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In an apparent effort to pre-empt the attacks, the
Clinton campaign released audio of Bill Clinton talking
about his marriage with Hillary. “I think that she has literally
spent a lifetime dealing with not only her joys and her
blessings, but also heartbreaks and disappointment, and
sometimes unfair treatment,” a reflective Bill says.

Hillary Clinton, campaigning in Florida yesterday,
described Trump as “unhinged” after the Republican presi-
dential candidate unleashed a volley of pre-dawn tweets
early Friday against former beauty queen Alicia Machado.
The Venezuela-born Machado claims the billionaire bullied
her mercilessly after winning the Trump-owned Miss
Universe beauty pageant in 1996. “Did Crooked Hillary
help disgusting (check out sex tape and past) Alicia M
become a US citizen so she could use her in the debate?”
said Trump, in one of a series of virulent tweets.

According to the fact-checking website Snopes,
Trump’s sex tape allegation apparently refers to Machado’s
appearance on a reality TV show in which she is shown in
bed, under covers, with another participant. Machado also
appeared in Playboy magazine. But a pornographic video
circulated in recent years purporting to star the former
Miss Universe was debunked as a fake.

Clinton, who mentioned Machado in the Monday
debate, has blasted Trump’s history of abusive remarks
that included humiliating the ex-beauty queen over her
weight gain and Latina origins, nicknaming her “Miss
Piggy” and “Miss Housekeeping”. “Who gets up at the at
three in the morning to engage in a Twitter attack against
a former Miss Universe?” Clinton asked supporters in
Florida on Friday. “His latest Twitter meltdown is unhinged,
even for him,” she said. Trump was unapologetic. “For those
few people knocking me for tweeting at three o’clock in
the morning, at least you know I will be there, awake, to
answer the call!” he wrote.

Machado dismissed the fresh attacks with a message
on Instagram, calling them “cheap lies” from a man intent
on defaming her. “By way of his hate campaign, the
Republican candidate insists on discrediting and demoral-

izing a woman, which is clearly one of his most frightening
characteristics,” she wrote in her post in Spanish, next to a
photo of herself draped in an American flag.

Separately, the website Buzzfeed posted a clip from a
2000 soft porn Playboy video in which Trump welcomes
playmates to New York. In the clip Trump opens the door
of a limousine as the models emerge. He then pops a bot-
tle of champagne, and a splash of fizzy liquid lands on the
Playboy bunny logo. The Clinton campaign pounced on
the story. “There’s been a lot of talk about sex tapes today
and in a strange turn of events, only one adult film has
showed up today and it’s star is Donald J Trump,” wrote
Clinton campaign spokesman Nick Merrill.

Clinton pulled ahead of Trump by three percentage
points in a Fox News national poll out Friday, besting the
billionaire 43 to 40 percent. Although Clinton’s lead is with-
in the poll’s margin of error, it shows a bump for Clinton,
who beat Trump by only one percentage point in the same
poll two weeks ago. The nationwide results come as
Clinton’s numbers improve in a number of critical swing
states following the debate. Florida - with its prodigious
number of electoral votes - has swung back toward
Clinton since Monday’s debate, polling shows. Meanwhile
a Detroit News-WDIV-TV four-way matchup conducted in
the battleground state of Michigan found Clinton leading
Trump by seven percentage points after the debate.

Also out late Friday was a video deposition from June in
which Trump acknowledged that he lost business after dis-
paraging Mexicans at the start of his campaign. Trump
appears answering questions relating to a lawsuit involving
celebrity chefs Jeffrey Zakarian and Jose Andres, who pulled
out of a deal to work at the real estate magnate’s new
Washington DC hotel because of the candidate’s comments.
The Macy’s department store and the Spanish-language
Univision network cut ties with Trump after his tirade.

Trump acknowledged that “a few bad days of press”
came after his statement, and a loss of some business. “I
don’t know how I can quantify it, but I think we were
hurt,” he said. The video was released at the request of
several media outlets despite opposition from the Trump
campaign. — AFP 

White House race hits new low

Continued from Page 1

Nevertheless, Abella confirmed Duterte had intend-
ed to say he wanted to kill millions of people in the
Philippines to achieve his mission of eradicating illegal
drugs. “Duterte was referencing to his ‘willingness to
kill’ three million criminal drug dealers - to save the
future of the next generation and the country,” Abella
said. On Friday Duterte raised the example of Hitler’s
genocidal campaign against Jews, as he talked about
his efforts to extinguish the illegal drug trade in the
Philippines.

“ There are three mill ion drug addicts ( in the
Philippines). I’d be happy to slaughter them,” Duterte
said. “At least if Germany had Hitler, the Philippines
would have,” he said, then paused. “But you know, my
victims, I would like to be (sic) all criminals to finish the
problem of my country and save the next generation
from perdition.”

Duterte, 71, won elections in May in a landslide after
a campaign dominated by his pledge to eradicate drugs
by killing tens of thousands of people. Since Duterte
took office on June 30, police have killed more than
1,200 people and about 1,800 others have died in unex-
plained circumstances, according to official figures.

The United States, a former colonial ruler of the
Philippines and until Duterte’s ascension its most
important ally, condemned his Hitler comments. “I’ll
stress that it (relationship) has to be one that’s based
on shared values, democratic values, respect for human
rights, and words matter,” US State Department deputy
spokesman Mark Toner said in Washington. “And within

that context, President Duterte’s comments are a signif-
icant departure from that tradition. And we find them
troubling.”

