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SWANSEA: Swansea City’s Borja Baston (left) and Liverpool’s Philippe Coutinho (centre) in action during their English Premier League soccer match at the Liberty Stadium, Swansea yesterday. — AP 

SWANSEA: James Milner propelled Liverpool to second
place in the Premier League as his late penalty secured a
2-1 win against Swansea City yesterday. Milner’s spot-kick
sealed an impressive comeback for Jurgen Klopp’s team
and enabled the Reds to move to within two points of
Premier League leaders Manchester City, who face
Tottenham Hotspur today. Liverpool trailed to an early
Leroy Fer goal at the Liberty Stadium and looked second-
best before Roberto Firmino took control to inspire his
side’s fourth successive league victory.

“We showed a reaction, were more organized, clear in
all situations and we deserved to win,” said Klopp. “The
performance was not perfect, but it was good enough

today.” Brazil forward Firmino scored Liverpool’s equalizer
early in the second half and won the crucial penalty that
Milner converted in the final minutes. Struggling
Swansea’s fifth defeat in seven league games will increase
the pressure on manager Francesco Guidolin, who has
had to deal with speculation he is set to lose his job.

Ryan Giggs and Bob Bradley are among the names
reportedly lined up as potential replacements for
Guidolin.”I don’t know. It’s not my decision,” Guidolin said
when asked about the reports. “It’s just for me to prepare
for the game and the team. I know the situation. It’s a pos-
sibility. The important thing is to prepare with patience.”
Klopp made one change to the side that thrashed Hull
City 5-1 at Anfield a week ago, with Dejan Lovren return-
ing to the starting line-up at centre-back in place of
Ragnar Klavan. 

There was a solitary change, too, in the Swansea team
following their 3-1 defeat by Manchester City as striker
Borja Baston started a league game for the first time in
place of the injured Fernando Llorente. Former Atletico
Madrid forward Borja was in the thick of the action, but

wasted an early chance to endear himself to the locals by
heading over from Wayne Routledge’s fine cross.
Liverpool’s defence was looking surprisingly fragile
despite Lovren’s return to action and Fer made the most
of the instability to put the home side ahead.

Backlash
Borja atoned for his earlier lapse when he rose above

Joel Matip at the far post to get his head to Gylfi
Sigurdsson’s corner. He nodded down into the goal-
mouth, where Fer applied the finishing touch from close
range. There were suspicions of offside, but Fer got the
benefit of the doubt and sprinted off in celebration of his
fourth goal this season. A Liverpool backlash was expect-
ed, but Swansea belied their lowly status as they enjoyed
the upper hand against high-flying opponents.

Fer exemplified their self-belief when he tried his luck
from distance, only to see his shot veer off target, before
Jack Cork had a shot on the stretch comfortably saved.
Borja should have doubled the lead midway through the
first half when Lovren misjudged Sigurdsson’s free-kick,

but he headed wide. Klopp’s worries deepened when
Adam Lallana had to be withdrawn with a groin injury, a
problem that will put the attacking midfielder in doubt
for England’s upcoming World Cup qualifiers against
Malta and Slovenia. Little was going right for Liverpool
and Daniel Sturridge was rightly booked by referee
Michael Oliver for diving in the Swansea penalty area.

However, Liverpool looked invigorated after half-time
and Swansea were suddenly on the back-foot as
momentum swung in the visitors’ favour.It was left to
Firmino to be the Liverpool saviour when he nodded
past Swansea goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski from skipper
Jordan Henderson’s lobbed cross.  Determined Swansea
defending kept Liverpool at bay for a while, but the
hosts cracked at last with six minutes left. The incessant
Liverpool pressure paid off when Swansea substitute
Modou Barrow made a mess of trying to clear his lines,
the ball ballooned up in the air and Angel Rangel fouled
Firmino. Milner, traditionally a midfielder but deployed
at left-back this season, showed no mercy with a cool
finish from the penalty spot.— AFP 

Milner spot on as Liverpool sink Swansea
Swansea 1

Liverpool 2

SUNDERLAND: Substitute Patrick van
Aanholt scored with just seven minutes left
to earn struggling Sunderland a 1-1 draw at
home to West Bromwich Albion in the
Premier League yesterday. It looked as if
Nacer Chadli’s classy first-half opener would
give the Baggies all three points until
Dutchman Van Aanholt, on for the injured
Jan Kirchhoff, conjured an equalizer at the
Stadium of Light. The result will come as
something of a relief to the Sunderland fans
and beleaguered manager David Moyes, but
they are still without a win and have only
two points from seven matches.

No strangers to a slow start, it is the third
time in four seasons that the Black Cats have
gone winless through their opening seven
games of the campaign, but at least the
draw prevented them from equaling their
own record for the worst start to a Premier
League season. West Brom had come from
behind with a late goal to draw at another
struggling side, Stoke City, last time out but
on this occasion it looked as if they would
hold on for the victory after going in front.
On a sunny day in the north-east of England,
Jermain Defoe sliced a great early chance
wide for the hosts before Sunderland goal-
keeper Jordan Pickford was forced into a
good save from Chadli.

