
CHICAGO: Jay Cutler threw for 252 yards and a touch-
down after missing five games with a thumb injury,
rookie Jordan Howard ran for a career-high 153 yards
and a TD, and the Chicago Bears stunned the Minnesota
Vikings 20-10 on Monday night.

The Bears (2-6) sacked Sam Bradford five times while
handing the NFC North-leading Vikings (5-2) their sec-
ond straight loss.

Cutler was on target in his return from a sprained
right thumb. Howard easily surpassed his previous high
of 118 yards. Alshon Jeffery got his first touchdown
reception of the season, and Chicago outgained
Minnesota 403 yards to 258.

Cutler had not played since he exited against
Philadelphia in the second game of the season. But with
his future up in the air after coach John Fox wavered in
his commitment to him as the starter, he made a tri-
umphant return.

Cutler completed 20 of 31 passes, including an 11-
yard touchdown to Jeffery early in the third that made it
20-3. Whether he quieted fans who thought the Bears
were better off with Brian Hoyer is another issue. But
that became a moot point when Hoyer broke his left
arm last week in a Thursday night loss at Green Bay.

Howard had a 69-yard run, the longest for Chicago in
seven years. Zach Miller added 88 yards receiving as the
Bears stopped a three-game losing streak.

Bradford, playing behind a porous line, had another
rough game after getting sacked six times the previous
week against Philadelphia. He was 23 of 37 for 228 yards.

Matt Asiata ran for 42 yards with Jerick McKinnon
sidelined by an ankle injury.

With a sparse and quiet crowd looking on, the Bears
led 13-3 at halftime. It was almost a bigger advantage,
but Chicago settled for field goals on its first two trips

inside the 20.
Howard, a fifth-round draft pick, broke off a 69-yard

run to the 13 on Chicago’s first possession. It was the
longest rushing play for the Bears since Kahlil Bell’s 72-
yarder against Philadelphia on Nov. 22, 2009. But instead
of a touchdown, the Bears got a field goal from Connor
Barth. They got another field goal early in the second
after Xavier Rhodes broke up a pass to Jeffery in the end
zone on third down at the 10.

Chicago finally broke through midway through the
second quarter when Howard scored on a 2-yard run to
make it 13-0.

The Vikings drove to the Bears’ 2 in the final minute of
the half. But Akiem Hicks hit Bradford for a 10-yard sack
on third down, leading to a 30-yard field goal by Blair
Walsh.

OFFICIAL INJURED
Head linesman Ed Walker was taken from the field on

a cart after he slipped on the Soldier Field grass in the
first quarter. Walker was injured running down the
Vikings’ sideline as the Bears punted. His legs bucked,
and he was tended to for several minutes by medical
personnel before being placed on the cart.

GO CUBS, GO
Vikings backup receiver and Chicago native Laquon

Treadwell made it clear who he’s rooting for in the World
Series. He was wearing cleats showing an image of the
Chicago Tribune with the headline “Cubs Win!” before
the game.

INJURIES
Vikings: G Alex Boone was being evaluated for a con-

cussion. ... CB Captain Munnerlyn hurt his foot. ... SS

Andrew Sendejo (ankle) sat out and Jayron Kearse start-
ed in his place.

Bears: The Bears held out RG Kyle Long (strained tri-
ceps) and LG Josh Sitton (ankle). Ted Larsen started at
right guard and Eric Kush at left guard.

UP NEXT
Vikings: Face division rival Detroit for the first time

this season when they host the Lions on Sunday. Bears:
Have a bye before visiting Tampa Bay on Nov. 13. — AP
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American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF  PA PCT 

New England 7 1 0 .875 217 132
Buffalo 4 4 0 .500 212 171
Miami 3 4 0 .429 145 159
NY Jets 3 5 0 .375 150 208

North
Pittsburgh 4 3 0 .571 170 149
Cincinnati 3 4 1 .438 167 189
Baltimore 3 4 0 .429 133 138
Cleveland 0 8 0 .000 158 238

South
Houston 5 3 0 .625 136 167
Tennessee 4 4 0 .500 182 183
Indianapolis 3 5 0 .375 208 230
Jacksonville 2 5 0 .286 139 196

West
Oakland 6 2 0 .750 215 203
Denver 6 2 0 .750 194 137
Kansas City 5 2 0 .714 165 137
San Diego 3 5 0 .375 226 212

National Football Conference
East

Dallas 6 1 0 .857 159 107
Philadelphia 4 3 0 .571 179 117
NY Giants 4 3 0 .571 132 141
Washington 4 3 1 .562 185 189

North
Minnesota 5 2 0 .714 137 103
Green Bay 4 3 0 .571 172 156
Detroit 4 4 0 .500 183 189
Chicago 2 6 0 .250 131 178

South
Atlanta 5 3 0 .625 262 231
Tampa Bay 3 4 0 .429 152 189
New Orleans 3 4 0 .429 201 215
Carolina 2 5 0 .286 191 196

West
Seattle 4 2 1 .643 131 109
Arizona 3 4 1 .438 179 140
LA Rams 3 4 0 .429 120 154
San Francisco 1 6 0 .143 144 219.

