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DHAKA: England coach Trevor Bayliss knows
there is no quick fix to his side’s batting prob-
lems against spin but hopes that their recent
exposure to conditions in Bangladesh will
help them in a five-test series against India,
starting next week.

After a narrow win in the opening test
against Bangladesh in Chittagong, England
suffered an astonishing collapse on the third

day of the second match at Dhaka, losing 10
wickets in a single session in their second
innings to be all out for 164. Next up for
Alastair Cook’s men is a testing series in India,
starting on Nov. 9, on spin-friendly pitches
similar to those England struggled with
against Bangladesh. “I think, from a batting
point of view, there’s been some good signs
during this series,” Bayliss told Sky Sports. “We

don’t come across those types of wickets very
often at all, or at all.

“The only thing you can do is experience it
more often.  There’s no quick fix but, as we
saw, there were batters in the two tests that
were able to bat for a period of time and
score runs.

“If they can do it once they’ve got it in them
but it’s just about doing it more often and

more consistently and learning from those
innings.” In four innings in Bangladesh, Joe
Root’s average of 24.50 was the highest of
England’s top five in the order, with Cook, Ben
Duckett and Moeen Ali all averaging in the low
20s. Gary Ballance could muster only 24 runs in
total, recording single-digit scores, and the 26-
year-old’s position at four in the order would
come up for discussion, according to Bayliss.

“I’m sure that will be one of the things we dis-
cuss,” said the 53-year-old.

“It was one of the things we discussed
before the series started, the different options
we have available to us going forward, so that
we weren’t surprised by anything. “There will
be a number of players that we will be dis-
cussing and what we might think is our best
and strongest team.”  — Reutres

No quick fix to England’s batting woes, says coach Bayliss

SHARJAH: Kraigg Brathwaite became the fifth
West Indian batsman to carry his bat with an
unbeaten hundred before Jason Holder took 3-
10 to leave Pakistan under pressure in the third
Test in Sharjah yesterday. 

Brathwaite held West Indies’s first innings
of 337 with a resolute 142 not out before
Holder jolted Pakistan with three wickets in 17
balls to give his team a strong position at the
end of the third day. At close Pakistan were
struggling at 87-4 with opener Azhar Ali 45
not out and Sarfraz Ahmed 19 not out, leading
only by 31 runs with six wickets intact and two
days to play. 

Pakistan needed a big effort after conced-
ing a 56-run lead but from 37-0 they lost four
wickets in the space of 11 runs with Holder fir-
ing on all cylinders and their batsmen playing
rash shots. Holder forced Sami Aslam (17) to
hook straight into the hands of deep fine-leg,
then in his next over had Asad Shafiq caught in
slip fending a short ball for nought, his second
in the match.

An over later  Holder had Younis Khan
caught behind for zero and from the other end
Misbah-ul-Haq holed out off spinner Roston

Chase for four.  West Indian paceman Shannon
Gabriel had Ahmed caught in the slip for nine
only to see the umpire calling a no-ball, allow-
ing the stand to reach 39 by close. 

If West Indies pull off a win it will be their
first in 13 Tests since beating England at home
in May last year while Pakistan will spoil a good
chance of a 3-0 whitewash after winning the
first two Tests in Dubai (56 runs) and Abu
Dhabi (133 runs).

The highlight of the morning session was
Brathwaite’s knock. He held the innings with 11
boundaries and for the first time in the series
lifted West Indies into a rare lead.

Brathwaite added an invaluable 60 runs for
the eighth wicket with Devendra Bishoo who
made a solid 27 to leave Pakistan spin-cum
pace attack frustrated.  In the end it was left
to the lively pace of Wahab Riaz to take the
final three wickets for his second five-wicket
haul in Tests, finishing with 5-88 in 26.4 overs
of hard work.

Riaz, whose first five-wicket haul came in his
debut Test against England at The Oval in 2010,
had Bishoo caught behind before dismissing
Alzarr i  Joseph (s ix)  and Shannon Gabriel

(nought) to warp up the innings.  Pace partner
Mohammad Amir took 3-71 while the spinners
Yasir Shah and Zulfiqar Babar took a wicket
apiece.

It was Brathwaite who defied the bowling,
emulating i l lustr ious West Indians Frank
Worrel l ,  Conrad Hunte,  Desmond Haynes
(thrice) and Chris Gayle in remaining not out
throughout a Test innings.