However, the Belgian, a summer signing
from Tottenham Hotspur, opened the scor-
ing 10 minutes before the break, finishing
coolly into the bottom corner after being set
up by Matt Phillips. There was then a huge
let-off for Moyes’s side as James McClean-
playing against his former club-fluffed his

lines after finding himself clean through.
Fortunate to be only one goal down at the
break, things got worse for Sunderland early
in the second half when German midfielder
Kirchhoff had to be taken off to be replaced
by Van Aanholt.

Pickford then saved well from Darren
Fletcher before the home side began to rally
and only a fine block by Jonny Evans
stopped Defoe from leveling. Van Aanholt
had been dropped from the starting line-up
as Moyes made five changes to his team fol-
lowing last week’s 3-2 home defeat to
Crystal Palace, and he perhaps felt he had a
point to prove as he grabbed the equalizer.
The former Chelsea player started the move
down the left and found Duncan Watmore.
He got the ball back to the Dutchman and
his scuffed effort went in, the point lifting
Sunderland off the bottom at least until
Stoke play Manchester United today. — AFP 

Sunderland grateful to Van 
Aanholt but remain winless

Sunderland 1 

West Brom 1
KINGSTON UPON HULL: Willian and Diego Costa
scored twice in six second-half minutes as Chelsea
won 2-0 at Hull City yesterday to claim a first win in
four Premier League games. Willian struck in the
61st minute after Chelsea launched one of a series
of increasingly dangerous counter-attacks. Costa’s
pass picked out the Brazilian, who checked, putting
his defender out of the game in the process, before
curling an unstoppable shot into the top-right cor-
ner of the Hull goal.

Six minutes later the game was put beyond
Hull’s reach in similar fashion. Having powered into
the area, Nemanja Matic saw a shot blocked by
Curtis Davies, but Costa latched onto the rebound
to bend a shot past Hull goalkeeper David Marshall
for his sixth goal in seven games. Victory provision-
ally lifted Chelsea to sixth place in the table and saw
Hull drop to 15th. Yet Hull had forced Chelsea goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois into the only two saves of
significance in the first half and, in between, gave as
good as they got against a club they have not beat-
en in 28 years.

After just four minutes, and a David Luiz foul on
Dieumerci Mbokani, Robert Snodgrass’s terrific 25-
yard free-kick forced the Chelsea keeper into a
twisting save as he turned the ball over his crossbar.
In first-half injury time, Ryan Mason gathered the
ball 25 yards from goal and unleashed a strong shot
that Courtois appeared to see late as he forced it
behind for a corner. Chelsea started with a three-
man defence, a tactic adopted by manager Antonio
Conte in the second half of last weekend’s 3-0
defeat by Arsenal, which meant Branislav Ivanovic
lost his place. The move saw winger Victor Moses
make his first start for the club since May 2013 at
wing-back, underlining Conte’s desperation to end
his team’s recent run of poor form.

Willian looked a lively performer for the visitors
as he attempted to spark them into some attacking

life and on 16 minutes the Brazilian just missed the
far post with a low, driven shot. Moses also might
have won a penalty on another day, with replays
suggesting he had been tripped by Adama
Diomande. But for all Chelsea’s possession, there
was not a serious moment of concern for Marshall
in the Hull goal over the opening 45 minutes. His
first real test came in the opening minutes of the
second period as Eden Hazard turned his man just
inside the home half and darted towards goal
before dispatching a curling shot that Marshall
diverted over.

The ensuing corner was only half-cleared by the
home side and N’Golo Kante latched onto the
rebound with a low shot that Marshall smothered
easily. The pressure was mounting, with Chelsea
looking particularly threatening on the counter-
attack, through Costa and the pairing of Willian and

Hazard behind him. That combination should have
brought about an opening goal on 58 minutes.
Kante’s through-ball was perfectly weighted and
allowed Costa to round Marshall before shooting
goalwards, the ball passing through the legs of Sam
Clucas and striking the foot of the post. 

The rebound fell kindly for Kante, but the for-
mer Leicester City midfielder hurried his follow-
up attempt, sending the ball high and wide. With
Chelsea looking more and more menacing a goal
soon followed and matters might have worsened
for the hosts three minutes later as Costa saw an
18-yard shot parried by Marshall following anoth-
er break. Costa, with a wild shot from the corner
of  the six-yard box,  and Oscar,  whose low
attempt was pushed away by Marshall, might
have further extended the visitors’ lead in the
closing minutes. — AFP 

Chelsea back to winning ways
Hull 0

Chelsea 2 

KINGSTON UPON HULL: Hull City’s Scottish goalkeeper David Marshall (left) makes a save under pres-
sure from Chelsea’s Spanish midfielder Pedro during the English Premier League football match
between Hull City and Chelsea at the KCOM Stadium in Kingston upon Hull yesterday.  — AFP 

Patrick van Aanholt


