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Bill Cosby’s lawyers argued yesterday
that prosecutors are reaching back to
the “casting couch” era to round up

female accusers and build a “stale” sexual
assault case against him. And they will take a
Pennsylvania judge through a time warp to
prove their point, challenging sexual miscon-
duct claims that spanned the freewheeling
1960s, patriotic 1980s and gender-bending
21st century. Cosby arrived just before 9 am
at the Montgomery County Courthouse, smil-
ing as he chatted with his handlers.

Prosecutors will ask the judge to let 13
other women testify at the scheduled June
trial that they were drugged and molested by
Cosby in a “signature” fashion. However,
defense lawyers note there’s little but hazy
memories to go on. In a defense filing
Monday, they said the women’s memories
have been compromised by time and wide-
spread media coverage of the case. “The fact
that even the most fervently held memories
can actually be tainted - or altogether false -
is supported by a vast existing and growing
body of science,” lawyers Brian McMonagle
and Angela Agrusa wrote. The pretrial hear-
ing is expected to last two days, with another
hearing on the evidence set for December.

New evidence 
Cosby, now 79 and blind, remains free on

$1 million bail. It’s been a half-century since
the comedian became the first black actor to
star in a primetime TV show, “I Spy,” and more
than 20 years since his top-ranked homage to
black family life, “The Cosby Show,” stopped
filming. He had beaten back a Temple
University employee’s sexual assault com-
plaint in 2005 when prosecutors said there
wasn’t enough evidence to charge him.

But a new prosecutor, District Attorney
Kevin Steele, reopened the Montgomery
County case last year amid new evidence: the
scores of public accusers and a newly
unsealed deposition that showed Cosby
acknowledging he gave Andrea Constand
three unlabeled pills and some wine before
sticking his hand down her pants. Constand,
then 30, said she was only semi-conscious
after taking what she thought were herbal
pills. She had met Cosby, a Temple booster,
through her job and said she went to his
house that night for career advice.

Constand settled a lawsuit against Cosby
in 2006. The defense, in their motion Monday,
said her accounts of her relationship with
Cosby changed in her initial police state-
ments - and they said the two had been inti-
mate before.—AP

Cosby lawyers say prosecutors 
using the ‘casting couch’ cliche

Bill Cosby, right, arrives for a hearing in his sexual assault case at the Montgomery
County Courthouse yesterday in Norristown. — AP 

This picture taken on October 31, 2016 shows men playing sepak takraw in front of a mural that reads “We were born in the reign of King
Rama 9”, referring to the late Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej, known as the ninth king of the current Chakri dynasty in Bangkok. — AFP 

Thailand’s party scene may get back into
gear in a fortnight after a shutdown to
mourn the death of King Bhumibol

Adulyadej, the junta suggested yesterday. The
death of 88-year-old Bhumibol Adulyadej on
October 13 thrust a country renowned for its
colorful nightlife into profound mourning.
Thais have donned black, soap operas have
been pulled from television schedules, festivals
cancelled and the music even turned down at
Bangkok’s seedier bars-with go-go dancers
swapping the usual garish bikinis for somber
black outfits.

But the junta leader signaled that nightlife
may soon be allowed to creep back-along with
cultural celebrations, concerts and the beloved
soap operas-when a 30-day initial mourning

period ends on November 14. “Television will
return to normal,” Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
O-Cha told reporters, albeit warning actors to
dress demurely on screen and remain “polite”
befitting the national mood.

In a nod to a relaxation on restrictions on
nightlife he said “Thailand is a country of
tourism”, adding discussions were continuing
over the loosening of controls on indoor and
outdoor venues. A government official said lat-
er nine types of events and venues would
operate as normal, including nightclubs, pubs
and bars. Cultural celebrations, fairs, sporting
events and concerts can also be restored to the
calendar after a month-long suspension,
according to an offical citing the Prime
Minister’s office.

It was not immediately clear how that will
play out with each local police force likely to
enforce their own rules as the national mood
lightens. Neither is the return of the famed “Full
Moon” beach party confirmed. The junta has
sought to balance respect for the venerated
late king, who was the world’s longest reigning
monarch, with keeping the country open for
business. The main tourist season is about to
get into full swing and analysts have warned
that any protracted clampdown on the party
scene could drive visitors away.  — AFP 

Thai party scene set to resume after royal mourning

Rain is pelting the black bulk of Edinburgh Castle brooding
over the city, but inside Fingers Piano Bar on Frederick
Street, it’s warm and dry as I dance with a throng of

cheerful Scots, all of us lustily belting out the chorus of “Sweet
Caroline.” “Hands, touching hands,” roar the dancers, waving
their arms about and casually slapping complete strangers on
the back as the piano man valiantly covers Neil Diamond.

