesterday.
“Recd (received) objectionable CD of minister Sandeep
Kr. AAP stands for propriety in public life,” Kejriwal said
on Twitter late Wednesday, announcing the sacking
and referring to his anti-corruption Aam Aadmi Party. 

Kumar, a married father of one, said he was the vic-
tim of a political conspiracy over the tape ostensibly
showing him on a bed dressed only in his shorts kissing
one of the women. Only snippets of the video have
been aired on news channels but they, along with pho-
tographs, appear to also show him kissing another
woman. “This is a conspiracy against me because I was
becoming a prominent face of the Dalit community in
the city,” Kumar told reporters yesterday, referring to
India’s lowest social Dalit caste. “Check the authenticity
of the CD. It is a matter of investigation, a conspiracy to
suppress me.”

The opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which
rules at the national level and has been embroiled in
bitter disputes with Kejriwal’s government, called on
the chief minister to resign. Kejriwal, an anti-corruption
campaigner turned politician, oversaw a dramatic
landslide victory over Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
BJP at city elections last year. But his government has
been hit by controversy, with the law minister arrested
in June last year on allegations his law degree was fake
and another minister removed over corruption allega-
tions. — AFP 

BAZARAK: His first public appearance was
at the tender age of 12, a tiny figure walk-
ing, head down in grief, beside his leg-
endary father’s coffin. Fifteen years later,
Ahmad Massoud, son of Ahmad Shah
Massoud-the charismatic, French-speaking
mujahedeen commander who held the
Soviets at bay and was Afghanistan’s last
bulwark against the Taleban-is ready to
step into the spotlight once more.

When he arrives unannounced at his
father’s tomb in an immaculate white shal-
war kameez, it is as though he were an
apparition: a woman in a burqa falls to her
knees and wails, while an elderly man in a
faded turban wipes his eyes.  The young
Ahmad has the same deep brown eyes as
his father, whose portrait by turns pensive,
serious, laughing-adorns every wall, shop,
corner of every road in the valley he held
undefeated. 

Dubbed the “Lion of Panjshir”, Massoud
the elder was commander of a muja-
hedeen force that battered one of the
world’s two superpowers into submission,
and later of the Northern Alliance formed
to fight the Taleban.  He is a national hero,
though memories of him in Kabul are taint-
ed by destruction in the capital during the
civil war of the 1990s.But in the famed
Panjshir Valley, three hours north of the
city, devotion is without nuance. 

Massoud was killed on September 9,
2001, by two fake reporters sent by Al-
Qaeda, the terrorist organization’s gift to
its hosts in Afghanistan, the Taleban.  It
was just two days before its attacks on the
United States. Fifteen years on Ahmad
recounts his father’s last days to AFP, sur-
rounded by flowers in the family’s garden,
their brightness set off by the camel-col-
ored mountains of the valley. Coming face
to face with his father’s body was a pro-
found shock for a child who, despite war’s
devastation, had never seen a corpse
before.  “Everything changed,” he says.
“From that moment I realized I had to
change everything I learned so far, and at
the age of 12 I had to be another person.”

Devoted to Afghanistan 
All of Panjshir attended the comman-

der’s funeral amid chaos: by then the 9/11
attacks had taken place, and Afghanistan-
still under Taleban rule-knew it would be
war.  When Ahmad appeared, crowds
surged behind him. The child walked with
his head down, his hands clasped behind
his back, as his father had done. His clear
voice moved mourners to tears as he
echoed Massoud’s call for independence.
It was not until years later that he under-
stood the true burden of his inheritance.  “I
was in love with astronomy,” he said. “I
was full of energy, I was on fire.” 

But one of his father’s friends told him:
“We expect you to work on a solution for
the Afghan people, and I don’t think you
will find it on another planet.” His passion
doused, he made instead for London,
King’s College to study international rela-
tions. Now 27, Ahmad is set to complete
his schooling and return home. It was all
for Afghanistan, he says. “I studied to
come back. I have no dual nationalities, I
have no property outside Afghanistan, I
have nothing... I am completely devoted.”
Afghanistan in 2016 remains insecure.
“This government has kept none of its
promises,” Ahmad says. 

