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JAMMU: Indian volunteers and officials carry an injured villager into The
Government Medical College Hospital in Jammu yesterday, after she was
injured in cross-border shelling in the disputed Himalayan region of
Kashmir. —AFP

SRINAGAR: India and Pakistan yesterday
tallied at least 19 deaths in recent firing
across their disputed border in Kashmir,
where the nuclear-armed neighbors are
engaging in increasingly intense artillery
duels. Tension over the Himalayan region
has run high since a September cross-bor-
der raid on an army base killed 19 Indian
soldiers, prompting what New Delhi called
retaliator y “surgical  str ikes” against
Islamist militants in Pakistan.

Each accuses the other of repeatedly
violating a 2003 ceasefire. On the diplo-
matic front, already chilly relations have
gone into the deep freeze following
recent tit-for-tat expulsions of diplomats.
Both sides also dispute each other’s ver-
sion of events that come against the back-
drop of heightened tension in Indian-
ruled Kashmir after security forces killed a
separatist field commander in July.

Pakistan officials said at least four peo-
ple were killed and five injured in its part
of Kashmir on Monday, as the arch-rivals
exchanged heavy fire concentrated in
Pakistan’s Nakyal sector along the Line of
Control. “It appears as if a full blown war is

going on between India and Pakistan,”
said Mohammad Saeed, a resident of the
village of Mohra in the region. “Please
have mercy and stop it,” he said, speaking
to Reuters by telephone amid the sound
of gunshots. Six people were killed and 10
injured in Nakyal and the adjacent Tatta
Pani sector last Fr iday and Saturday,
Pakistan has said.

On the I ndian s ide of  the L ine of
Control, seven people - including three
women and two children - were killed on
Tuesday, in Pakistani shelling along the
Ramgarh sector in Jammu and Kashmir, a
senior police officer said. On Monday, an
Indian soldier and a civilian were killed
along the line of control in Kashmir in
the Rajouri sector on the Line of Control,
an Indian army spokesman said.  The
increasing cross-border firing is raising
fears that military escalation could trig-
ger a potentially devastating nuclear
exchange over Kashmir, the bone of con-
tention that has sparked two of the three
wars between India and Pakistan since
partition and independence from Britain
in 1947. —Reuters
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BEIJING: Secret talks between the
Vatican and Beijing are raising hopes of a
“historic” rapprochement after six
decades of estrangement, but some
Chinese clergy fear that Rome will accept
a Communist stranglehold over the
country’s Catholics. Since becoming head
of the Holy See in 2013 Pope Francis has
tried to improve relations with the
Chinese government in the hope of
reconnecting with Catholics in China
who are divided between two denomina-
tions, loyal to either Rome or Beijing.

But opponents-among them the
respected Hong Kong Cardinal Joseph Zen-
say the agreement risks abandoning loyal
believers and amounts to a deal with the
devil. Since January, Chinese and Vatican
officials have met at least four times, includ-
ing in Rome, to try and resolve the delicate
issue of the appointment of bishops-the
heart of the dispute. Each side has long
insisted that it should have the final say on
the issue the Vatican as God’s representative

on Earth, and the Communist party as the
final arbiter on all issues in China.

“We’re hoping for a very important, his-
toric agreement that we’ve been waiting
for nearly 70 years,” said Jeroom
Heyndrickx, a Belgian priest who has been
involved with Chinese Catholics since the
1950s and is closely following the discus-
sions. “A Chinese delegation will head to
Rome at the beginning of November for a
last round of negotiations,” said
Heyndrickx, acting director of the
Ferdinand Verbiest Institute in Leuven,
which studies Catholicism in China.  

China and the Vatican have not had
diplomatic relations since 1951. The coun-
try’s roughly 12 million Catholics are divided
between the government-run Chinese
Patriotic Catholic Association (CPCA), whose
clergy are chosen by the Communist Party-
but sometimes accepted by Rome-and an
unofficial church where bishops named by
the Vatican are not recognized by Beijing,
but sometimes tolerated.

