
S PORTS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2016

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s players pose with the trophy after winning their series against Afghanistan in Dhaka, Bangladesh yesterday. — AP 

DHAKA: Opener Tamim Iqbal smashed a brilliant
century as Bangladesh crushed Afghanistan by
141 runs in the third one-day international (ODI)
to clinch the three-match series 2-1 in Dhaka
yesterday.  Tamim helped Bangladesh reach 279-
8 with 118 in as many balls, his seventh ODI cen-
tury - the highest for his country - before the
home side dismissed Afghanistan for 138 runs in
33.5 overs in a lopsided contest at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium.  

Left-arm spinner Mosharraf Hossain grabbed
3-24 runs playing his first match in more than
eight years while paceman Taskin Ahmed
chipped in with 2-31.  This was Bangladesh’s
sixth consecutive series victory in ODIs. The win-
ning streak started in November 2014 when
they blanked Zimbabwe 5-0 at home.  The pur-
ple patch also included three series wins against
much fancied Pakistan, India and South Africa.
During the period, Bangladesh also reached the
World Cup quarter-finals in Australia-New
Zealand last year.  

The victory in the third ODI was not assured
until Bangladesh, who elected to bat first, got a
commanding total for the first time in the series,
which was otherwise dominated by Afghanistan.
Tamim made the most of a dropped catch early
in his innings to give Bangladesh the kind of
platform they were looking for, but an unexpect-
ed collapse in the middle-order denied them a
bigger total.  Afghanistan skipper Asghar
Stanikzai missed an easy catch when Tamim had
just opened his account and the left-hander nev-
er looked back, completing his century with a
single off Dawlat Zadran.

Substitute fielder Naveen-ul-Haq took the
catch at long-off off Mohammad Nabi to end the
onslaught of Tamim, who hit 11 fours and two
sixes.  Tamim got very good support from one
down Sabbir Rahman, who scored his career
best 65 off 79 balls and put 140 runs for the third
wicket with the left-hander after the early dis-
missal of opener Soumya Sarkar (11). “I should
have got it in the first game. I got it in the third
ODI and I’m happy,” said man-of-the-match
Tamim, who scored 80 in the first match.  “It was-
n’t the easiest wicket to bat on. I thought the ball

was spinning a bit early on. 
The wicket was hard and dry. I took my time

and finally got a hundred,” he said. Bangladesh
skipper Mashrafee Moratza said the series win
will give his team the desired confidence in the
upcoming matches against England who arrived
here on Friday. “A lot of important series are
coming up. Hopefully the boys can keep it up. I
think that’s a sign of improvement,” he said.
Bangladesh looked on course to score well
excess of 300 runs when Tamim and Sabbir were
batting but dramatically they lost their way,
something that has typified their batting
throughout the series.

Leg-spinner Rashid Khan stopped the run
flow, along with Nabi, with two crucial wickets
and finished with 2-39. Medium pacer Mirwais
Ashraf also played his part with two wickets for
43 runs. Mahmudullah staged a late recovery
for Bangladesh with an unbeaten 32 from 22
balls. Afghanistan captain Stanikzai blamed
their bowling for the loss.  “We played the first
two games, according to the plan. Today, espe-
cially the bowlers didn’t bowl according to the
plan, which is why they made 279 runs on this
wicket,” he said. Bangladesh will now host
England in three-match ODI series starting on
October 7.—AFP 

Bangladesh crush Afghanistan

Bangladesh
Tamim Iqbal c Sub b Nabi 118
Soumya Sarkar c Shahzad b Ashraf 11
Sabbir Rahman c Mangal b Shah 65
Shakib Al Hasan c Shahzad b Dawlat 17
Mushfiqur Rahim lbw b Rashid 12
Mahmudullah not out 32
Mosaddek st Shahzad b Rashid 4
Mosharraf Hossain c Najibullah b Nabi 4
Mashrafe Mortaza c Mangal b Ashraf 2
Shafiul Islam not out 2
Extras (b2 w8,nb2) 12
Total ( eight wickets, 50 overs) 279
Fall of wickets: 1-23 (Soumya), 2-163 (Sabbir), 3-212
( Tamim), 4-226 (Shakib), 5-230 (Rahim), 6-235
(Mosaddek), 7-248 (Mosharraf ), 8-270 ( Mortaza)
Did not bat: Taskin Ahmed
Bowling: Nabi 10-1-41-1 (w1), Dawlat 10-0-58-1 (nb2,
w4), Ashraf 8-0-43-2, Shinwari 3-0-28-0, Rashid 10-0-39-
2 (w1), Shah 8-0-59-1 (w2), Mangal 1-0-9-0 