Brathwaite had a lucky escape when wicket-
keeper Ahmed failed to hold a sharp, rising
edge off spinner Mohammad Nawaz when he
was on 121.  In the same over, Bishoo was giv-
en out off a sweep shot but he successfully
reviewed English umpire Michael Gough’s deci-
sion as the ball had hit fielder Ali’s helmet
before he took the catch.

Resuming at 244-6, the West Indies were
looking for a good lead.  Brathwaite hit Amir
for his 11th boundary off the day’s first ball,
and then on-drove him towards mid-wicket for
two to reach his hundred off 211 balls.

Pakistan took the second new ball with the
total on 251 and Amir struck instantly, clean-
bowling Holder with a sharp incoming delivery
for 16. — AFP

Brathwaite, Holder lift Windies in third Test

SHARJAH: Pakistani batsman
Sarfraz Ahmed (C) plays a shot

as West Indies’ wicketkeeper
Shane Dowrich (R) and team-

mate Darren Bravo look on
during the third day of the

third and final Test between
Pakistan and West Indies at

the Sharjah Cricket Stadium in
Sharjah yesterday. —  AFP

SHARJAH, United Arab Emirates: Scoreboard at
close on the third day of the third and final Test
between Pakistan and England at Sharjah stadi-
um yesterday:
Pakistan first innings 281 (Sami Aslam 74,
Misbah-ul-Haq 53, Younis Khan 51, Sarfraz Ahmed
51; D. Bishoo 4-77)
West Indies first innings (overnight 244-6)
K. Brathwaite not out 142
L. Johnson lbw b Riaz 1
D. Bravo c Amir b Babar 11
M. Samuels lbw b Shah 0
J. Blackwood c Shafiq b Amir 23
R. Chase c Younis b Amir 50
S. Dowrich b Riaz 47
J. Holder b Amir 16
D. Bishoo c Ahmed b Riaz 27
A. Joseph c Shah b Riaz 6
S. Gabriel c Ahmed b Riaz 0
Extras: (lb6, nb8) 14
Total: (all out; 115.4 overs) 337 
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Johnson), 2-32 (Bravo), 3-38
(Samuels), 4-68 

(Blackwood), 5-151 (Chase), 6-234 (Dowrich), 7-
263 (Holder), 8-323 (Bishoo), 
9-333 (Joseph)
Bowling: Amir 25-5-71-3 (5nb), Riaz 26.4-1-88-5
(3nb), Shah 26-2-80-1, 
Babar 21-3-56-1, Nawaz 11-2-20-0, Ali 6-0-16-0
Pakistan 2nd innings
Sami Aslam c Joseph b Holder 17
Azhar Ali not out 45
Asad Shafiq c Bravo b Holder 0
Younis Khan c Dowrich b Holder 0
Misbah-ul-Haq c Bishoo b Chase 4
Sarfraz Ahmed not out 19  
Extras: (nb2) 2
Total: (for four wkts; 39 overs) 87  
To bat: Mohammad Nawaz, Yasir Shah, Wahab
Riaz, Mohammad Amir, Zulfiqar Babar 
Fall of wickets: 1-37 (Aslam), 2-41 (Shafiq), 3-41
(Younis), 4-48 (Misbah)
Bowling: Gabriel 8-1-14-0 (2nb), Joseph 6-1-16-0,
Holder 9-4-10-3, Brathwaite 1-0-5-0, Chase 13-1-
39-1, Bishoo 2-0-3-0.

SCOREBOARD

PARIS: Tomas Berdych avoided another early
exit by beating Joao Sousa 6-3, 3-6, 7-5 yester-
day to reach the third round of the Paris
Masters. At 4-4 in the deciding set, Berdych
trailed 15-40 and saved two break points.

Although Berdych won the Shenzhen
Open in China last month, the Czech player’s
form dropped sharply with first-round exits at
the Japan Open and the Erste Bank Open in
Vienna. In between, there was a second-round
loss at the Shanghai Masters.

Losing so many ranking points forced
Berdych out of the top 10 for the first time
since reaching the 2010 Wimbledon final. It
also leaves him needing to reach the semifi-
nals in Paris to have a chance of qualifying for
the season-ending ATP finals in London - a dif-
ficult task considering he could face Andy
Murray in the quarterfinals.

Berdych, the 2005 champion, had 14 aces
against Sousa. He will next face either 10th-
seeded Roberto Bautista Agut or Gilles Simon.

Seven players vying for the two remaining
spots in London.

Dominic Thiem and Marin Cilic, who won
the Swiss Indoors on Sunday, held the last two
places before this week. David Goffin, Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga, Lucas Pouille and Bautista
Agut are the other contenders playing in Paris.