But earlier this year the pope sent
greetings to Chinese President Xi Jinping
and said he was an admirer of Chinese
civilization. Xi responded in September
with a gift of a silk print of an 8th-century
stele-a nearly three-meter tall carved
stone tablet-from Xian, the earliest known
trace of Christianity in China. The agree-
ment is currently expected to see the
Vatican recognize four out of the eight
CPCA bishops it does not currently
acknowledge, according to Father
Heyndrickx. Beijing could also name two
new bishops in Shanxi and Sichuan
provinces with Rome’s blessing.

The two would also agree on how to
select future bishops. “Rome could accept
a situation in which the final nomination
is made by the pope,” Heyndrickx adds.
But it was not clear whether the Vatican
would have a choice of candidates.
Crucially, the agreement will not address
the 30 bishops consecrated by Rome but
rejected by Beijing. “Their fate will certain-

ly not be resolved in the near future,” said
Father Heyndrickx. Even if Beijing agreed
to recognize them, he predicted, “I am
convinced that they would refuse to join
the Patriotic Association.”

‘Reality is cruel’
Chinese Catholics are divided over the

prospect of an agreement, with Cardinal
Zen-who spent seven years teaching in
the official church in the 1990s-the most
high-profile opponent. The Chinese
Communist party is officially atheist and
Zen said of the CPCA: “They don’t believe
in God, they don’t understand what is the
church. They only have political consider-
ations.” He contrasted the Pope’s
approach with that of his predecessor
John Paul II, who lived under both Nazi
and Communist rule in Poland and
played a key role in the advent of democ-
racy in eastern Europe. “Communism is a
terrible totalitarian regime and people
who haven’t experienced that find diffi-

culty to understand that,” Zen said from
Hong Kong. Pope Francis, he said, “wants
to make peace with everybody, that’s
very good, but sometimes I think the
reality is cruel”.

For Francesco Sisci, a researcher at
Renmin University who has been follow-
ing Vatican issues for decades, the split in
the Catholic church in China is more than
political. “The Catholic church is split
between factions that hate each other,”
he explained. “In the same area, you have
two bishops rivaling for power, for mon-
ey.” Zen described the CPCA’s members
as “puppets of the government” who
have profited from their positions. If
Rome recognized it, he added, Beijing
could feel emboldened to “eliminate” the
underground church, whose members
would be left “desperate”. Vatican authori-
ties “say they hope that by this agree-
ment, the people may live their faith
peacefully,” Zen said. “But if there is no
freedom there is no peace.” —AFP

China priests’ fears over Vatican’s Beijing olive branch

MANILA: In a small mausoleum in
Manila’s largest cemetery, Judith
Castell and her family get ready for
another night next to the graves of
her husband and her mother-in-law.
The cemetery has been Castell’s
home for 40 years and where she first
met her husband, Emmanuel, who
was killed in a police drug-bust oper-
ation in September as part of
President Rodrigo Duterte’s war on
drugs. “I really can’t accept what hap-
pened, that he would suddenly disap-
pear. I realize that it’s hard. It’s like los-
ing a hand and a foot,” Castell, 47 said.

Castell said she is a supporter of
Duterte but hopes police will stop
indiscriminate killings that have seen
almost 2,300 people killed since he
took office less than four months ago.

The widow, who lives with more
than 20 members of her family,
makes a living tending to tombs and
graves in the 54-hectare cemetery,
where an estimated 10,000 people
live among the dead. Castell normally
makes about 100 pesos ($2) a day
tending the graves, but expected to
earn up to 5,000 pesos ($110) yester-
day, with Filipinos flocking to the

cemetery for All Saints Day, a Roman
Catholic holiday which pays homage
to saints. “He’s gone and we can’t do
anything about it. I still have to help
feed my family,” she said.

