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MIAMI: Ray Allen won championships in
Boston and Miami, made one of the most
memorable shots in NBA Finals history and
has more 3-pointers than anyone who ever
played in the league.

More than two years after his last game,
he’s decided that was enough. Allen
announced his retirement yesterday in a
post on The Players’ Tribune website. Allen
spent 18 seasons in the league with
Milwaukee, Seattle, the Celtics and the
Heat, averaging 18.9 points in 1,300 career
regular-season games and appearing in 10
All-Star Games. “I write this to you today as
a 41-year-old man who is retiring from the
game,” Allen said in his  post, which was in
the form of a letter to his younger self. “I
write to you as a man who is completely at
peace with himself.”

Allen entertained thoughts about a
comeback over the last two years and had
plenty of opportunities from title-contend-
ing teams. But nothing ever lured him
back, although the door always remained
a tiny bit open - until now.

“Basketball will take you far away from

that school yard,” Allen wrote. “You will
become far more than just a basketball
player. You’ll get to act in movies. You’ll
travel the world. You will become a hus-
band, and the father of five amazing chil-
dren.” Allen starred in the 1998 Spike Lee
film “He Got Game,” portraying Jesus
Shuttlesworth, a top-ranked basketball
prospect, whose father (played by Denzel
Washington) is in prison for killing his wife.
On the court, teammates and coaches
raved about Allen’s famed work ethic and
commitment to fitness - which now takes a
different form, after he and his wife,
Shannon, recently opened an organic fast-
casual restaurant in Miami. Allen was
almost always on the floor for a workout
three hours before games, shooting on
some occasions before the arena lights
were even turned on.

Allen had the record for 3-pointers in a
season for seven years, his mark of 269
standing until Stephen Curry of Golden
State made 272 in 2012-13 - a record Curry
has topped twice. In all, Allen made 2,973
3-pointers in regular-season games, which

doesn’t even count the one that was his
most unforgettable.

His 3-pointer from the right corner with
5.2 seconds left in Game 6 of the 2013 NBA
Finals for Miami sent the Heat to overtime
against the Spurs in a win-or-else game,
and helped them go on to win the title in
seven games. Chris Bosh got an offensive
rebound and passed to Allen, who was
backtracking toward the corner.

Allen, without even needing to look
down to ensure that he was behind the
line, elevated over Tony Parker and con-
nected to tie the game - even as arena
workers kneeled around the court, holding
the rope that they presumed they would
soon be called upon to cordon things off
for the Spurs’ championship celebration.
On his way back to the bench to prepare
for overtime, Allen gestured to those work-
ers, shouting to put the rope away.

“It’s going to be a shot that I’m going to
remember for a long time,” Allen said that
night.  “There’s a lot of shots that I’ve made
in my career, but this will go high up in the
ranks.” — AP

Ray Allen, top 3-point shooter in NBA history, retires

MIAMI: In a  Friday, May 30, 2014 file photo, Miami Heat guard Ray Allen gestures
after scoring a three-point basket during the first half Game 6 in the NBA basket-
ball playoffs Eastern Conference finals against the Indiana Pacers, in Miami. Allen
announced his retirement from the NBA yesterday, ending a career that saw him
make more 3-pointers than any player in league history and win championships
with Boston and Miami. — AP

PARIS: Bath flyhalf George Ford can wave
his England career goodbye if he makes the
switch to French rugby to link up with his
father Mike at Toulon, national coach Eddie
Jones has said.

According to French media reports,
Toulon owner Mourad Boudjellal has
expressed an interest in bringing the 23-
year-old to the top 14 side, where Mike is
head coach. With English rugby’s govern-
ing body (RFU) prohibiting players from
outside the domestic set-up to be selected
for the national side, Jones said the choice
for Ford was clear.

“It’s an easy choice - you either sign for
an English club or you sign for a French
club. If you sign for a French club, you don’t
play for England,” Jones told British media.

“Obviously we don’t want to lose
George, but ultimately he’s got to make a
decision about whether he wants to play
for England. He’s responsible for his own
decision. “We want him to play for England.
He knows that we want him to play for
England, but he’s got to want to play for
England. “Let’s get one thing straight here,

we want to be the number one team in the
world. To be the number one team in the
world we need players who absolutely
desire to play for England.”

Since Jones took over the England
reigns from Stuart Lancaster after a dismal
World Cup campaign last year, Ford has
started in eight of the nine matches under
the Australian.

Jones backed the RFU’s policy of exclud-
ing players based at foreign clubs.

“It protects English rugby for the long
term. You’ve only got to look at what’s hap-
pened in France, where foreign players
have been allowed to escalate to over 50-
60 percent, and you have massive prob-
lems for the national game,” Jones said.

