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PARIS: A young couple poses for a photographer, on the Bir-Hakeim bridge in front of the Eiffel Tower on Friday. — AFP

Man who got generations
singing Oscar Mayer

Wiener song dies
The man who got generations of hot dog

lovers singing along to the Oscar Mayer
Wiener song has died. Richard Trentlage

died Sept. 21 in Libertyville, Illinois, at the age of
87, according to an obituary posted online by a
northern Illinois funeral home.

With the words, “Oh, I wish I were an Oscar
Mayer wiener,” Trentlage helped solidify the com-
pany’s hot dogs as a piece of Americana. The jin-
gle he wrote appeared in a 1960s television com-
mercial featuring cartoon children marching
along and singing. The tune remained a fixture
for the next half a century.

Trentlage was born in Chicago and began
penning jingles as a high school student, starting
with one about a fictional company he called
Modern Plastic Brooms. The idea was to dream up
a believable sponsor for a school talent show and
sing the jingle during commercial breaks in a per-
formance modeled after a radio program.

The Modern Plastic Broom jingle was evidently
so memorable that his former classmates sang it
during a 50th reunion. Trentlage transformed his
living room into a makeshift recording studio,
inviting his own children to sing on audition
tapes. His children even recorded “on-air” ses-
sions. “We were always getting out of school to
hop a train and meet our dad at a Chicago record-
ing studio,” his daughter, Linda Bruun, recalled in
the funeral home obituary.—AP

Angelina Jolie has reached a temporary
agreement with Brad Pitt giving her
custody of their six children and granti-

ng him visiting rights, reports said on Friday.
Several celebrity gossip outlets reported that
the divorcing couple were persuaded to agree
to the detente by the Los Angeles County
Department of Children and Family Services.    

Both will both get one-on-one counseling
while Pitt has to undergo drug and alcohol
testing, TMZ said, despite already voluntarily
submitting to a test which came back nega-
tive. Jolie will have physical custody of the six
children-three of whom are adopted-while Pitt
gets a first visit under the supervision of a ther-
apist who will decide how to proceed in the
coming weeks. “This is a completely voluntary
agreement, and it is not an order or a mandate
of any kind, nor is it any determination of cus-
tody,” entertainment website People quoted
an unnamed source as saying.

It said the plan was effective up until
October 20 and that the children would
remain with Jolie at a rented LA house. Jolie,
41, filed for divorce on September 19 citing
irreconcilable differences and seeking perma-
nent custody of their children.

The A-listers-given the celebrity monicker
“Brangelina”-wed in France in August two
years ago, but had been a couple since 2004.
The FBI has said it is gathering information
before deciding whether to launch a federal
probe into an alleged incident on a plane car-
rying Pitt and his children back from vacation
in France.

It has not offered any details of the allega-
tions but several US media outlets reported
that Pitt had been involved in an angry out-
burst with at least one of his children.
Multimedia celebrity news organization
“Entertainment Tonight” said Thursday’s team
had brought in well-known crisis manager
Judy Smith-who was the inspiration for Kerry
Washington’s character on “Scandal.” 

Pitt, meanwhile, hired a New York-based
strategic communications firm, along with
Beverly Hills divorce attorney Lance Spiegel,
whose past clients include Eva Longoria, ET
reported. Representatives for the couple as
well as the Children and Family services
department did not respond immediately to a
request for comment. — AFP

‘Brangelina’ reach stop-gap deal over kids

ETHIOPIA: Hamar women dance before a bull jumping ceremony in Ethiopia’s southern Omo Valley region near Turmi on September 19, 2016. — AFP

BEVERLY HILLS: In this Jan. 15, 2007 file photo, Brad Pitt, and actress Angelina Jolie arrive
for the 64th Annual Golden Globe Awards. — AP

FOX RIVER GROVE, ILLINOIS: In this March 7,
2000 photo, Richard Trentlage, of Fox River
Grove, who was the creator of the Oscar Mayer
Wiener Jingle “I wish I was an Oscar Mayer
Wiener “ and other jingle songs, smiles. — AP