Afghanistan
Mohammad Shahzad b Mortaza 0
Nawroz Mangal lbw b Mosharraf 33
Rahmat Shah c Sub b Taskin 36

Hashmatullah Shahidi c Tamim b Mosharraf 0
Asghar Stanikzai run out 1
Samiullah Shinwari c Rahim b Taskin 13
Mohammad Nabi c and b Mosharraf 3
Najibullah Zadran c Sabbir b Mosaddek 26
Rashid Khan  run out 17
Mirwais Ashraf not out 4
Dawlat Zadran c and b Shafiul 0
Extras (b1, w4) 5
Total (all out; 33.5 overs) 138
Fall of wickets: 1-5 ( Shahzad), 2-52 ( Mangal), 3-52
(Hashmatullah), 4-55 (Stanikzai), 5-83( Samiullah ), 6-88
(Rahmat), 7-89 (Nabi),  8-132 (Rashid), 9-132 (
Najibullah), 10-138 (Dawlat)
Bowling: Mortaza 6-2-15-1 (w1), Shafiul 5.5-0-28-1 (w1),
Shakib 6-0-34-0, Mosharraf 8-1-24-3, Taskin 7-0-31-
2(w1), Mosaddek 1-0-5-1 (w1)
Result: Bangladesh won by 141 runs Series result:
Bangladesh won series 2-1
Man of the match: Tamim Iqbal
Toss: Bangladesh
Umpires: Shamshuddin Chettithody (IND) and
Sharfuddoula Saikat (BAN)
TV Umpire: Masudur Rahman (BAN)
Match Referee: Richie Richardson (WI) 

SCOREBOARD

DHAKA: Scoreboard of the third one-day international between Bangladesh and Afghanistan at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday:

S. Dhawan b Henry 1
M. Vijay c Watling b Henry  9
C. Pujara c Guptill b Wagner  87
V. Kohli c Latham b Boult 9
A. Rahane lbw b Patel 77
R. Sharma c Latham b Patel 2
R. Ashwin lbw b Henry 26
W. Saha not out 54
R. Jadeja c Henry b Wagner 14 
B. Kumar lbw b Santner 5  
M. Shami c Henry b Boult 14
Extras (b 8, lb 10)  18
Total (all out; 104.5 overs) 316
Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Dhawan), 2-28 (Vijay), 3-46
(Kohli), 4-187 (Pujara), 5-193 (Sharma), 6-200
(Rahane), 7-231 (Ashwin), 8-272 (Jadeja), 9-281
(Kumar), 10-316 (Shami)
Bowling: Boult 20.5-9-46-2, Henry 20-6-46-3,
Wagner 20-5-57-2, Santner 
23-5-83-1, Patel 21-3-66-2
New Zealand 1st innings
M. Guptill b Kumar 13

T. Latham lbw b Shami 1
H. Nicholls b Kumar 1
R. Taylor c Vijay b Kumar 36
L. Ronchi lbw b Jadeja 35
M. Santner lbw b Kumar  11
BJ. Watling not out  12
M. Henry b Kumar 0
Jeetan Patel not out  5
Extras (b 5, lb 4, w 5) 14
Total (7 wickets; 34 overs) 128
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Latham), 2-18 (Guptill), 3-23
(Nicholls), 4-85 (Ronchi), 5-104 (Taylor), 6-122
(Santner), 7-122 (Henry)
Bowling: Kumar 10-0-33-5, Shami 11-0-46-1,
Jadeja 8-3-17-1, Ashwin 5-2-23-0 
To bat: N. Wagner, T. Boult
Toss: India
Umpires: Richard Kettleborough (ENG) and Rod
Tucker (AUS) 
TV umpire: CK Nandan (IND)
Match referee: David Boon (AUS)
Reserve umpire: Nitin Menon (IND) 

SCOREBOARD

KOLKATA: Scoreboard at stumps on day two of the second Test India against New Zealand in Kolkata
yesterday: India 1st innings (overnight 239/7; W. Saha 14 not out, R. Jadeja 0 not out)

KOLKATA: Indian fast bowler Bhuvneshwar
Kumar said he was in dreamland yesterday
after his debut five-wicket haul at home
left New Zealand tottering at 128 for seven
on day two of the second Test in Kolkata. At
stumps after a rain-hit day’s play at Eden
Gardens, the Black Caps were still trailing
India, who posted 316 in their first innings,
by 188 runs with BJ Watling on 12 and
Jeetan Patel on 5 battling to survive.

