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MADRID: Spain’s crisis-hit Socialists
gathered for a key meeting yesterday to
attempt to help end the country’s pro-
longed political deadlock and decide the
fate of embattled party leader Pedro
Sanchez.

The roughly 300 members of the par-
ty’s federal committee were summoned
to Socialist headquarters in Madrid for a
showdown between allies of Sanchez
and opponents who want him out. The
outcome could see the party lift its veto
on a new government led by acting con-
servative Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy, a
move that could be key to unblocking
Spain’s nine-month political paralysis.

With feelings running high, the meet-
ing started late and the committee then
agreed to go into recess to determine
the parameters of the debate and if
there would be a vote after it, El Pais
reported on its website. Since December
2015, the country has been without a
fully-functioning executive as rivals fail
to agree on a government following two
elections in which none of the main par-
ties won an absolute majority.

Even Rajoy, whose Popular Party won
both elections though without enough
seats to rule alone, was forced into
negotiating a minority government

which was voted down in parliament
earlier this month. “Tomorrow’s federal
committee meeting faces a decisive
debate,”

Sanchez made his first public appear-
ance late Friday since senior party mem-
bers tried to oust him on Wednesday. His
face was sombre as he said the commit-
tee would face a “decisive debate”.

The Socialist Party (PSOE) has been
wracked for months by internal dissent,
and tensions boiled over into open war-
fare after 17 members of the party’s 35-
strong executive quit together in a bid
to force Sanchez out. The ill-feeling was
evident again Saturday as Sanchez sup-
porters shouted “no means no, no
means no,” in showing their backing for
his continued opposition to a Rajoy-led
administration.

Dozens of PSOE members backing
Sanchez were out bright and early at
party headquarters to roundly boo his
opponents, decrying them as
“putschists” and “fascists” as they showed
for the meeting.

Hints at resignation 
Sanchez detractors want the PSOE

to use the 85 parliamentary seats it won
in June polls to help unblock the nation-

al deadlock and allow Rajoy to lead a
right-wing government by abstaining in
a vote of confidence, rather than voting
against as it did earlier this month. The
PSOE’s place is “in the opposition,” said
Socialist lawmaker Eduardo Madina,
who opposes Sanchez.

Sanchez opposes another Rajoy
term, pointing to repeated corruption
scandals hitting the PP and inequalities
sparked by years of austerity. “Spain
doesn’t deserve another four years of
Mariano Rajoy at the head of the
Spanish government-four more years
with a prime minister who has systemat-
ically lied to Spanish society,” he said
Friday.

This fundamental divergence in views
is what will be at stake in Saturday’s
meeting.Sanchez hinted he would step
down if a majority of those at the federal
committee reject his vision of what
direction the party should take-in other
words if they favoured abstaining.

“Obviously I could not put into prac-
tice a decision that I don’t agree with,” he
said. If his critics get their way and he
quits, an interim leadership will  be
appointed which would likely direct the
Socialists to abstain if Rajoy decided to
go for another vote of confidence, thus

unblocking the situation and avoiding a
third round of elections.

If Sanchez wins, though, he will
press ahead with his plans to appeal
directly to grassroots members by call-
ing primary elections on October 23 to

elect a new leadership, and the future
would be a lot more uncertain. Spain’s
parliament has until October 31 to pro-
duce a government or new elections will
be called in December-the third in a
year. — AFP

Spain’s crisis-hit Socialists in leadership showdown

BUDAPEST: Muslims in Hungary say they are
wary of the government’s anti-migrant referen-
dum this weekend, which polls suggest has
boosted xenophobic feelings. The government,
contending that there is a direct link between
migrants and terrorism, is seeking a popular
mandate in Sunday’s vote for its opposition to
accepting any mandatory European Union quo-
tas for resettling asylum seekers.

“I’m starting to feel that my own homeland is
repudiating me,” says Timea Nagy, a Hungarian
Muslim. Prime Minister Viktor Orban has said
Hungarians have “no problems” with the local
Muslim community, but he believes any EU quo-
tas to relocate asylum seekers, including many
Muslims, would destroy Hungary’s Christian
identity and culture. Orban hopes that a rejec-
tion of EU quotas in the referendum will be mim-
icked by others and force Brussels to reconsider
the scheme.

A poll taken in August by the Publicus
Institute for the Vasarnapi Hirek newspaper
found 35 percent of the 1,000 people asked said
it was obligatory to help refugees, down from 64
percent in September 2015. Some 5,600 Muslims

live in Hungary, according to the 2011 census,
the latest available.