US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter also described
Duterte’s comments as “deeply troubling”. The United
Nations special adviser on the prevention of genocide,
Adama Dieng, warned in a statement that Duterte may
be in danger of committing crimes against humanity.
Dieng called on Duterte to “exercise restraint in the use
of language that could exacerbate discrimination, hos-
tility and violence and encourage the commission of
criminal acts which, if widespread or systematic, could
amount to crimes against humanity”.

Phelim Kine, deputy Asia director for Human Rights
Watch called on the US and the European Union to act,
saying Duterte’s comments could further embolden
police and other armed groups to “lawlessly slaughter”
fellow Filipinos. At home, Duterte congressional allies
Sarah Elago and Marjohara Tucay of the small Kabataan
(Youth) party drew the line on the Hitler comments.
“When it comes to your independent foreign policy...
we can lend you unequivocal support. But if you start
comparing yourself to Hitler, we will not have any of it,”
they said in a statement.

Duterte has in recent months faced relentless criti-
cism from Western governments and rights groups
over the apparent extrajudicial killings. US President
Barack Obama called on Duterte to fight his drug war
“the right way”, and respect the rule of law. Duterte,
71, has typically reacted with defiance abusive lan-
guage to his critics, while insisting he is not doing any-
thing illegal. —  AFP 
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There was no power either,” electrician Imam
Hussain told AFP after landing in New Delhi this week.
“I was even arrested because my identification docu-
ments were not renewed by my employer. The situa-
tion there was worse than hell,” said the 27-year-old.

Hussain was among millions of poor Asians work-
ing in the Gulf states, where human rights groups say
many suffer exploitation and abuses with no channels
for redress. Under the kingdom’s kafala system, most
foreign workers are barred from moving to a new job
without their boss’s consent before their contracts
end, leaving many trapped. It has been criticized by
rights groups as a form of bonded labor or even slav-
ery. Hussain and his fellow migrants had spent several
days in Delhi as they waited to go home to Bihar,
sleeping on mattresses on the floor of a budget
hotel’s garage and eating on a filthy, open terrace.

But their huge relief at coming home meant they
barely noticed the discomfort. “We are just so relieved
to be back home finally. All we want is to see our fami-
ly and start our lives afresh,” said Santosh Singh, a low-
wage construction laborer as he waited to board a
train to his native village. Saudi Arabia is the favored
destination for Indian laborers, with nearly three mil-
lion working mainly in the construction sector.

A 2014 report by Amnesty said close to a thousand
low-wage migrant laborers are provided clearance to
travel to Saudi Arabia every day. Bihar, which has
some of the worst rates for poverty, malnutrition and
life expectancy in the country, has the highest migra-

tion rates, according to a government report in 2007.
Many leave to escape an exploitation-ridden rural
economy in the absence of any local enterprise or
industry.

Migration offers an easy opportunity to the often
semi-literate workforce to earn relatively good wages
abroad. “In Siwan district where I live they used to
make public announcements about overseas job
vacancies with the beating of the drum,” said Zakir
Hussain, who went to Riyadh in 2013 and was making
some 30,000 rupees per month ($450) before the
problems began. “I have 15 members in my family and
it (going abroad) was my only chance at a better life.
“But look what happened. I have not been paid since
December. All my dreams are shattered. I just hope I
will get back my dues someday,” he said.

In August, the Indian foreign ministry stepped in to
repatriate thousands of Indian migrant workers who
did not even have money to buy their tickets. The
Saudi government then took action, providing food
and medicine to Indians staying in camps while prom-
ising to provide free passage to all those who wanted
to go back to India. Saudi Arabia has also said it will
handle legal claims of the Oger workers in an effort to
get their money back.

Sheikh Dilsher, who worked for Oger for 18 years, is
still unable to come to terms with the sudden turn his
life has taken. “I slogged all my life for them,” he said,
tears welling up his eyes. “But what did I get in return?
All my benefits which come to some 42,000 Saudi
riyal (around $11,200) have been withheld. I have no
money and no hope now.”  — AFP 
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The official news agency SANA said 13 people were
wounded Saturday in the western Al-Midan neighbor-
hood, also by rebel shellfire. 

The assault has seen government forces seize territo-
ry in both the Suleiman Al-Halabi neighborhood in the
city center and on the northern edges of Aleppo.
Yesterday, regime loyalists backed by heavy raids
advanced on the edges of the Bustan Al-Basha neigh-
bourhood in Aleppo’s north, the Observatory said. An
AFP correspondent said clashes and the loud booms of
shelling were heard around the Suleiman Al-Halabi and
Bustan Al-Basha fronts throughout the night.

An official at the Suleiman Al-Halabi pumping station
in the rebel-held area said most of Aleppo had water
cuts on Saturday because of damage by the continued
bombing. Residents of regime-held areas expressed

relief that the rebels were being pushed back, but said
they feared retaliation. Majed Abboud, 32, said he was
happy about the army’s advance. “But I’m afraid that
with these ferocious clashes, there will be some kind of
reaction from the armed groups.”

The battle for Aleppo has sparked some of the most
brutal violence since the March 2011 beginning of
Syria’s conflict, which has killed more than 300,000 peo-
ple and displaced over half the population. The Doctors
Without Borders (MSF) medical charity warned Friday
that “bombs are raining” over the city, turning east
Aleppo into “a giant kill box”. Diplomatic efforts to end
the fighting across the country have all but collapsed.
Russia on Friday accused Washington of protecting
jihadist groups in its effort to overthrow Assad. British
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said Russia was in dan-
ger of becoming “a pariah nation” and the Aleppo
attacks were “unquestionably a war crime”. — AFP

Aleppo hospital hit, army presses assault

A herd of camel walk through the wild in Ras Al-Khaimah, United Arab Emirates, yesterday. — AP 