In another development, the US
State Department halted the
planned sale of some 26,000 assault
rifles to the Philippines’ national
police after Senator Ben Cardin said
he would oppose it, Senate aides
said. Aides said Cardin, the top
Democrat on the US Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, was reluctant
for the United States to provide the

weapons given concerns about
human rights violations in the
Philippines. News of the thwarting of
the weapons sale was met with dis-
appointment among the Philippine
police and government yesterday,
but they said alternative suppliers
would be found.  Police spokesman
Dionardo Carlos said the Philippines
had yet to be notified about the sale
being stopped.

The relationship between the
United States and the Philippines, a
long-time ally, has been complicated
lately by President Rodrigo Duterte’s
angry reaction to criticism from
Washington of his violent battle to
rid the country of illegal drugs. More
than 2,300 people have been killed in
police operations or by suspected
vigilantes in connection with the
anti-narcotics campaign since
Duterte took office on June 30. The
US State Department informs
Congress when international
weapons sales are in the works. Aides
said Foreign Relations committee
staff informed State that Cardin
would oppose the deal during the
department’s prenotification process
for the sale of 26,000-27,000 assault
rifles, stopping the deal.

US State Department officials did
not comment. Ronald dela Rosa, the
Philippine national police chief and
staunch supporter of the war on
drugs, said he liked the American rifle,
but suggested China as an alternative
small-arms provider. “We really want-
ed the US rifles because these are reli-
able,” he told broadcaster ABS-CBN.
“But if the sale will not push through,
we will find another source, maybe
from China.” In October, Duterte
told US President Barack Obama to
“go to hell” and said the United
States had refused to sell some
weapons to his country, but he did
not care because Russia and China
were willing suppliers. —Agencies
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MANILA: Thousands of crosses are lit with candles to pay tribute to the departed soldiers in
observance of All Saints Day at the Heroes Cemetery yesterday in suburban Taguig city, east of
Manila, Philippines. Families bring flowers. Relatives seek out graves of departed soldiers.
Tombs across the Philippines get cleaned up. —AP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani opposition leader
Imran Khan backed down from a threat to
paralyze the capital today, a move likely to
ease tension that has spilled over into vio-
lence in the run-up to the planned protests.
Khan’s vow to “shut down” Islamabad to
press a demand for Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif to resign or face a corruption inquiry
had sparked a citywide ban on gatherings
and the arrests of hundreds of opposition
activists accused of defying the ban. 

Instead of the protest, Khan yesterday
said he would hold a “celebratory” rally, fol-
lowing a decision by the Supreme Court to
pursue a case l inked to Sharif.  “On the
Supreme Court’s advice, we have decided
that tomorrow we will thank God and cele-
brate a  day of  thanks at  ( Is lamabad’s)
parade ground,” Khan told media, speaking
outside his home in Islamabad.

In a bid to resolve the crisis, the Supreme
Court said it would hold daily hearings on a
petition challenging Sharif ’s eligibility for
public office, claims linked to graft allega-
tions stemming from the “Panama Papers”
leaks about his family ’s offshore wealth.
Khan had previously rejected the possibility
of  holding his  protests  on Is lamabad’s
parade ground, as ordered by the city ’s
High Court, and vowed to paralyze the capi-
tal with a turnout of a million protesters.
The tension unleashed fears Pakistan’s eco-
nomic recovery could be jeopardized if
there were a prolonged crisis that could
even draw in the powerful military, which
has a history of meddling in politics and
overthrowing civilian governments.

In the lead-up to today, there have been
daily clashes between police and support-
ers of the cricketer-turned-politician, while

the government has cracked down on work-
ers of his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) par-
ty. Authorities have arrested scores of party
supporters and shut major motorways into
Islamabad. Pakistan’s soaring stock market,
which took a hit  in recent days on the
prospect of the protests, bounced sharply
after Khan’s decision to call them off.

