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The issue of the children of Kuwaiti women
married to non-citizens has been a matter of
concern for a long time. This topic is an old

one, but sensitive too. It has turned into a ticking
time bomb over the failure to reach a solution
that treats these women fairly and clearly, once
and for all. 

We know that wives and children usually follow
the name and nationality of the husband, but in
Kuwait, this subject has become complicated to
the point where some MPs and activists are call-
ing to amend the Kuwaiti nationality law, like
some Arab countries that allow women to grant
citizenship to their children. Some women resort
to divorcing their non-Kuwaiti husbands to obtain
Kuwaiti citizenship for their children. This is the
prejudice suffered by Kuwaiti women married to
foreigners, compared to Kuwaiti men married to
non-Kuwaiti women.

There are plenty of defenders of the rights of
Kuwaiti women married to non-Kuwaitis, because
they see it as unjust that a woman can’t give
Kuwaiti nationality to her children, who are forced
to take the nationality of the father. The problem
is compounded when the husband is a stateless
person (bedoon).  

I  real ly  wonder why these women do not
accept reality and the nationality of their chosen
husbands. I frankly believe that marital partner-
ship means acceptance of each party as they are
and who they are, whether over nationality or
position. 

There are calls for amending Article 2 of the cit-
izenship law to stipulate that a Kuwaiti citizen is
someone who is born in Kuwait or abroad to a
Kuwaiti father or a Kuwait mother. I believe this is
difficult to achieve on the ground and under the
current Kuwaiti demographics. Some state the
success of  some Arab legis lat ion that  al low
women to naturalize their sons, like in Egypt, but
the laws in the Gulf states, for example, do not
allow this. Defenders of these laws claim that
amending them to keep up with social changes is
not a sufficient or logical reason.

It is natural that a citizen receives privileges in
his homeland, and this is not prejudice, because
naturalization involves material concessions,
especially in the GCC. But for some to seek divorce
in Kuwait and then remarry outside the county to
avoid registering and documenting the marriage
to ensure the naturalization of the children is
unacceptable in my opinion.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir is being received by National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir is being received by Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Amir returns home from US visit
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, accom-
panied by Deputy Chief of the National Guard
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and his official delegation, arrived back home
from the US after leading a Kuwait’s delega-
tion to the Leaders’ Summit on Refugees

recently held at the United Nations. His
Highness the Amir was received at the airport
by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim, sen-
ior sheikhs, His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Acting

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and Deputy Premier and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah

Al-Sabah,  Deputy Premier, Minister of
Finance and Acting Oil Minister Anas Al-
Saleh, besides senior state officials.

His Highness the Amir’s accompanying
delegation comprised Advisor at the Amiri
Diwan Sheikh Fahad Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah, Director of His Highness the

Amir’s Office Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad, Advisor
at the Amiri Diwan Mohammad Abdullah
Abu Alhasan, Chief of the Amiri Diwan
Protocols Sheikh Khaled Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah and head of the
Media and Cultural Affairs at the Amiri Diwan
Yusuf Hamad Al-Roumi.—KUNA

KUWAIT: The Patient Helping Fund Society
together with global biopharmaceutical
company, AstraZeneca, have launched a
nationwide appeal for all men in Kuwait to
educate themselves on prostate cancer fol-
lowing alarming survey results which
revealed 56 percent were unable to cor-
rectly identify the symptoms of the disease. 

With September marking prostate can-
cer awareness month across the globe, The
Patient Helping Fund Society and
AstraZeneca are working together through
their ‘Protect What’s Precious initiative’ to
encourage men to take the time to speak
to their doctor throughout the month and
learn about the symptoms and risks of the
second leading cause of cancer death in
men worldwide. 

Chairman of Patients Helping Fund
Society, Dr Mohammad Al-Sharhan, said
the nationwide survey, which was commis-
sioned by AstraZeneca Gulf, involved more
than 250 people in Kuwait and highlighted
the need for more education on prostate
cancer.

“We all know that education and aware-
ness is vital for an early diagnosis and suc-
cessful prognosis of any disease but this is
especially true with prostate cancer. When
it is diagnosed early, the five-year survival
rate of prostate cancer is almost 100 per-
cent3, that’s why the survey results are so
concerning,” Dr Al-Sharhan said. 

“Symptoms of prostate cancer can
include a need to urinate frequently, espe-
cially at night, difficulty starting urination

or holding back urine, weak or interrupted
flow of urine and painful or burning urina-
tion.”

“More often than not however, it’s not
until the more advanced stages of the dis-
ease that symptoms begin to surface. That’s
why it’s important for men to also learn
about the risk factors of prostate cancer
and ensure they are regularly visiting their
GP so they remain one step ahead.”

According to the Prostate Cancer
Foundation, the older you are, the more
likely you are to be diagnosed with
prostate cancer. Although only 1 in 10,000
men under age 40 will be diagnosed with
prostate cancer, the rate shoots up to 1 in
38 for ages 40 to 59, and 1 in 14 for ages 60
to 69. Race and family history of prostate
cancer can also affect a man’s risk in devel-
oping the disease.

The survey results also highlighted the
fact that there was little awareness of
prostate cancer screening options, with 84
percent of respondents admitting they
were unaware screening existed.

