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development and most importantly for the future,
Zain Digital Frontier Innovation.”  ZDFI is the brainchild
of the Zain board of directors’ subcommittee charged
with Zain’s evolution. Led by Zain Vice Chairman Bader
Al-Kharafi, Zain has established an executive-level sub-
committee tasked with implementing a group-wide
focus on innovation, shareholder value and the future as
part of ZDFI. ZDFI will lead the charge in transitioning
the telecom provider’s transition to a digital, data-centric
future through a multi-tiered platform. First, Zain will
focus on capturing relevant technologies through an
‘innovation funnel’ that identifies current and future
trends in the market - both regionally and globally - and
develops opportunities through acquisitions, develop-
ment or partnerships. 

A second effort will focus on the development of digi-
tal verticals across a broad spectrum of segments includ-
ing video streaming, VoIP, e-commerce, financial and
tech services and healthcare. Zain has inked partner-
ships with FOO, a mobility solutions developer and con-
sultancy firm as well as global games provider Zeptolab
(Cut the Rope game) and booking.com

A third pillar of the ZDFI strategy will be corporate
ventures. Zain will take developing an entrepreneurial
platform to a whole new level with a corporate venture
strategy that gives Zain access to a broader portfolio of
investments and helps it identify potential opportunities
relevant to the region. Already, Zain has invested in
three venture capital firms including MEVP, EarlyBird and
Wamda.

Shareholder value
“The Internet is about building scale,” explains Juha

Korhonen, Innovation and Digital Services Director at
Zain. The business logic is changing, with cooperation in
digital services and more cooperative business models.

Cooperation and collaboration are key to Zain’s

strategic plans. The multinational is not only identifying
potential existing opportunities, but is also spearhead-
ing an entrepreneurs’ network that will establish an
entire digital ecosystem for the region. 

Another initiative by Kharafi is the Zain Innovation
Campus, known as ZINC. The first campus, established in
Jordan two years ago, is already enjoying successes, and
Zain will now open a similar one in Kuwait. The entrepre-
neur network will bring together all the components
needed to swiftly bring profitable and exciting new digi-
tal ideas to market, including venture capitalists, a start-
up incubator, the infrastructure and an already estab-
lished customer base, focus groups and the talent and
experience of a multinational corporation. 

At Zain’s recent two-day Digital Innovation Forum,
leadership from across the group converged in Kuwait to
share strategies, experiences and best practices and
identify important developments in e-commerce, OTT,
digital content and e-health. 

A sort of digital town hall, the forum, like the Zain
Digital Innovation Frontier program itself, is part of a
larger reorientation taking place at Zain. Rather than
relinquishing the pitch to younger, faster but relatively
inexperienced players in the new digital era, Zain is
leveraging its decades of experience, established cus-
tomer base, entrepreneurial network and a cutting edge
innovation strategy to reinvent itself. 

The strategy that will position the company not only
to continue earning profits but build value for share-
holders, shape the future digital landscape of the region
and respond effectively to global disruptive technolo-
gies. “Innovation and flexibility are the lifeblood of mod-
ern technology companies with digital disruption offer-
ing huge growth opportunities that will benefit many of
our stakeholders including customers,” explained
Gurkan. “Continuous transformation is a must in modern
businesses and Zain is well on its way to transforming
itself to become a digital lifestyle provider.”

Bader Al-Kharafi spearheads innovation...
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Fighters from the US-trained Counter-Terrorism Service
(CTS) had pushed into the area amid heavy fighting on the
eastern front over the past two days. “Now is the beginning
of the true liberation of the city of Mosul,” Staff General
Taleb Sheghati Al-Kenani, the commander of the CTS, told
Iraqiya from Gogjali.

Soldiers from Iraq’s 16th Division also retook a series of
villages north of Mosul, according to the Joint Operations
Command, while pro-government paramilitaries said they
captured villages southwest of the city. Backed by air and
ground support from a US-led coalition, tens of thousands
of Iraqi fighters have been converging on Mosul. Since the
offensive was launched on Oct 17, federal forces and
Kurdish peshmerga fighters have retaken a series of vil-
lages as they advance on the city from the north, east and
south. As his forces advanced, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider
Al-Abadi warned the jihadists they would have no place to
run. “We will close in on (IS) from every place,” he said on
state television on Monday, dressed in a camouflage uni-
form. “They don’t have an exit, they don’t have an escape,
they can only surrender - they can die or they can surren-

der,” Abadi said. Some 4,000 to 7,000 militants are believed
to be in and around Mosul, where IS chief Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi declared a cross-border “caliphate” after the
group seized control of large parts of Iraq and neighboring
Syria two years ago. For now the militants do have an
escape route - to the west towards IS-controlled territory in
neighboring Syria.

