
TUNIS: Run-down roads, reckless driving
and poor vehicle maintenance are all being
blamed for a spike in deadly traffic acci-
dents in Tunisia that has safety experts wor-
ried. At least 16 people were killed and 85
injured on Wednesday when a lorry’s
brakes failed and it crashed into a bus in the
centre of the country. The dawn accident
near Kasserine also left around 15 cars
ablaze in one of the country’s worst crashes
in recent years.

Road traffic deaths rose by nine percent
in the first five months of this year com-
pared with 2015, sparking calls for tougher
measures to crack down on widespread
traffic offences. By the end of May the death
toll from road accidents in the nation of
some 11 million inhabitants stood at a grim
528 people. “We’re experiencing road ter-
rorism. The accident rate is simply terrify-
ing,” says Imed Touil, head of the Tunisian
Road Safety Association. 

In a 2015 report from the World Health
Organization, Tunisia had the second worst
traffic death rate per capita in North Africa
behind war-torn Libya. Tunisia logged 24.4
deaths per 100,000 inhabitants, according
to data from previous years, less than
Libya’s 73.4 but far more than 2.9 in the
United Kingdom. Activists say the climate of
impunity since Tunisia’s 2011 uprising is tak-
ing its heaviest toll on the young.

‘Legal deterrents’ needed 
“Sixty percent of those killed are aged 15

to 39,” Touil says, in a country where author-
ities have struggled to redress the economy
and solve youth unemployment since the
revolt that toppled longtime dictator Zine El
Abidine Ben Ali. “The state has the primary
responsibility,” he says, calling for “more
legal deterrents” and bemoaning a lack of
funding for public awareness campaigns on
better driving.

The head of the country’s main traffic
authority says fines — 40 to 120 dinars (15
to 50 euros) for not wearing a seatbelt or for
chatting on the phone while driving-are not

tough enough. Taking away a driver’s
licence would be much more effective, says
Kameleddine Msekni. And then there are
the bribes. A video shared online in June
showing a policeman demanding a driver
hand over 40 dinars caused public outrage
and the officer was dismissed.

Tunisia’s new government has made
tackling corruption a priority more than five
years after anger over graft fuelled the
uprising. But in central Tunis, a policeman
asking not to be named says he and col-
leagues find it difficult to bring “increasingly
unruly” drivers to order. “Since the revolu-
tion, road safety has got worse. Tunisian
drivers are not scared of the police anymore
and don’t respect the traffic rules,” he says.

‘Lethal hazards’ 
In the capital, traffic violations are rife.

Motorists ignore red lights, hurtle down
tram tracks, drive against traffic or double
park their vehicles. But it is not just car driv-
ers. Tunisians on scooters defy danger rid-
ing around without helmets, often with a
child or two crammed in behind the han-
dles. Just outside the capital, a vehicle
inspector says the accident rate has nothing
to do with Tunisia’s ageing cars. It’s the “irre-
sponsible drivers”, he says, asking to remain
anonymous. Driving instructor Houssine
Ettounsi says his students start out follow-
ing the rules, but “become really reckless”
once they have their licenses. This month,
an editorial in Tunisian daily Le Quotidien
criticized how easy it was to get a driving
license in Tunisia. It slammed both a traffic
authority “gangrened” by corruption and
“fake license holders” who “turn into lethal
hazards”. — AFP 
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JERUSALEM: Israel will carry out a court
order to demolish the wildcat Jewish set-
tlement of Amona in the West Bank by
the end of the year, Defence Minister
Avigdor Lieberman said yesterday.
However, a proposed plan to simply
move the settlement to a nearby loca-
tion has raised international concern. “I
have said before and I say again to the
settlers of Amona, there is a judgement
of the (Israeli) Supreme Court and we
shall honor it,” Lieberman said at a
Jewish school in the occupied West Bank
on the first day of the new school year.

Amona, home to about 40 families,
was built on lands privately owned by
Palestinians, who successfully petitioned
Israeli courts for the outpost’s removal.
After repeated delays, the Supreme
Court ordered the settlers’ eviction and
the demolition of their homes by

December 25 this year. Last month,
Israeli settlement watchdog Peace Now
said that Lieberman’s defense ministry
was working to transplant Amona resi-
dents to confiscated Palestinian land a
few meters from the present site, effec-
tively legalizing the rogue outpost.