On Friday, about 30 people took part in a
“Muslims living among us” walking tour in a
Budapest neighborhood, an effort to counter
prejudice. “In the past year, especially since the
migrant crisis is causing tension in Hungarian
society, this is one of our most popular walks,”
said tour guide Anna Lenard. “We present
Hungarian Muslim communities and try to show
their human face because people living here get
a lot of false information from the media.”

The tour in the city’s so-called “New Buda”
neighborhood stretching to the Danube River
includes stops in several shops and mosques, as
well as presentations and chats by community
leaders.

“We could say that this (referendum) cam-
paign is against the migrants but in reality it is
covertly against Islam, that’s how people mostly
understood it,” said Tayseer Saleh, imam of the
Darusallam Mosque. “We do not support the
migrants coming to Europe,” Saleh said. “We sup-
port putting an end to the problems there and I
guarantee that 90 percent of the people will

return to their homeland.” Government bill-
boards and media ads have drawn a direct link
between migration and terrorism, warned
Hungarians that millions more migrants may
soon be headed for Europe and asserted that
cases of harassment of women in Europe have
risen greatly since the start of the migrant crisis.

Speaking last September at a meeting of
Hungarian diplomats, Orban said the Muslims in
Hungary were a “valuable asset” and wanted to
avoid causing “awkward situations, even at the
verbal level” for them. “We are truly glad that
there are kebab shops on our avenues. We like
buying lamb from Syrian butchers at Easter,”
Orban said. “We are going to honor this Muslim
community in Hungary, but we don’t want their
proportion to grow suddenly.”

Local Muslims said the problems they faced
in light of the government’s referendum cam-
paign were far beyond awkward.

“I consider myself a good Hungarian and I
want to be one, too,” Timea Nagy said. “But if
people are surrounded by this kind of propagan-
da and they are so impressionable, it often
makes you wonder.” — AP

MADRID: Supporters of Spain’s Socialist party leader Pedro Sanchez hold plac-
ards that read: “No Popular Party” as they shout slogans outside the party
headquarters in Madrid, yesterday. —AP
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Polls could boost xenophobic feelings 

BUDAPEST: A man arrives for prayers at a mosque in Budapest, Hungary, Friday. Muslims in Hungary say they are wary of the government’s
anti-migrant referendum which has boosted xenophobic feelings. —AP

JOHANNESBURG: South African protesters
lob rocks at security guards at one of the
continent’s leading universities. Police fire
rubber bullets at students on another cam-
pus. Vice-chancellors warn that students
might not be able to finish the academic
year if a national dispute over financing
higher education is not resolved soon.
Twenty-two years after the end of white
minority rule, grievances over economic
inequities are fueling unrest that has forced
the closure of some of South Africa’s most
prominent universities, which are strug-
gling to cover costs. Opinion has splintered
among students, faculty, parents and the
government, which acknowledges funding
shortfalls but accuses a radical minority of
bringing campuses to a standstill.

One target of protesters’ condemnation
is Adam Habib, vice-chancellor of the
University of the Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg, also known as Wits. Habib,
in turn, has suggested it is ironic that Wits,
whose student population is mostly black,
could unravel because of protesters who
say they are committed to “decolonization.”

He tweeted: “ The tragedy of our
moment.” The protests are smaller than
widely popular demonstrations in 2015
that forced the government to suspend
university fee increases this year.
Demonstrations picked up again after the
government said universities can increase
fees by up to 8 percent next year, although
it will pay about $180 million to cover the
costs of poor students in 2017.

Wits and the University of Cape Town
hope to resume the academic program on
Monday.  Some students vehemently
oppose that plan. Once a student demand
for free education is met, “we are willing to
go back to class. I  mean, we are here
because we want to study and get
degrees,” said Mzwanele Ntshwanti, a stu-
dent leader at Wits who wore a jacket with
an emblem of the Student Representative
Council.

“We’ve managed to disrupt the system
because that’s the only language that they
understand,” he said Friday in a reference to
university administrators and the govern-
ment. Ntshwanti was standing outside the
Great Hall, a temple-like building whose tall
columns evoke Western academic tradi-
tions that irk some South African students
who demand a curriculum more focused
on African affairs. As he spoke, about 100

members of the Wits teaching staff, many
in red and black academic robes, rallied on
the Great Hall steps to demand more state
funding and an end to violence. “No cops
on campus!” read a placard. About 10
police vehicles were stationed on a nearby
campus road and in a parking lot besides
the Origins Centre, a university museum
that explores human evolution. On Sept 20,
protesters at Wits threw stones at private
security guards, smashing glass at the
Great Hall entrance. Some guards picked
up projectiles and threw them back, con-
tributing to an image of a prestigious cen-
ter of learning as a chaotic battleground. In
a separate incident, the government
blamed student activists for the death of a
university worker who was hospitalized
after being affected by a fire extinguisher
sprayed by protesters.