“You take some short-term pain for the
long-term gain. This is not an Englishman
talking. For the long-term future of the
game we need to look after the
Premiership.” England’s autumn series
begins against South Africa at Twickenham
on Nov. 12. England also play Fiji on Nov.
19, Argentina on Nov. 26 and Australia on
Dec. 3. —  Reuters

CLEVELAND: Memories of the Cleveland
Cavaliers’ NBA championship celebration
parade last June inspire the Cleveland
Indians as they try to complete their first
Major League Baseball title run since 1948.
The Indians lead the Chicago Cubs 3-2 in
the best-of-seven World Series with game
six Tuesday in Cleveland, where a seventh
game if needed would be played today.

No major Cleveland sports team had
won a crown since the 1964 NFL Browns
until LeBron James led the Cavaliers over
Golden State in the NBA Finals.  People
jammed city streets to glimpse the victory
parade.

Now the city could have another one
just over four months later.  “I watched a lit-
tle bit of the parade,” Indians pitcher Josh
Tomlin recalled. “It was tough to get here.
The city was in full support of what they
accomplished. What they accomplished
was huge and it was cool to watch.  “The
support the city has given us all year long
has been huge. So it would be an honor for
us to be able to have another parade and
to see that support that the Cavs got as
well. But our main focus right now is to try
to win this thing so we can have a parade.”

While the Cubs famously own America’s
longest sports title drought, having not
won the trophy since 1908, and had not
reached the World Series since 1945, the
Indians have baseball’s second-longest
futility streak and had not reached a World
Series since 1997.

“A lot of guys have been here a long
time and never got to experience anything
like this,” Tomlin said. “It’s something that
we’re humbled to be able to do.

“We understand it’s not just about get-
ting here. It’s about trying to win as well.
There’s nobody in that clubhouse that’s
complacent. It’s not like we have a 3-2 lead,
it’s just going to happen. That’s not the
mindset we take at all.”

They know better. After all, the Cavaliers
were down 3-1 before rallying to win the

last three games of the NBA Finals, an
unprecedented feat. In the World Series, six
teams of 46 that had the chance have won
the crown by taking the last three games.

“We’re here for a reason, and we under-
stand that,” Tomlin said. “We’re good. We
don’t have to do anything more than what
we’ve been doing and it should be good
enough.”

TICKET PRICES BELOW CHICAGO 
Fan support has not translated into

huge resale ticket prices like those in
Chicago, where $20,000 ticket purchases
were made.  For game six, the cheapest
seats were going for $700 with standing
room nearly as much, the bulk of seats
were going for between $3,000 and $4,000
and some hopefuls were pricing tickets
near $10,000 — all about half what the cost
had been in Chicago.

That doesn’t mean people are not into
the Indians. Fans filled their home stadium
to watch telecasts of Indians games in
Chicago.  And a huge celebration last
Tuesday greeted both Cleveland teams as
the Tribe played the first World Series open-
er ever seen in the city at the same time the
Cavaliers raised a championship banner
before their home opener, a party remind-
ing people of the June parade that Indians
manager Terry Francona watched from the
upper deck of the stadium.

“It was wonderful for the city. It was
hard not to get caught up in it,” he said.
“From that vantage point, I think they were
expecting 700,000 and I think they about
doubled it. And from up in the upper deck
you could see the people coming across
the bridge in droves.”

“Also you saw how the Cavs reacted.
There was sheer joy, but the way the Cavs
handled it-they were so outgoing with the
fans-it was really cool. “It’s hard for me to
understand how people get so caught up
in baseball sometimes, except that when
it’s another sport, I get that way.”  — AFP

LOS ANGELES: The Chicago Bulls ran roughshod
over the Brooklyn Nets on Monday, producing
an explosive offensive effort in a 118-88 victory
that has them off to a 3-0 start in the NBA.

It’s Chicago’s first 3-0 start since the 1996-97
season, and it comes despite fears that off-sea-
son changes including the departure of Derrick
Rose and arrival of Dwyane Wade might see the
Bulls take some time to click.

The Bulls connected on 50.6 percent of their
shots from the field, including 40.7 from three-
point range. Seven Bulls players scored in dou-
ble figures, led by Jimmy Butler’s 22 points.

“Our intensity out of the gate has been really
good,” said coach Fred Hoiberg, whose Bulls
scored 38 points in the opening quarter and
never trailed after the opening three minutes.

They led by double digits most of the night.
Wade scored 12 points in his first road game
with the Bulls. That included a slick crossover
move on the Nets’ Bojan Bogdanovic in the
fourth quarter that drew some appreciative
gasps from the crowd.