Getting good support from new-ball
partner Mohammed Shami, who struck first
with the wicket of opener Tom Latham,
Kumar made life difficult for the visiting
batsmen. The 26-year-old Kumar recorded
his fourth five-wicket haul in 15th Test, but
it was also his first on home soil. “It was one
of my dreams to take five wickets in India.
When I saw that the wicket would help me,
I told myself I want to take five wickets,”
Kumar told India’s Star Sports television
network. “In India you rarely get this kind of
wicket (that helps the pacers), so I wanted
to make full use of it, I really wanted to
make use of the opportunity and I’m very
happy with how I bowled.” 

Martin Guptill, who is in the middle of a
woeful run of form, was bowled for 13 by a
beautiful Kumar delivery that left the bats-
man in two minds. Stand-in-skipper Ross
Taylor (36) and Luke Ronchi (35) managed
62 runs for the fourth wicket to put up
some resistance but Ravindra Jadeja had
other ideas. Left-arm spinner Jadeja broke
through Ronchi’s defences after trapping
the batsman lbw, although television
replays suggested that the ball may have
missed the leg stump. Ronchi failed to capi-
talise on a reprieve when he was on 16
when substitute fielder Gautam Gambhir
dropped the ball at point off Shami.

A nearly two-and-a-half hour rain inter-
ruption, which forced an early tea, did not
change New Zealand’s fortunes as the visi-
tors lost three wickets in the final session.
“It’s important that we get those three

wickets early tomorrow morning and it
would be nice if we do better in the second
innings,” India’s wicketkeeper Wriddhiman
Saha, who notched a half century earlier in
the day, told reporters after stumps. Kumar
got Taylor caught at first slip on another
one of his deliveries that had the right line
and length.

Missed hat-trick
Kumar wreaked havoc in the 33rd over

the innings to pick up two wickets-
Mitchell Santner and Matt Henry-off con-
secutive deliveries only to miss out on a
hat-trick. Watling and Patel then played
through the final few overs of the day
under murky conditions before umpires
called bad light. Earlier the hosts, who
started the day on 239 for seven, were bol-
stered by Saha’s unbeaten 54,  which
included 7 fours and 2 sixes.

Saha and Jadeja, who scored 14, put on
41 runs for the eighth wicket to add some
useful runs to the team’s first innings score.
“They are making runs at the end of the
innings, which had made a difference.
Today they were 240 overnight and then
they made 300 and whatever, that’s a big
chunk of runs from the last three wickets,”
said Ronchi. “That is something we have to
improve on to stay in this Test, or in this
series even, going forward.

“Hopefully tomorrow we can do the
same thing with our tail, make some runs
and they’ll be very valuable runs in the situ-
ation we are in.” Saha, who registered his
third Test fifty in 17 matches, looked in fine
form but ran out of partners at the other
end. New Zealand recalled pacer Henry
claimed three wickets while Trent Boult,
Neil Wagner and Jeetan Patel took two
each. “A lot of us were quite surprised when
we saw the grass on the wicket... People are
surprised the seam bowlers have taken as
many wickets as they have, from both
sides,” said Ronchi. —AFP 

Kumar floors New Zealand with five-wicket haul

KOLKATA: India’s Mohammed Shami (right) fails to field a ball on the second day of
the second cricket test match against New Zealand, in Kolkata yesterday.— AP 

LONDON: Scottish boxer Mike Towell has
died in hospital after being seriously hurt in
a fight, his management company con-
firmed yesterday. The 25-year-old Dundee
fighter was stretchered from the ring fol-
lowing a fifth-round loss to Welshman Dale
Evans in a St Andrews Sporting Club fight
at a Glasgow hotel on Thursday. He was
taken by ambulance to the city’s Queen
Elizabeth University Hospital, but in the
early hours of yesterday his management
team said he had died with his family at his
bedside.

“Within the last hour Mike Towell passed
away-he will  always be in our hearts
#RIPIronMike,” St Andrews Sporting Club
said on Twitter. Towell’s partner, Chloe Ross,
wrote on Facebook: “I’m absolutely heart-
broken to say my annoying best friend
passed away tonight at 11.02 very peace-
fully.” Boxing trainer Shane McGuigan
tweeted: “Heartbreaking news that Mike
Towell has lost his life. May he rest in peace,
thoughts go out to his loved ones. 

