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Gulfsat, Palsat renew TV broadcast cooperation pact

Agreement reaffirms its vital role in TV broadcast domain

KUWAIT: Gulfsat Communications Co (Gulfsat),
a leading specialist in providing telecommuni-
cations services, TV broadcast  and satellite
rebroadcast company, announced the renewal
of the cooperation agreement for a two-year
term with Palsat, a subsidiary of the Palestinian
TV & Radio Broadcasting Corporation in charge
of the  Palestinian TV cable channels. This step
comes within the framework of renewing trust
and partnership between the two sides, which
began two years ago. It is also reaffirms the
essential role played by Gulfsat as the third-
largest satellite operator and the leading spe-
cialized provider of broadcasting and re-broad-
casting services in the region. 

The agreement was signed by Public
Authority for Radio and Television General
Supervisor and Palsat ’s Acting Board
Chairman, Ahmed Assaf, and Gulfsat Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer Mohammed Al-
Haj. The ceremony was attended by top execu-
tives from both sides.

New confidence in Gulfsat
After signing the agreement, Ahmed Assaf

said: “We are delighted to announce this
renewed cooperation, which began two years
ago Palsat, owned by the General Authority for
Radio & TV, and Gulfsat.” Assaf pointed out that
the agreement and cooperation renewal
between the two sides serves as a confirma-
tion of the Palestinian National Authority insti-
tutions’ confidence in Gulfsat and the quality
of its services. This has enabled Palsat to annex
most of the Palestinian satellite channels, pro-
vide TV cable services to 11 Palestinian chan-
nels, in addition to a group of radio stations

via a uniform frequency for the Palestinian
bouquet (Palsat).  Assaf added that the
renewed agreement, designed to enhance
cooperation, represents a future outlook and
convenient opportunity to examine the latest
services offered by Gulfsat. This includes the
secured communications services that fea-
tured an unprecedented interest in the past
few years, and can be used between the
Palestinian Authority ’s institutions and
embassies of the Palestine State abroad. Mr.
Assaf praised the advanced infrastructure
owned by Gulfsat, and the wide broadcasting
package services and communications offered
across the region and worldwide, which will
open great prospects of cooperation between
the two sides in the future.

Strategic partnership
On his part, Gulfsat Chairman and CEO,

Mohammed Al-Haj said: “ The agreement
referred to, which came into effect two years
ago in favor of Palsat, aimed to provide a spe-
cialized bouquet in all Palestinian TV channels,
both of the government and the private sec-
tors.”  Al-Haj outlined some technical and func-
tional advantages related to this package pro-
vided by Gulfsat, including free jamming, as
well as media content transmission over fiber-
optics from Ramallah to the assembly plant
(Aggregation Point) of Gulfsat, based in
London, then to Rambouillet station in Paris in
order to rebroadcast to the Middle East and
North Africa, over an orbit course of 7 and 8
degrees neighboring to the Nilesat.

Al-Haj added that the agreement renewal is
of great importance, reaffirming the strategic

partnership that links Gulfsat to the
Palestinian National Authority and its affiliates
in both public and private sectors. It opens a
wider range of possibilities in providing other
parallel services added to the satellite broad-
cast and media, including secured communi-
cations services, while supporting the compa-
ny’s operational activities and enhancing
future revenues at the same time.

Keeping abreast of latest services
The signing of the agreement represented

an opportunity for Gulfsat to shed light on its
strategy, aimed at providing the latest tech-
nology and services, which enjoy a high level

of safety. In this context, Gulfsat Chairman
Mohammed Al-Haj pointed out that the
secured communications maintain great
importance and interest to the company. He
noted that Gulfsat had already launched serv-
ices in this field four years ago, aiming to pro-
vide the highest levels of protection both for
the provider and the viewer in facing deliber-
ate obfuscation, explaining that such services
have opened the door to several TV organiza-
tions to cooperate with Gulfsat and take
advantage of packages with safe capacities.

Al-Haj added that the company is keen to
keep up with the field’s latest communications
and satellite broadcasting services, in line with

qualitative developments promoted in this
area. This has recently been translated
through launching a Cloud Content Delivery
Service for TV broadcast (CloudBro) based on
providing TV broadcasting channel services
relying on Gulfsat’s advanced infrastructure,
and provided by the Cloud Content Delivery
Service.