Facing a resurgent Taleban,
Washington renewed its military commit-
ments to Kabul in June, and Ahmad
expressed his gratitude for international
support even as he remained critical of US
policies. “With the campaign of Iraq, they
completely overlooked Afghanistan and
they allowed a false shepherd ... to be in
charge,” he says, resulting in the mess of
today. He refused to name names. But the
criticism appeared to target both current
president Ashraf Ghani-who shares power
in a fragile agreement negotiated by the
US with Massoud’s ally,  Abdullah
Abdullah-and Ghani’s predecessor, Hamid
Karzai.

‘They hijacked Islam’ 
Much of the pathos surrounding

Ahmad Shah Massoud includes specula-
tion about how Afghanistan would look
today had he lived. “He did not want any-
one to intervene in Afghanistan,” Ahmad
says. His father warned the world about

bin Laden, he says, referring to a speech
Massoud made to the European
Parliament in the spring of 2001 calling for
support for Afghanistan “to stand against
this”. But the world did not listen, Ahmed
says, and after 9/11 it was too late.  Fifteen
years have passed, with billions of dollars
spent, and thousands killed. Ahmad
brands it all a “waste”. 

“They killed my father in the name of
Islam... They did not care that my father
was a Muslim,” he says.  “They. . .  just
hijacked Islam-they do not believe or
understand Islam. And I can strongly say,
they are not Muslim. They are simply ter-
rorists.” So does he see himself taking up
a political role on the national stage- MP,
minister, president-as did his warrior
father, who was defense minister after
driving the Soviets out? “Why not,” he
says-if it is the will of the people. If not, “I
become a teacher.” At his father’s tomb,
perched above the valley near rusting
Soviet tanks, Ahmad greets the children
of admirers and poses for selfies.  How
does he describe the response? “Love,”
he says. — AFP 

‘Lion of Panjshir’s son ready 
to take up his Afghan destiny

BAZARAK, PANJSHIR, Afghanistan: Ahmad Massoud, the son of Ahmad Shah Massoud (center) walks after praying at
the tomb of his late father at Saricha of Bazarak District in Panjshir Province. — AFP photos

Beijing puts on best 
face for G20 summit

BEIJING: When China signed up to host this week’s G20
summit two years ago, it seemed like an ideal venue to
showcase its financial accomplishments and assume the
mantle of international leadership. Since then it has strug-
gled to steer its giant economy through a slowdown, the
free-wheeling stock market went into convulsions, and con-
cerns over chronic industrial overcapacity and massive gov-
ernment lending have deepened.

Beijing’s aggressive stance in the South China Sea, where
it has created artificial islands in disputed territory, has also
created alarm and joins a list of awkward issues authorities
are keen to leave off the agenda in the summit city of
Hangzhou. The Group of 20, which accounts for 85 percent
of world GDP and two-thirds of its population, is the biggest
international policy gathering the country has held, and it
has made every effort to ensure it goes flawlessly.

The government has dramatically renovated Hangzhou, a
tourist destination known for its scenic West Lake, shut
down hundreds of factories to ensure telegenic blue skies,
and rolled out restrictive security precautions. “We all pin
hopes on this summit to inject new life and impetus for
world economic growth,” foreign ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying said this week. But China and its uber-confi-
dent President Xi Jinping have other, less selfless ambitions
at a gathering that is expected to be short on break-
throughs.

“The whole exercise will be about giving China a lot of
face,” said Jean-Pierre Cabestan of Hong Kong Baptist
University. Xi “wants to show that China will be at the centre
of global governance, which the G20 is supposed to be”. To
that end, Beijing is eager to promote its work on climate
change, its new infrastructure bank which poses a potent
challenge to the World Bank, and a massive spending plan
to build a new Silk Road. “Clearly, Xi will try harder to
demonstrate that China is a responsible stakeholder and a
responsible neighbor of Japan, South Korea and other Asian
countries,” Cabestan said. He “will be very keen to demon-
strate that China doesn’t have any enemies”. — AFP

BAZARAK, PANJSHIR, Afghanistan:
Ahmad Massoud, gestures as he
speaks during an interview with AFP
at the Jangalak village of Bazarak
District in Panjshir Province.