NFL results/standings
Chicago 20, Minnesota 10; Washington 27, Cincinnati 27 (OT) Kansas City 30, Indianapolis 14; Oakland 30, Tampa Bay 24 (OT); New Orleans 25,

Seattle 20; Houston 20, Detroit 13; New York Jets 31, Cleveland 28; New England 41, Buffalo 25; Carolina 30, Arizona 20; Denver 27, San Diego
19; Atlanta 33, Green Bay 32; Dallas 29, Philadelphia 23 (OT); Tennessee 36, Jacksonville 22.

CHICAGO: Chicago Bears running back Jordan Howard (24) runs from Minnesota Vikings strong safety Anthony Harris, from left, Danielle Hunter (99) and Eric Kendricks (54) during the first half of an NFL football game in
Chicago, Monday. — AP

Cutler, Howard lead Bears to win over Vikings

RIO DE JANEIRO: File photo taken on July 14, 2014 shows Germany’s forward
Miroslav Klose (C) celebrating with his sons after winning the 2014 FIFA World Cup
final football match between Germany and Argentina at the Maracana Stadium in
Rio de Janeiro. Germany’s Miroslav Klose, the top scorer at World Cup finals with 16
goals, yesterday announced the end of his playing career and is set to help coach
die Mannschaft. — AFP 

BERLIN: Germany’s prolific Miroslav Klose, the
all-time World Cup top-scorer, announced his
retirement yesterday at the age of 38.

The striker, Germany’s record scorer with
71 goals in 137 internationals, was without a
club after his Lazio contract expired last sea-
son and he will now join the national side’s
coaching staff. Klose hit a record 16th goal in
World Cup finals during the 7-1 semi-final
thrashing of hosts Brazil two years ago, which
saw him overtake former Brazil star Ronaldo.

Germany went on to win the title in Klose’s
last game for his country, but he continued in
the Italian league with Lazio.

Klose will join Germany’s coaching staff
after an invitation from head coach Joachim
Loew and will be on the bench alongside
Loew for the 2018 World Cup qualifier away to
San Marino on November 11 and the friendly
four days later against Italy in Milan.

He will complete an individual training
programme with the goal of embarking on a
coaching career, the German Football
Association (DFB) says.  “I celebrated my
biggest successes in the national team, the

time was wonderful and remains unforget-
table so I am happy to be able to return to the
DFB,” said Poland-born Klose.

“The idea has been growing in the last few
months to stay on the pitch, but with a new
perspective, mainly as a coach.

“To be able to read a game, to prepare
myself meticulously, to develop strategies and
tactics-that had already really interested me
as a player.  “I am very grateful to Jogi Loew
and (DFB director) Hansi Flick for this oppor-
tunity and chance to sharpen my practical
skills.”

‘ROLE MODEL’ 
Loew, 56, who extended his contract as

head coach until 2020 on Monday, said he
was delighted to welcome the “dependable”
Klose into his backroom staff.  “He is a role
model, as a human being and an athlete, who
gives his all for the team and its success,” said
Loew, German head coach since 2006.  “We
want to support him in the DFB on his path
for becoming a coach. “I am certain we (the
backroom staff ), as well as the players, will

benefit greatly from his presence and partici-
pation.” Loew’s former assistant Flick, now the
DFB’s director of sport, said keeping Klose’s
experience was vital.

“For football as a whole it is an absolute
win if someone like Miroslav Klose decides to
work as a coach and to continue to work for
the DFB,” said Flick.

Klose made his Bundesliga debut in 2000
with Kaiserslautern and went on to play for
Werder Bremen, Bayern Munich and Lazio.  He
scored 121 goals in 307 matches in Germany’s
top flight and managed 68 goals in 173 Serie
A games during five years with Lazio, who he
joined in 2011.  His final appearance for
Germany was in the 2014 World Cup final win
over Argentina after extra time at Rio de
Janeiro’s iconic Maracana stadium.  Just
before the tournament, he became Germany’s
all-time top-scorer in a 6-1 warm-up friendly
win over Armenia.

He netted his 69th goal to break Gerd
Mueller’s record of 68 goals, though Mueller’s
phenomenal feat was in only 62 appearances,
for West Germany —  AFP

World Cup top-scorer Klose retires at 38