Wits is charging between $2,200 and
$4,200 for tuition for a first-year undergrad-
uate in 2016. In addition, there are book,
travel and lodging costs. The government
says it will pay tuition for students from
households with up to $43,700 in annual
income, a measure expected to benefit
about 80 percent of undergraduates.

On Wednesday, police fired rubber bul-
lets and arrested 11 students during a
protest for free education at Rhodes
University in the city of Grahamstown. That
prompted the vice-chancellor, Sizwe
Mabizela, to say students should not
become “collateral damage” in the dispute
over costs. Vice-Chancellor Max Price of the
University of Cape Town on Friday met 200
protesters who oppose the university’s re-
opening on Monday. Separately, about
2,000 students and staff, some holding
books, held a silent rally urging the
resumption of classes, Price said on the uni-
versity’s website.

“There’s a lot of uncertainty. There are a
lot of different political positions and views
on campus,” said Mehita Iqani, an associate
professor of media studies at Wits. There
are also expectations of more violence. Wits
Vuvuzela, a university newspaper, advises
students how to respond to stun grenades,
rubber bullets and tear gas in a section
titled:  “What to expect from the police and
how to stay safe.”

Around the corner from the Great Hall
at Wits is a piece of graffiti with instruc-
tions. It starts: “How to make a petrol
bomb: a guide for students.”— AP

South African universities 
say academic year in peril

BELFAST: Pro-British protestants ended a three-year protest in
Belfast yesterday after authorities allowed them to complete a
march marking a 17th century military victory, passing a neighbor-
hood dominated by rival Catholics. Protesters began their vigil in
July 2013 at the point where police halted the parade marking
King William of Orange’s victory over the Roman Catholic King
James at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, which helped secure
Protestant supremacy in Ireland.

Parades are staged annually by Protestant unionists, who want
Northern Ireland to remain part of the United Kingdom. The tradi-
tion is seen as provocative by Catholic Irish nationalists who want
to be part of a united Ireland. The Parades Commission, a body set
up to resolve Northern Ireland’s annual “marching season” ten-
sions, brokered a compromise between the rival sides under which
local residents agreed to end their protests during the outbound
leg of the of the march from the city centre to a parade ground. In
exchange, the marchers agreed a moratorium on the return leg
back past the Catholic area, which routinely sparked rioting in the
evening of every July 12.

Irish nationalist party Sinn Fein described the agreement as
heralding a “new era of peace building” in North Belfast. Early yes-
terday morning, two Orange Order bands and more than a hun-
dred marchers passed the Catholic estate, with some 60 protesters
looking on with signs reading: “walk of shame”.

A caravan that had been used to house the protesters at the
vigil was towed away. Over 600 police, many in riot gear, were on
duty for yesterday’s march. The cost of policing the protests
since 2013 has been in excess of 21 million pounds ($27 million),
police said.

A 1998 peace agreement paved the way for a power-sharing
government of unionists and nationalists, meant to end decades of
sectarian and political killings in Northern Ireland.

Violence has subsided, but police say the threat from dissident
groups opposed to the peace deal remains high. — Reuters

Belfast protest ends as police let parade pass 

BELFAST: Police line the route as Orange Order members parade along the
Crumlin Road adjacent to the nationalist Ardoyne district in north Belfast,
North Ireland, yesterday. —AP

JOHANNESBURG: A student wears a noose around her neck as lecturers and staff of
Witwatersrand University demonstrate in support of the free education movement
and against violence on campus yesterday in Johannesburg. —AFP

LONDON: British Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson said Russia was in danger of
becoming a pariah nation, as he hit out at
alleged “double tap” bombing raids in Syria,
hitting aid workers. “They drop one bomb
and then they wait for the aid workers to
come out, civilian people pulling the
injured from the rubble, and then five min-
utes later they drop another bomb,” he told
The Sun newspaper.

Johnson said the British government
had evidence that Russian jets had carried
out such attacks, which were “unquestion-
ably a war crime”. “We have evidence. We
have good ground to believe that the

Russians themselves have been doing that.
“We are trying to document that fully
because that is in my view unquestionably
a war crime.” He said Britain and the United
States were looking at a “range of options”
designed to ramp up the pressure on
Moscow.

“The single most potent weapon we
have is shame,” he said. “The world’s attitude
towards Russia has been hardening and I
think people now believe that Russia is in
danger of becoming a pariah nation. “If they
continue like this they will forfeit any sym-
pathy and any admiration in the world at all,
and I think they do care about that. — AFP

Russia risks ‘pariah’ 
status: Johnson