“We proposed a lot of alternatives
and I hope we can find an option that
the Amona settlers will also accept,”
Lieberman said yesterday. The United
States has said it is “deeply concerned”
by the relocation plan. “This would rep-
resent an unprecedented and trou-
bling step that’s inconsistent with prior
Israeli legal opinion and counter to
longstanding Israeli policy to not seize
private Palestinian land for Israeli set-
tlements,” State Department spokes-
woman Elizabeth Trudeau said last
month. — AFP 

Campaigners blame Russia 

cluster bomb use in Syria

GENEVA: Evidence is growing that Russia is behind a signif-
icant increase in the use of cluster bombs in Syria, cam-
paigners said yesterday. A coalition of NGOs led by Human
Rights Watch (HRW) said in an annual study that more than
400 people were killed or maimed by the banned munitions
in the world last year. They linked the increased use of clus-
ter bombs in Syria to Russian forces who are carrying out air
strikes in support of President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime.

“Since Russia began its joint operation with Syrian forces
at the end last September, we have seen an increase in the
number of cluster munition attacks on opposition-held
areas,” Mary Warenham, HRW’s arms advocacy director and
editor of the report, told a press conference. “And at the
moment we see evidence of cluster munition attacks every
week, if not almost every day, which is highly disturbing,”
Warenham added.

Russia has repeatedly denied using cluster bombs,
which spray bomblets indiscriminately. HRW admitted it
was difficult to determine whether it was specifically
Russian or Syrian forces which had used the bombs.
“Nonetheless, this is a joint military operation, so collective-
ly together they are responsible for the actions of their
coalition,” Warenham said. A total of 248 people were killed
or injured by the munitions in Syria last year, almost all civil-
ians, the Cluster Munition Monitor report said.

The bombs also killed or maimed 104 people in Yemen
in 2015. The study provides an overview of how countries
are implementing a landmark 2008 convention which bans
all use, production, transfer and stockpiling of the weapons.
Syria and Russia are not among the 100 signatories of the
convention, but HRW says they remain bound by interna-
tional law, which bans the indiscriminate attacks that are
the hallmark of cluster bombings.

Russian offensive 
Attacks in Syria using the illegal weapons fell consider-

ably in late 2014 and early 2015, but rose again after Russia
began supporting Assad’s forces last year, HRW and its part-
ners said. In the four years since the Syrian regime launched
its first air strikes in July 2012, at least 360 cluster munition
attacks have been recorded, with 76 since Russia’s interven-
tion began last September. “The actual number is likely far
higher,” the report said.

The report, which was co-authored by several groups
including Handicap International, said there was “com-
pelling evidence” that cluster bombs had been used “on
opposition-held areas of governorates such as Aleppo,
Homs and Idlib, and on armed opposition groups”.

Soviet-era bombs 
Syrian government forces have used at least 13 different

types of cluster munitions produced by Russia and Egypt
and some dated from the Soviet era, the report said. Several
of the cluster bombs dropped since Russian forces entered
the Syrian war last year were produced in 1989-91, it added.
The report said this appeared to be “a noticeable shift” from
before the Russian intervention, “when production mark-
ings on the cluster bombs used in Syria showed they were
produced in the 1970s and 1980s.”

A total of 417 people fell victim to the munitions world-
wide last year, with children making up 43 percent of those
killed or injured. Yemen is the only other country where
cluster bomb attacks have been documented since July
2015. The report said the Saudi-led coalition waging a mili-
tary campaign in support of Yemeni President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi’s embattled government carried out at least
19 cluster munition attacks between April 2015 and last
February.

Saudi Arabia has denied using cluster munitions against
civilian targets. “The best way to ensure that cluster muni-
tions don’t harm civilians in Syria and Yemen is to stigma-
tize their use and press countries that are using them to
stop the attacks,” Warenham said. Syria and Yemen domi-
nate the statistics, but six other countries recorded casual-
ties, mainly from unexploded submunitions from attacks
that took place years ago. Many of these devices fail to
explode on impact, meaning countries such as Cambodia,
Iraq, Laos and Vietnam often find it impossible to clear what
become de facto landmines. Furthermore, many bomblets
are brightly colored, attracting children and exploding
when they are picked up. — AFP 

Tunisia ‘road terrorism’ 

sees traffic deaths rise
Tougher measures to end widespread traffic offences

TUNIS: Tunisians living in Europe drive with all their belongings attached to the roof of their car blocking the rear-view
mirror on the motorway from the port city of La Goulette to Tunis on the outskirts of the Tunisian capital. — AFP   

Israel set to demolish 

settlement: Minister