Although recommendations on prostate
cancer screening can vary, screening can
help identify cancer early on when treat-
ment is most effective. A normal PSA test,
combined with a digital rectal exam, can
help reassure you that it’s unlikely you have
prostate cancer. Screening is something
men between 40-70 years old should also
discuss with their doctor.

“One in seven men will be diagnosed
with prostate cancer in their lifetime, so it is

important for men to learn about both
non-aggressive, slow-growing forms of
prostate cancer and aggressive forms of
this disease through conversations with
their doctors,”Dr. Al-Sharhan said. 

“Unfortunately the survey found that
men avoided visiting their doctor because
54 percent believe they could fix the issue
themselves and 22 percent because they
are too busy but regularly going to the
doctor is extremely important and even if
you feel fine, you should still see your doc-
tor for check-ups. These visits can help you
avoid or better treat problems in the
future.” 

“We hope these survey results can help
men and their family realize the impor-
tance of regularly visiting their doctor and
staying informed so they can take control
of their health and avoid unnecessary risks,”
he added.  Patient Helping Fund Society
launched its partnership with AstraZeneca
Gulf in June this year with the aim to
increase awareness and education of all
cancers in Kuwait through the campaign
‘Protect What’s Precious’ which aims to aid
in early detection and successful prognosis
of the disease.  During prostate cancer
awareness month, Patient Helping Fund is
encouraging all men to start regularly visit-
ing their doctor to learn more about the
disease and avoid unnecessary health risks
in the future. 

Speaking on its recent collaboration
with Patient Helping Fund Society, Area
Vice President for AstraZeneca Middle

East,Samer Al-Hallaq, said: “AstraZeneca is
delighted to be supporting Patient Helping
Fund Society to increase awareness of
prostate cancer throughout September
with the ‘Protect What’s Precious’,” he said.
“We aim to encourage men to become
more aware and understand the need for
early detection.”

5 THINGS MEN SHOULD LEARN 
ABOUT PROSTATE CANCER 

1. Prostate cancer is the second most
common cancer in men and the second
leading cause of cancer death in men
worldwide.

2. Prostate cancer can occur at any age,
although men 65 years and older are at
higher risk.

3. Men with a family history of prostate
cancer have an increased risk of developing
cancer. The closer the relation, the higher
the chances. 

4. Obesity and smoking is linked to a
higher risk of aggressive prostate cancer. 

5. Symptoms of prostate cancer include: 
* A need to urinate frequently, especially

at night
* Difficulty starting urination or holding

back urine
* Weak or interrupted flow of urine
* Painful or burning urination
* Blood in urine 
* Frequent pain or stiffness in the lower

back, hips, or upper thighs.
Speak to your GP to find out about oth-

er prostate cancer symptoms.

Half of men living in Kuwait cannot 
identify prostate cancer symptoms

Survey underlines need for more education on prostate cancer
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KUWAIT: Ministry of Commerce and
Industry Undersecretary Khaled Al-
Shemali stressed that the ministry is com-
bating unjustified price hikes, considering
it as a crime committed against all con-
sumers. Shemali explained that well-stud-
ied prices set according to international
pricing and costing methods are accept-
able and are being closely followed up by
special committees. 

Afia cards
MoH’s official spokesperson Dr Ahmed

Al-Shatti announced delivering 9,100 ‘Afia’
cards to retirees covered by the new
health insurance system till Thursday
night. Shatti added that the Afia care cen-
ter received over 4,075 calls from citizens,
which indicates positive interactions from
citizens inquiring about the system. Shatti

added that distribution of the cards would
resume Monday, and strongly denied sell-
ing any of these cards, warning that doing
so would be illegal. 

Smuggling attempt 
Cairo airport customs foiled an attempt

to smuggle rare stuffed animals to Kuwait. 

Foodstuff monitoring
Municipality Director Ahmed Al-

Manfouhi strongly denied the presence of
any foul food items including pork and
stressed that all foodstuff imported in
Kuwait is meticulously examined to make
sure it is hygienic and safe. Mubarak Al-
Kabeer municipality inspected stores and
restaurants at Qurain markets and co-ops,
which resulted in confiscating and
destroying 72 kg of chocolate, pastries,
biscuits and sweets, in addition to filing 55
citations. 

Ministry combating
unjustified price 
hikes: Al-Shemali

BRUSSELS: A delegation of Kuwaiti
lawyers and legal personnel from the
Chamber of Industry and Commerce has
visited headquarters of the Permanent
International Criminal Court in The Hague,
getting acquainted with latest applied
technologies and mechanisms in interna-
tional criminal judicial tasks.

Tareq Al-Shmaimri, counselor at the
State of Kuwait’s Embassy and head of the
financial panel of the international tribunal,
told KUNA yesterday that the delegation

held constructive discussions with Ronny
Abraham, the chief judge of the
International Court of Justice, and a num-
ber of judges, focusing on mutual coopera-
tion and prospects of Kuwait’s employment
of the judges’ expertise.

The 20-member delegation of Kuwaiti
attorneys and legal figures, during the
week-long vis it  which concluded on
Friday, attended a trial session and met
the dean of Leiden Law School of Leiden
University. —KUNA

Kuwait delegation in the Hague

BRUSSELS: The delegation meets with the chief judge of the International Court of
Justice Ronny Abraham.—KUNA


