
ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has stirred up controversy over the treaty that
almost a century ago set the borders of mod-
ern Turkey, alarming both neighboring Greece
and secular opposition at home. In a speech
Thursday, Erdogan for the first time rejected
the notion that the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne
was a “victory” for Turkey and wistfully lament-
ed the loss of Aegean islands which are now
Greek territory. The treaty - the founding basis
of the modern Turkish state out of the ruins of
the Ottoman Empire - has usually been seen
inside the country as a triumph of its secular
leadership led by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk.

For the secular opposition in Turkey,
Erdogan’s comments have represented anoth-
er dangerous lapse into neo-Ottomanism, sig-
naling his regret that Ankara does not control
territory stretching from Balkans to Africa as
Constantinople did in Ottoman times. But for
pro-Erdogan commentators his remarks were
a timely reminder that modern Turkey has just

a fraction of the territory controlled by the
Ottoman Empire.

‘Is this a Victory?’ 
“You see the Aegean, don’t you?” Erdogan

told local officials in the speech at his presi-
dential palace. “In Lausanne, we gave away
islands (so near that) your voice can be heard
if you shout across to them. Is this a victory?”
he asked. “They were ours. There are our
mosques, our shrines there.” Erdogan rounded
on those who negotiated the treaty who
included Ismet Inonu, Ataturk’s right-hand-
man who would later succeed him as presi-
dent and still a hero for secularists. “Those who
sat at that table could not make the best of
the agreement. Today we are suffering the
consequences.”

After the Ottoman defeat in World War I,
the existence of any future Turkish state had
been in question. However thanks to the
strategic brilliance of Ataturk and victory in

the War of Independence against Greece,
modern Turkey was founded in 1923 as a state
stretching from the Mediterranean to Persia.
The military victory and Lausanne Treaty
reversed the outcome of the 1919 Treaty of
Sevres which, if implemented, would have
seen modern Turkey reduced to a rump
around Istanbul and Anatolia.

Under the new borders enshrined in
Lausanne, all the Aegean islands went to
Greece, with the exception of Gokceada
(Imroz) and Bozcaada ( Tenedos). Several
islands however had already been captured
from the Ottoman Empire in a 1912 war.  

‘Dangerous for Relations’ 
Athens, which has had generally solid rela-

tions with Ankara during Erdogan’s rule, said
the controversy would not do ties any good.
“Calling the Treaty of Lausanne into question ...
is dangerous both to relations between our
two countries and the wider region,” Greek

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras said. Junior for-
eign minister for European affairs Nikos
Xydakis told SKAI TV “Erdogan’s surprise out-
bursts” were becoming customary. “He is fac-
ing great pressure inside,” he said, pointing to
the July 15 failed coup and the troubles in
neighbouring Syria and Iraq.

Erdogan’s comments were indeed surpris-
ing, given that on the 93rd anniversary of the
treaty on July 24 he lauded the treaty as the
“founding document of the Republic” and a
“victory won with our glorious people’s faith,
courage and sacrifice”. Aykan Erdemir, a senior
fellow at the Washington-based Foundation
for Defense of Democracies, said Erdogan’s “U-
turn” marked a crumbling of unity with the
secular opposition in the aftermath of the July
15 coup.  “Now that the Turkish president has
reestablished full control over the country, he
feels comfortable to go back to his anti-repub-
lican and polarizing narrative,” Erdemir told
AFP. 