John Isner had 14 aces as he reached the
second round by beating Mischa Zverev 7-6
(8), 6-4. Isner saved the only break point he
faced in the first set and broke Zverev’s serve
early in the second.

Isner will next play 15th-seeded David
Ferrer, who has beaten the big-serving
American seven times in eight meetings.
Isner’s only win, however, was in the quarterfi-
nals in Paris five years ago.

Also in the first round, French veteran
Nicolas Mahut beat Martin Klizan 4-6, 6-4, 6-3,
while Viktor Troicki saved two match points
before defeating Adrian Mannarino 6-4, 3-6, 7-
6 (5). — AP

HARARE: Dimuth Karunaratne’s fourth Test cen-
tury helped Sri Lanka build a formidable lead
before rain thwarted their victory push over
Zimbabwe in the first Test on the fourth day at
Harare Sports Club yesterday.

Karunaratne backed up his half-century in the
first innings with 110 in the second, which
allowed Sri Lanka to progress to 247 for six when
the rain arrived just 3.5 overs into the final ses-
sion. With a lead of 411, the tourists would have
hoped to declare and have a bowl at the
Zimbabwean top order, but while the rain lasted
less than an hour the light failed to improve and
so no further play was possible.  The game will
restart half an hour earlier on the final morning,
at 09:30am local time. “We have a whole day
tomorrow and we’ll give a good fight,” said
Karunaratne.

The Zimbabweans were able to restrict the Sri
Lankan scoring early on the fourth morning as
the tourists resumed on five without loss, with
fast bowler Carl Mumba bowling Kaushal Silva in
the seventh over of the day.  But Karunaratne
gradually opened up, and added 55 brisk runs for
the second wicket with Kusal Perera.

“It wasn’t easy to start with against the new
ball this morning, but once you get in you can
play your natural game on this wicket, which is
what I did,” said Karunaratne.

“After the Australia series I played a couple of
A games against West Indies and scored a couple
of big scores, so I felt in good form before this
Test and had faith in my ability.”

Although Perera fell for 17 when he edged a
delivery from Malcolm Waller to slip, and Mumba
dismissed Kusal Mendis and Upul Tharanga
either side of the lunch break, Karunaratne was
able to maintain a steady scoring rate with
Dhananjaya de Silva, who made 64 in 82 deliver-
ies.  Karunaratne was eventually caught and
bowled by Chris Mpofu in the lead-up to tea,
while De Silva became Mumba’s fourth victim
shortly after the break, giving the debutant fig-
ures of 4 for 50. — AFP

Karunaratne ton edges 

Sri Lanka out of sight

HARARE: Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth
day of the first Test between Zimbabwe and Sri
Lanka yesterday:
Sri Lanka first innings 537 all out (K. Perera 110,
U. Tharanga 110, K. 
Silva 94, G. Cremer 4-142)
Zimbabwe first innings 373 all out (G. Cremer
102 not out, P. Moor 79, S. 
Lakmal 3-69, R. Herath 3-97)
Sri Lanka second innings
D. Karunaratne c & b Mpofu 110
K. Silva b Mumba 7
K. Perera c Masakadza b Waller 17
K. Mendis c Cremer b Mumba 19

U. Tharanga c Moor b Mumba 1
D. de Silva c Waller b Mumba 64
A. Gunaratne not out 16
D. Perera not out 1
Extras (6b, 5lb, 1nb) 12
Total (6 wkts, 61.5 overs) 247
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Silva), 2-72 (Perera), 3-111
(Mendis), 4-117 
(Tharanga), 5-211 (Karunaratne), 6-241 (de Silva).
Still to bat: R. Herath, S. Lakmal, L. Kumara.
Bowling: Mpofu 16-2-42-1, Cremer 14-0-67-0,
Mumba 111.5-2-50-4, Tiripano 
8-0-33-0, Waller 5-0-17-1, Williams 1-0-5-0,
Masakadza 6-1-22-0.
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HARARE: Zimbabwe’s captain Graeme Cremer fields off his own bowling during the fourth day
of the test cricket match between Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe at the Harare Sports Club in Harare,
yesterday. This is Zimbabwe’s 100th test match since their international debut in 1992. — AFP

PARIS: Czech Republic’s Tomas Berdych returns the ball to Portugal’s Joao Sousa during
their second round tennis match at the ATP World Tour Masters 1000 indoor tournament
in Paris yesteray. — AFP 

Berdych beats Sousa to 

reach Paris third round