British promoter Eddie Hearn said:
“Absolutely devastated by the passing of
Mike Towell-all of our thoughts with his
friends and family at this time.” Towell was
knocked down twice in the fight before ref-
eree Victor Loughlin stopped the bout in
the fifth round. Towell had been unbeaten
prior to the fight, a British welterweight
title eliminator, with 11 wins and one draw

on his professional record. Ross, the mother
of Towell’s son, Rocco, said he had been
“complaining of headaches for the last few
weeks”.

But a spokesman for St Andrews said
nobody in Towell’s management team was
aware of any headache problems prior to
the fight. Loughlin had also been in charge
of March’s British middleweight title fight
between Chris Eubank and Nick Blackwell,
who had to retire after suffering a bleed on
the skull during the bout. British brain
injury charity Headway called for boxing to
be banned in the wake of Towell’s death.
“We are deeply saddened to hear of this
tragic loss of life,” said Headway chief exec-
utive Peter McCabe in a statement. “Quite
rightly, the focus at this time should be on
supporting the family.  But the question
remains: how many more lives have to be
damaged or lost before this senseless sport
is banned?”—AFP 

Boxing - Scottish boxer 

Towell dies after fight

ST PAUL: Maya Moore scored
26 points and the defending
WNBA champion Minnesota
Lynx beat the Phoenix Mercury
96-86 on Friday night to take a
2-0 lead in the semifinal series.
Lindsay Whalen scored 12 of
her 16 points in the fourth
quarter for Minnesota, playing
at the Xcel Energy Center -
home of the NHL’s Minnesota
Wild - for the second straight
game because of a scheduling
conflict at the Target Center in
Minneapolis.  Rebekkah
Brunson added 13 points and
11 rebounds, and Sylvia
Fowles had 14 points and nine
rebounds for the top-seeded
Lynx. Earlier Friday, Fowles
was honored as the league’s
defensive player of the year
and Cheryl Reeve as the coach
of the year. Diana Taurasi had
31 points for the eighth-seed-
ed Mercury. Penny Taylor
added 16.

SPARKS 99, SKY 84
Candace Parker had 20

points, 12 rebounds and eight
assists to help the Los Angeles
rout Chicago for a 2-0 series
lead. League sixth woman of
the year Jantel Lavender
added 20 points, league MVP
Nneka Ogwumike had 18, and
Kristi Toliver 17 in the Sparks’
return to their home court at
Staples Center. They won
Game 1 by 20 points in Long
Beach on Wednesday night.
Reserve Clarissa Dos Santos
scored 15 points and Jamierra
Faulkner added 14 for the Sky.
Elena Delle Donne watched in
street clothes again because of
a right thumb injury. She
shared the league scoring title
with New York’s Tina Charles,
averaging 21.5 points.—AP 

Lynx beat Mercury 

TEXAS: Minnesota Lynx’s Sylvia Fowles (34) and Dallas Wings’ Plenette Pierson (22) chase after the ball in the
first half of a WNBA basketball game in this file photo. Fowles was selected as the WNBA’s defensive player of
the year, the league announced on Friday, Sept, 30, 2016.— AP 

SPARTI: Polish runner Andrzej Radzikowski won the
245.3km historic Spartathlon race yesterday for the first
time, clocking 23 hours, 1 minute and 13 seconds.
Radzikowski, 35, was 18th last year and two years ago
finished third. Finishing second was Italy’s 39-year-old
Marco Bonfiglio in 23:35.14 while 42-year-old Radek
Brunner of the Czech Republic was third in 24:06.39.
The first woman across the line and fourth overall for
the second year in a row was 37-year-old American
Katalyn Nagy in 25:22.26. The race traces the classical

route of Pheidippides, an Athenian messenger sent to
Sparta in 490 BC to seek help against the Persians in
the Battle of Marathon. The Spartathlon is one of the
world’s most difficult races, run over rough tracks,
crossing vineyards and olive groves, steep hillsides and,
most challenging of all, the 1,200m ascent and descent
of Mount Parthenion in the dead of night. The 34th edi-
tion of the race started at the Acropolis in Athens on
Friday with 392 runners from 37 countries, and ended
in the southern Greek town of Sparta.—AFP 

Polish runner wins world’s 

toughest race - Spartathlon