Which is when it occurs to me that this city’s reputation as a
bastion of gentility might not be 100 percent on point - certain-
ly not at Fingers, which is known for a boisterous vibe. In truth,
Edinburgh has many faces. You might start your day research-
ing the city’s (sometimes bloody) past, move on to a wind-
swept hike of green hills and finish up with a plunge into the
lively dining and bar-hopping scene. Whether you choose one,
two or all of Edinburgh’s incarnations, here are some guide-
posts for the journey.

What’s new
The Palace of Holyroodhouse, aka Holyrood Palace, is worth

a visit for its stylishly decorated rooms as well as the chambers
of the doomed Mary Queen of Scots, site of the brutal murder
of her Italian secretary David Rizzio on the orders of her second
husband, Lord Darnley. (Note the chambers are reachable by
spiral staircase only.) Evening tours offered in December
include a visit to the West Drawing Room, not normally open to
the public. Also: Champagne and mince pies. Evening tours,
which cost about $43, must be booked in advance and have
limited availability. Regular tours available daily; admission
about $16. Check the website before you go to make sure the
palace isn’t closed due to royal visits.

For a less aristocratic window on the past, visit The Real Mary
King’s Close, set on the Royal Mile that stretches between
Edinburgh Castle and Holyrood Palace. This is a warren of steep
alleys that once teemed with life but were abandoned when
construction at the top of the hill sealed off the area, turning it
into an underground relic. Costumed guides lead you through
the partially furnished houses which include interactive por-
traits that help paint a picture of what life was like in these

once-crowded streets. Bonus: You will come away with a new
appreciation for modern plumbing. Open daily; admission
around $18. Reservations strongly recommended.

Classic attractions
Edinburgh Castle is a must-see, although it’s up to you

whether you spend hours poking into its nooks and crannies or
just have a quick stroll and a nice cup of tea. This is actually a
collection of buildings including former military prisons and
tiny St. Margaret’s Chapel, built in the 12th century and the old-
est building on site. Don’t miss the Stone of Destiny, displayed
alongside the Crown Jewels in the Royal Palace, which has a
long history in British coronations. Admission about $21.
Afternoon tea can be had at the Queen Anne Tearoom for
about $37 (include castle admission), a nice diversion, especial-
ly if it’s pouring, which is always a possibility.

At the opposite end of the Royal Mile is Holyrood Park,
home to Arthur’s Seat, a hill popular with hikers. There are vari-
ous paths to the top, most relatively easy although it’s a bit of a

scramble at the end. The Royal Botanic Garden covers about 70
acres and is about one mile from the city center. Highlights
include a memorial garden to the late Queen Mother.
Admission free to the gardens, about $7 to the glasshouses.

If jetlag has you up at sunrise and you’re somewhere near
the Royal Mile, consider walking up Calton Hill. You’ll get out-
standing views of the city that are all the better when gilded by
the rising sun. The hill is home to the National Monument,
which looks like an unfinished Parthenon and, in fact, is. The
plan was to construct a massively ambitious war memorial to
Scottish soldiers and sailors killed in the Napoleonic wars, but
money ran out and the project stalled at a base and 12
columns.

Getting around
Edinburgh is very walkable, but be prepared for lots of hills

and steps and a changeable climate. A good place to catch your
breath is Princes Street Gardens in front of the castle. Dining
options range from standard pub grub - try the haggis, you
know you want it-to innovative takes on Scottish classics.
Recommended: The Bon Vivant, 55 Thistle St. The menu
changes seasonally, but local oysters are worth a try if available.
Also good for a drink and a bite is The Devil’s Advocate, 9
Advocate’s Close.

Travel tips 
For modern, bright rooms in an excellent location, try the

G&V Royal Mile Hotel, rooms start at around $280. Part of the
fun of Edinburgh is its many traditions. Note the shiny big toe of
David Hume’s statue on the Royal Mile in front of the High
Court Building. Philosophy students used to rub the toe for
good luck in exams; now everyone does it, which might not sit
too well with Hume, who abhorred superstition. Another, slight-
ly less charming, good luck custom is to spit on the Heart of
Midlothian, a heart-shaped mosaic in the sidewalk near St. Giles’
Church on the Royal Mile. It marks the spot where executions
were once conducted. Make of that what you will. — AP 

Rubbing the statue’s toe and other good times in Edinburgh

Trees frame an entrance to the Queen Mother’s Memorial Garden, part of the Royal
Botanic Garden in Edinburgh. — AP photos

The National Monument on Edinburgh’s Calton Hill

Edinburgh as seen
from Arthur’s seat

The statue of philosopher David Hume on Edinburgh’s Royal Mile. The ruins of Holyrood Abbey that stand next to Holyrood Palace and can be visited as
part of the palace tour.