Khan’s challenge in the Supreme Court
stems from the Panama Papers revelations
and he has repeatedly demanded an inde-
pendent investigation into the corruption

allegations. Documents leaked from the
Panama-based Mossack Fonseca law firm in
April appeared to show that Sharif ’s daugh-
ter and two sons owned offshore holding
companies registered in the British Virgin
Islands. Sharif ’s family denies wrongdoing.
Holding offshore companies is not illegal in
Pakistan, but Khan has implied the money
was gained by corruption. Khan admitted in
May that he himself used an offshore com-
pany to legally avoid paying British tax on a
London property sale. —Reuters

Pakistan’s Khan backs off from 
threat to shut down Islamabad

SWABI: Activists of Pakistan’s Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) party gesture as they travel in a
vehicle at Swabi, after listening to an address from party leader Imran Khan. —AFP

SEOUL: The woman at the centre of a scan-
dal that has plunged the South Korean
presidency into crisis was held for a second
day yesterday after being detained
overnight to answer allegations of exerting
inappropriate influence in state affairs.
Prosecutors have said they are investigat-
ing whether Choi Soon-sil used her friend-
ship with President Park Geun-hye to gain
access to classified documents that
enabled her to influence government mat-
ters and benefited personally through non-
profit foundations. 

The growing scandal has sparked public
anger and sent Park’s approval rating to a
record low, with thousands of protestors
gathered in Seoul on Saturday night calling
for her to step down. Park accepted the res-
ignations of eight of her top aides over the
weekend. Choi, 60, arrived at the prosecu-
tor’s office yesterday morning in handcuffs
and a surgical mask and wearing a dark
coat, escorted by correctional officers. 

A prosecution official and her laywer
said she had been detained late on Monday.
Although Choi was being questioned at
another location, a man used a heavy con-
struction excavator to smash the front
entrance of the Supreme Prosecutors’ Office
building in Seoul, injuring a security guard,
in an apparent act of protest against Choi.
He was arrested by police. According to Han
Jeung-sub, a senior official at the Seocho
Police Station, the 45-year-old man told
police: “Choi Soon-sil said she had commit-
ted a crime she deserves to die for, so I
came here to help her die.” 

Prosecutors have asked eight banks for
documents related to Choi’s financial trans-
actions, South Korea’s Yonhap News Agency
reported, citing unnamed financial industry
officials. Worried that Choi may be a flight
risk and could destroy evidence, prosecu-
tors placed her under emergency detention
without a warrant late on Monday, Yonhap
reported. Under local law, a suspect can be
held without a warrant for up to 48 hours.

Prosecutors planned to file a court
request for an arrest warrant today, Yonhap
and other media said, citing a prosecution
official. Prosecutors were not immediately
available for comment. Choi told South
Korea’s Segye Ilbo newspaper last week
that she received drafts of Park’s speeches
after Park’s election victory but denied she
had access to other official material, or that
she influenced state affairs or benefited
financially. Park said last week she had giv-
en Choi access to speech drafts early in her
term and apologised for causing concern
among the public.

Better class of cell
Choi was being held at the Seoul

Detention Center, where the single cells for
high-profile inmates are equipped with
floor heating, a television, a folding mat-
tress and toilet, according to media reports.
Choi had returned to South Korea on
Sunday from Germany via London under
intense pressure to answer the allegations
against her. Park, 64, and Choi have known
each other for decades, and the president
said in a televised apology last week that
her friend had helped her through difficult
times. Park’s father Park Chung-hee led
South Korea for 18 years after seizing pow-
er in a military coup in 1961. 

Park Geun-hye served as acting first lady
after her mother was killed by an assassin
trying to shoot her father, who was himself
murdered by his disgruntled spy chief in
1979. Park is in the fourth year of a five-year
term and the crisis threatens to complicate
policymaking during the lame-duck period
that typically sets in towards the end of
South Korea’s single-term presidency. The
scandal has weighed on the South Korean
currency and stocks, as investors fret about
political uncertainty, with the won falling
0.9 percent last week while stocks slipped
0.7 percent. Choi begged forgiveness when
she arrived to meet prosecutors on
Monday. —Reuters

South Korean prosecutors arrest 
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