With regard to the geographic trends that
the management focuses on, Al-Haj explained
that Gulfsat is currently concentrating on pro-
moting services in North Africa and African
countries in general, given the fact that these
markets offer  great opportunities of growth
with regard to TV broadcasting services. He
stressed the importance of the central role
played by the company, through its five
broadcast stations where the main station is
located in Umm Al-Haiman (Kuwait), and the
others in Cyprus, Slovenia and New York, in
addition to their centre stations in London, not
to mention cooperation with more than 37
countries around the world and being the
third largest satellite operator in the region.

In addition to Ahmed Assaf, the meeting
was attended on the Palestinian side, by
Ambassador Rami Tahboub, Palsat Vice-
Chairman Mazen Hamarsheh,  Palsat Board
Member Mahmoud Salama, Ahmed Al-Sabah,
Khaled Sukar and Ahmed Barahmeh.
Representing Gulfsat was the Chairman and
CEO  Mohammed Al-Haj, Commercial and
Sales Director Dr Reyad Doughlas, Alaa Al-
Banna, Rabih Salim,  Sabah Al-Sultan and
Antoine Bechara.

At the end of the ceremony, the two sides
exchanged commemorative plaques to mark
the occasion.

Group photo after signing the cooperation agreement. Cooperation agreement between Gulfsat and Palsat.

Trophy of appreciation from Gulfsat to Palsat.

KUWAIT: Qualitynet, Kuwait’s #1
ICT, Data Communications &
Internet Services Provider yester-
day announced its signing of an
agreement with QUADRON Cyber
Security Ltd, a European Consulting
House specialized in Cyber Security
and Data Protection. The agree-
ment brings together two well
established IT, Data & Cyber
Security and Services companies
that can offer top notch testing,
analysis and protection from the
growing threats the cyber world is
facing in the GCC region. 

Mohammad Al-Nusif,  CEO -
Qualitynet stated the Cyber
Security in the GCC region is a
growing concern, with many
Government bodies including the
Kuwait Government stepping up its
focus on Information & Systems
Security. “Qualitynet has placed
substantial investments in Data
Centre & Network Security over the
past decade. We are happy that
both the Government’s and our
strategy in physical and IT security
is lining up” said Mohammad. 

According to industry research
data, the Middle East is a key focus
of Cyber attackers. There are signifi-
cant investments allocated into IT
over the region, but with substan-
tial room for improvement in secu-
rity spending, awareness, behavior
and knowledge. QUADRON brings
its expertise in a highly regulated
environment and extensive inter-
national references combined with

the widest range of IT security serv-
ices to Qualitynet, who has the
leading position in the Kuwaiti mar-
ket with experienced staff and a
state-of-the-art network. “Together
with QUADRON, we aim to help
people and organizations, by pro-

viding flexible and scalable cyber
and data security solutions on indi-
vidual, local level or across borders
if needed” added Mohammed.

Peter Gulyas, CEO - CEE&ME,
stressed on QUADRON’s commit-
ment to invest into the long term

trustful partnership with
Qualitynet. “With the goal of grow-
ing together on a regional level, we
are focused on transferring our
technical knowledge, experience
and expertise to Kuwait and the
GCC region, in order to support
companies and markets to be more
secure and protected against exter-
nal and internal threats in cyber-
world” said Peter.  

During the first 6 months of the
cooperation, both companies have
committed to allocate significant
resources on the ground in Kuwait
in the form of well experienced and
qualified security experts, who will
help understand the detailed needs
of the customer base and offer the
best possible solution. Qualitynet
has successfully implemented
QUADRON security solutions across
its facilities, and together will offer
solutions for everything from
Information Security awareness,
Risk & Vulnerability Assessment,
Penetration Testing, Policy review/
preparation/ update and
Information Security Risk Analysis
among others.

QUADRON Cybersecurity Ltd is a
European Consulting House spe-
cialized in Cyber Security and Data
Protection. QUADRON’s capability
matrix and product/service cata-
logue allows its experts to step into
any phase of a business lifecycle
and security strategy supporting
the business owners and decision
makers.

Qualitynet joins hands with 

QUADRON Cyber Security
Deal to offer IT and data protection in Kuwait, GCC 

Hitting back at hackers: 

Debate swirls on how far to go

WASHINGTON: After a seemingly endless
barrage of cyberattacks, debate is heating
up on hitting back at hackers where it
hurts. Amid calls for ways to punish and
deter hackers without sparking a so-called
“cyber war,” a panel of experts assembled
by the George Washington University
Center for Cyber and Homeland Security
said in a report Monday that US policies
should be eased to allow “active defense”
measures by both the government and pri-
vate sector. However, it stopped short of
endorsing the idea of “hacking back” to dis-
able systems used by attackers. The panel
envisioned measures such as taking down
“botnets” that disrupt cyberspace, freeing
data from “ransomware” hackers and “res-
cue missions” to recover stolen data.