‘Betray History’ 
Turkey’s main opposition party leader

spoke out against Erdogan’s comments,
describing them as a betrayal of history. “Don’t
forget that you sit on that chair thanks to
Lausanne,” said Kemal Kilicdaroglu of the
Republican People’s Party (CHP), the party
founded by Ataturk which sees itself as the
guardian of his secular principles. “Nobody has
the right to betray their history.” Yusuf Kaplan,
columnist in the pro-government Yeni Safak
newspaper, however described Lausanne as a
“death warrant” and praised Erdogan for
throwing “taboos on the trash”. “Turkey could
not be invaded from outside but was captured
inside by being secularized from the top by
secular elites.”  But Hayri Inonu, mayor of the
Sisli district in Istanbul and grandson of Ismet
Inonu, said the proof of Lausanne’s success is
the existence of “the (Turkish) Republic itself”
where the crescent and star Turkish flag would
wave forever. “The rest is empty talk.”  — AFP 
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Erdogan stirs trouble over 1923 treaty
Neighboring Greece and secular opposition alarmed

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (center) addresses MPs at the Turkish National Assembly (TBMM) during the opening of the 2nd legislative year of the 26th term yesterday. — AFP 

MOGADISHU: At least two people were killed
and five injured yesterday when a car loaded
with explosives blew up near a restaurant in
Mogadishu, a security official and witnesses said.
The car was parked in front of the Blue Sky
restaurant, near a busy road close to the head-
quarters of the Somali National Intelligence and
Security Agency (NISA) in a southern district of
the city. The blast was detonated remotely out-
side the restaurant, security forces spokesman
Mohamed Dahir told AFP, adding that “informa-
tion we have gotten so far indicates that two
civilians were killed in the blast”. 

Sources said the restaurant is frequented
both by security personnel and civilians. “I saw
two dead bodies and five wounded, most of
them civilians who were passing by the area,”
added eyewitness Abdukadir Shilow. “There is
chaos around the restaurant and Somali forces
sealed off the road after the blast.”

There was no immediate claim of responsi-
bility although immediate suspicion fell on the
Al-Qaeda linked Islamist group Shabaab, locked
in battle against the Somali government and
which regularly mounts attacks in the city.
Despite being driven out of the capital in 2011
by an African Union force deployed in 2007 the
group still control vast swathes of outlying rural

areas from which they launch guerrilla opera-
tions. Somalia last month announced a further
delay in already-postponed parliamentary elec-

tions, pushing them to between Oct 23 and
Nov 10, with the president elected no later than
Nov 30. — AFP 

Car bomb kills 2 in Mogadishu

MOGADISHU: A Somali soldier and bystanders stand near the wreckage of a car and a body
after an explosion yesterday. — AP 

ANKARA: Turkey’s parliament yesterday
overwhelmingly approved a one-year
extension of an existing mandate to use
Turkish troops abroad in Syria and Iraq.
The mandate was first approved by par-
liament in Oct 2014 and was renewed for
another year in Sept 2015. It allows mili-
tary action in Turkey’s two southern
neighbors against Islamic State jihadists
and other groups deemed by Ankara to
be terror organizations.

Using the existing mandate, Turkey on
Aug 24 launched an unprecedented
operation inside Syria dubbed Euphrates
Shield to back pro-Ankara rebels fighting
IS jihadists and a Kurdish militia. Ankara
is also believed to have an unspecified
number of troops in the Bashiqa camp
outside IS-controlled Mosul in northern
Iraq involved in training Iraqi fighters
who plan to recapture the city.

The bill passed easily on the first day
of the new session of parliament  with
support from the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP), secular oppo-
sition Republican People’s Party (CHP)

and Nationalist Movement Party (MHP).
Only the pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) voted against.
According to the state-run Anadolu news
agency, the new mandate will run until
Oct 30, 2017.

In his speech marking the opening of
parliament, President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said the initial goal of the Syria
operation was to create a “safe area free
of terror organizations” some 5,000 sq km
in size.Erdogan hailed the results of the
operation so far in the Syrian town of
Jarabulus, saying its population had
expanded from 2,000 to 40,000 since
being captured from IS jihadists. As well
as targeting the jihadists, the operation is
also aimed against Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG) militia which
Ankara regards as a terror group.

Erdogan said he believed that Mosul
could be taken from IS but warned
Baghdad and Turkey’s Western allies that
Ankara had to be involved in any opera-
tion and included in the decision-making
process. — AFP
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