“I always get great support when I come
here,” Wade said. “The fans are amazing. It feels
like home. I don’t know if they cheer like that for
me at home when I got the ball. So it was great
to be out there.”

Nikola Mirotic collected 16 points and 10
rebounds, Isaiah Cannan added 15 as the
reserve duo combined to hit seven of Chicago’s
11 three-pointers. Taj Gibson added 14 and 11
rebounds, Doug McDermott contributed 12
while Rajon Rondo had 10.

Bogdanovic led the Nets with 15 points while
Jeremy Lin added 14 and Brook Lopez had 13 in
22 minutes after resting Saturday.

“I just think we didn’t have that normal pop
or that explosiveness or the normal hunger that
we normally have on the defensive end, actually
just in general,” Lin said.

CLIPPERS, HAWKS UNBEATEN 
The Los Angeles Clippers and Atlanta Hawks

also improved to 3-0 with wins on Monday. Chris
Paul scored 18 of his 24 points in the second half
as the Clippers routed the winless Phoenix Suns

116-98 in Los Angeles.
Paul also had eight assists and five rebounds.

Blake Griffin added 21 points, 11 rebounds and
five assists for the Clippers.

Clippers center DeAndre Jordan didn’t seem
to show any ill effects from a sprained right
thumb suffered in Sunday’s win over the Utah
Jazz, finishing with 19 point and 11 boards.

“The thumb? It would be hurting if we lost,
but we won so it feels a lot better,” he said. Jamal
Crawford added 14 points and J.J. Redick scored
13. The Suns were without guard Devin Booker,
who sat out with a sore right big toe. Booker
apparently aggravated the injury in Sunday’s
106-100 loss to Golden State.

Brandon Knight started in Booker’s place and
led the Suns with 18 points. The Clippers broke
the game open in the third quarter. Two free
throws by Knight allowed the Suns to close with-
in 56-55 with 7:12 left in the period.

But the Clippers put together a 22-9 scoring
run for a 78-63 lead and the Suns couldn’t
respond. “We started off slow again,” Clippers
coach Doc Rivers said. “I thought we missed
open shot after open shot.

“I think they stayed engaged defensively and
they just kept trusting and eventually (shots)
started to fall. Once the basket opened up, the
way we were defending we were in great shape.”

The Hawks improved to 3-0 with a 106-95 vic-
tory over the Sacramento Kings in Atlanta.

Paul Millsap and Dwight Howard both posted
double-doubles for the Hawks, who led by dou-
ble digits but needed a fourth-quarter surge to
win after letting the Kings back into it.

Millsap finished with 13 points and 14
rebounds and Howard had 18 points and 11
rebounds. Four other Atlanta players scored in
double figures for the win in a bruising contest
in which the teams combined for 54 fouls. —AFP

Bath’s Ford risks 
England career 

Indians hope to emulate 
Cavaliers title bash

CHICAGO: Cleveland Indians’ Mike Napoli, center, and Coco Crisp, left rear, partici-
pate in an optional team workout at Progressive Field, Monday in preparation for
baseball’s upcoming World Series Game 6 against the Chicago Cubs tonight in
Cleveland. — AP

Bulls trample Nets 
to remain unbeaten

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB  
Boston 2 1 .667 -      
Toronto 2 1 .667 -      
NY Knicks 1 1 .500 0.5  
Brooklyn 1 3 .250 1.5  
Philadelphia 0 2 0 1.5  

Central Division
Chicago 3 0 1.000 -      
Cleveland 3 0 1.000 -      
Detroit 2 1 .667 1      
Milwaukee 1 2 .333 2      
Indiana 1 2 .333 2      

Southeast Division
Atlanta 3 0 1.000 -      
Charlotte 2 1 .667 1      
Miami 1 2 .333 2      
Washington 0 2 0 2.5  
Orlando 0 3 0 3      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 3 0 1.000 -      
Portland 2 1 .667 1      
Utah 1 2 .333 2      
Denver 1 2 .333 2      
Minnesota 0 2 0 2.5  

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 3 0 1.000 -      
Golden State 2 1 .667 1      
Sacramento 2 2 .500 1.5  
LA Lakers 1 2 .333 2      
Phoenix 0 4 0 3.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 4 0 1.000 -      
Memphis 2 1 .667 1.5  
Houston 2 1 .667 1.5  
Dallas 0 3 0 3.5  
New Orleans 0 3 0 3.5  

NBA results/standings
Toronto 105, Denver 102; Chicago 118, Brooklyn 88; Atlanta 106, Sacramento 95; LA Clippers 116,
Phoenix 98.

NEW YORK: Jimmy Butler #21 of the Chicago Bulls drives around a pick against the Brooklyn Nets during the second half at Barclays Center on
Monday in New York City. — AFP