The report follows a wave of high-profile
attacks against US companies and govern-
ment databases, and after Washington
accused Russia of using cyberattacks to
attempt to disrupt next week’s presidential
election. It comes after President Barack
Obama called for a “proportional” response
to Russia, while leaving unanswered whether
this would mean a cyberattack or measures
such as diplomatic or economic sanctions.

‘Shooting behind the rabbit’ 
Former national intelligence director

and GWU task force co-chair Dennis Blair
said the US has been moving too slowly in
its response to cyberattacks. “We are shoot-
ing so far behind the rabbit that we will
only hit it if the rabbit makes another lap
and comes back to where it was,” he told a
conference presenting the report.

Some analysts argue that hackers and
states responsible for attacks should get a
taste of their own medicine, and that US

laws should be amended to allow for hack-
ing back at the cyber criminals. Some pro-
posals call for private security firms to be
“deputized” to carry out legally sanctioned
hack-back operations when private firms
are victimized. “Department stores hire pri-
vate investigators to catch shoplifters
rather than relying only on the police. So
too private companies should be able to
hire their own security services,” said a
Hoover Institution paper written by schol-
ars Jeremy Rabkin and Ariel Rabkin. “There
should be a list of approved hack-back ven-
dors from which victims are free to choose.”

Juan Zarate, a former White House
national security advisor who now works
with the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies, said such a model for action
could be based on the early days of the
republic when Congress issued “letters of
marque and reprisal” for private merchant
ships to bring in maritime pirates.

In an essay last year, Zarate called for a
“cyber-privateering regime that rewards,
enables, and empowers the private sector
to help defend itself in concert with govern-
ment.” Others warn of the dangers of
empowering private actors to engage in
reprisals. Nuala O’Connor, president of the
Center for Democracy and Technology and
co-chair of the GWU panel, argued of unin-
tended consequences of authorizing com-
panies to break into outside computer net-
works. “I believe these types of measures
should remain unlawful,” she wrote, adding
that it remains difficult to be sure of cyber-
attacks’ sources. “The risks of collateral dam-
age to innocent internet users, to data secu-
rity, and to national security that can result
from overly aggressive defensive efforts
needs to be better accounted for.” — AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: The tablet market shrank in
the recently-ended quarter, as shipments of
bargain-priced computers with detachable
screens hit a record high, according to market
analysis firm International Data Corporation.
Tablet makers shipped 43 million units in the
quarter, down 14.7 percent from the number
shipped in the same period a year earlier,
according to an IDC global quarterly report.
Meanwhile, shipments of “detachables,” com-
puters with screens that can dock into key-
boards to be used laptop style or undocked
and used tablet style, priced less than $200
surged, IDC analysts said.

Precise numbers for detachable computers

were not provided in the IDC release. “The race
to the bottom is something we have already
experienced with slates and it may prove detri-
mental to the market in the long run as detach-
ables could easi ly be seen as disposable
devices rather than potential PC replacements,”
said IDC analyst Jitesh Ubrani. 

Apple dominated the tablet market with a
share of 21.5 percent, some 9.3 million iPads,
strengthening its position despite shipping 6.2
percent fewer than in the same quarter last
year, IDC reported. Samsung held on to the
number two position, prompting IDC to con-
clude that there appeared to be no “bleed over”
from a massive Galaxy Note 7 recall that has

tarnished the South Korean giant’s image.
Samsung shipped 6.5 million tablets in a drop
of 19.3 percent from the same quarter a year
earlier, according to IDC. Meanwhile, online
retail titan Amazon shipped more than three
times as many of its Fire tablets-a total of 3.1
million in the quarter-with credit given to low
prices and deep discounts.

Lenovo tablet shipments were down 10.8
percent in the quarter to 2.7 million, while
fifth-place Huawei shipped 2.4 million tablets
in an increase of  28.4 percent from the third
quarter of last year as the Chinese companies
filled out the top five spots in the market, IDC
reported. — AFP

Tablet market shrinks as 

demand grows for hybrids

SINGAPORE: An exhibitor charges the battery cells of AnyWalker, an ultra-mobile
chassis robot which able to move in any kind of environment during Singapore
International Robo Expo yesterday. The inaugural Singapore International Robo
Expo which runs for 2 days from November 1 is poised to be the next regional mar-
ketplace to discover business opportunities, projects and funding availabilities for
adoption of robotics solution. — AFP 