Paramilitary forces from the Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular
Mobilization), an umbrella organization dominated by
Iran-backed Shiite militia, launched an assault at the week-
end to cut off that route. They have been advancing north,
their sights set on the town of Tal Afar which commands
the city’s western approaches.  On the northern and east-
ern sides of Mosul, peshmerga forces from the
autonomous Kurdish region have taken a series of villages
and towns and consolidated their positions. — Agencies  

To the south, federal forces, backed by coalition
artillery units stationed in the main staging base of
Qayyarah, have been pushing north. They have the most
ground to cover and are still some distance from the
southern limits of Mosul. Iraqi forces are expected to try to
open safe corridors for the million-plus civilians still
believed to be inside. — Agencies  

Iraqi forces battle IS inside Mosul
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The idea that the 70-year-old Trump is still in with a
chance will surprise many and prompt jitters among
Democrats and the financial markets. The bombastic
reality TV star has been pummeled by allegations that
he groped several women and has shady ties to
Moscow. A week ago pundits were rushing to declare
the election over. Now, voices on Wall Street are warn-
ing that markets have not taken the prospect of a
Trump presidency seriously enough.

“A Trump win could lead to a 11-13 percent sell-off,”
on the S&P 500 share index, analysts at Barclays warned
clients yesterday. That would be a bigger crash than the
day Lehman Brothers went bust in Sept 2008, the nadir
of the financial crisis. Simon Johnson, former chief econ-
omist of the International Monetary Fund, warned such
a shock “would cause the stock market to crash and
plunge the world into recession”.

The tumultuous two-year race - featuring sugges-
tions of sexual assault, Russian espionage and financial
wheeler-dealing - may have few twists and turns left in
store. On Monday Trump was hit by fresh allegations,
revealed in The New York Times, that he not only
dodged paying income tax, but did so in a legally
dubious way.

Clinton and Trump spent yesterday barnstorming
battleground states. Trump - somewhat out of character
- went to the oddly named town of King of Prussia in

Pennsylvania to deliver a policy speech on healthcare.
“Our tax plan will provide a 35 percent tax cut to middle
class families with two kids,” he told supporters. “Our
middle class has not been properly respected. That I can
tell you.” Critics question how Trump would pay for his
proposed cuts.

Meanwhile the Democratic nominee tried to steer
attention away from her handling of US secrets and on
to Trump’s treatment of women. The 69-year-old
Clinton’s level of support among women, who make up
the majority bloc of voters, is as likely as anything else
to decide who wins the election. Her campaign spent
days berating FBI director James Comey for revealing
that the bureau is looking anew at her use of a private
email server while secretary of state.

Clinton and her supporters were furious that Comey
made his announcement without providing any new
evidence of wrongdoing but, after three days of rage,
Clinton took a more emollient tone Monday. “I made a
mistake. I’m not making any excuses,” she said, inviting
the FBI to pursue its probe and suggesting that the
agency would find, as it did in July, that she has no case
to answer. “It wasn’t even a close call,” she said. “I think
most people have moved on. They’re looking and
focused on ‘OK, who is going to be the next president
and the commander-in-chief?’” With no sign anything
concrete will come of the FBI probe before polling day,
Clinton believes she can face down the challenge and
return to the issue of Trump’s fitness to lead. — AFP

Shock poll puts Trump ahead
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opposition MP Mubarak Al-Duwailah and was fined
KD 150. Duwailah said he does not wish to see any can-
didate barred for minor verdicts.

Sheikh Malek made no comment on the decision to
exclude his candidacy. He was the only ruling family
member to file his nomination papers. Dashti, who has
been living outside Kuwait since March, managed last
week to obtain a court order to allow his son to file
nomination papers on his behalf. The government has
appealed against the order, and yesterday the appeals
court said it will issue its verdict on the case next
Tuesday. The government lawyer told the court that

Dashti must submit his own nomination papers in per-
son, and accordingly he must be present at the election
department. Dashti’s lawyer submitted at the court a
medical certificate showing that he was receiving med-
ical treatment and could not travel. Other candidates
who were barred include controversial former MP
Mohammad Al-Juwaihel.

Of the candidates barred, 31 were banned because
they had been convicted in court, while the remaining
16 did not complete required procedures. They can all
challenge the decision in court and get orders to be re-
registered. A total of 454 candidates, including 15
females, filed applications to contest the 50-seat
Assembly polls scheduled for Nov 26.

47 candidates disbarred from contesting..


