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Six dead after school, 
city bus collide in US

WASHINGTON: At least six people were killed when a
school bus, that was carrying no children at the time,
collided with a commuter bus in the US city of
Baltimore yesterday, police said. Photos posted online
showed the yellow school bus with its front end crum-
pled into the middle of the commuter bus. First respon-
ders could be seen on the scene, which was strewn with
debris. “There were no children on the school bus, how-
ever, there are six fatalities,” the Baltimore Police
Department posted on Twitter. Baltimore chief media
relations officer TJ Smith tweeted that authorities “are in
the process of gathering information on the bus crash.
We will advise once we have more. Understand this is a
fluid situation.” The accident occurred at approximately
6:30 am in the eastern city located some 40 miles north
of Washington. 

Kremlin denies British 
spy chief’s allegations  

MOSCOW: The Kremlin yesterday dismissed as baseless
claims by a British intelligence agency chief that Russia is
acting in “increasingly aggressive ways” and using new
technologies against the West. The head of Britain’s MI5
intelligence agency Andrew Parker, on Monday said Russia
is “using its whole range of state organs and powers to
push its foreign policy abroad in increasingly aggressive
ways-involving propaganda, espionage, subversion and
cyber-attacks.”Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
reporters yesterday that Russia “could not agree” with
Parker’s claims. “We have repeatedly commented on
cyber-attacks: as long as someone does not provide evi-
dence, any statements-be they by the head of MI5, the
president of the United States and other decision-makers-
we will consider unfounded and baseless,” Peskov said. “We
cannot take any of these unfounded allegations into
account.” Peskov added that Russia is using methods to
“promote and defend its interests abroad” but they were in
line with international law and focused on building “good
and mutually beneficial relations with all partners”. 

Ugandan rebels hack six 
Congo civilians to death

GOMA: Six civilians were hacked to death in the east of the
Democratic Republic of Congo in an attack by Ugandan
Islamist rebels, local officials said yesterday. Fighters from
the Ugandan Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) attacked a
small village in North Kivu province on Monday, an admin-
istrator in the Beni region, Amisi Kalonda said. “The provi-
sional toll is six dead, all civilians (killed) with machetes, two
injured and a medical centre plundered,” Kalonda said of
the raid in the village of Kitevya. Noella Katsongerwaki,
Beni’s civil society president, speaking by telephone from
Goma, the capital of North Kivu, said two men and four
women were killed. Captain Mak Hazukay, the local region’s
army spokesman, confirmed there had been an attack but
did not comment on the casualties. Around 700 people
have been killed, mostly hacked to death, in attacks in the
troubled region since October 2014. The Congolese gov-
ernment and the MONUSCO United Nations mission in the
country both blame the attacks on the ADF, a group of
rebels dominated by puritanical Ugandan Islamists. 
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Pope greets Catholic minority in secular Sweden

Eleven dead, 59 wounded 
in ship-breaking accident

GADANI: At least 11 people were killed and 59 wounded
yesterday when a gas cylinder exploded and started a fire
inside an oil tanker being broken up for scrap in southern
Pakistan, officials said. The accident happened at the
Gadani shipbreaking yard in the southwestern province of
Balochistan, some 50 kilometers west of Karachi. “A gas
cylinder explosion caused a huge fire in the ship which was
being dismantled,” Balochistan home secretary Akbar
Harifal said, ruling out a deliberate attack. “We have recov-
ered at least 11 bodies so far and shifted 59 injured to
Karachi,” Zulfiqar Ali Shah, the deputy commissioner of the
area said. 

BALTIMORE: In this frame from video, emergency
personnel work at the scene of a fatal school bus and
a commuter bus crash in Baltimore yesterday. — AP 

Holy icons, dazed dog 
saved from the rubble 

ROME: Firefighters pulled a dog alive from the rubble of
Italy’s strongest earthquake in decades and salvaged reli-
gious statues and paintings from churches that crumbled
in Sunday’s tremor. Video released late on Monday showed
rescuers, guided by their own sniffer dog, digging into the
rubble to free a dog that emerged covered in dust and
looking dazed but unharmed. A statue of a religious figure
was wrapped in a protective casing and wheeled out into
the street in the medieval town of Norcia, which was close
to the epicentre of the quake which measured 6.6 accord-
ing to the US Geological Survey. No deaths or critical
injuries have been reported after the quake, Italy ’s
strongest since one measuring 6.9 struck near Naples in
1980, killing 2,735 people. Many people had left the affect-
ed areas after a smaller quake in August killed almost 300,
and most of Norcia’s homes appeared to have withstood
the new quake, with residents lauding years of investment
in anti-seismic protection. 

JAKARTA: Indonesia is in talks to buy “nine or 10” Sukhoi
Su-35 fighter jets from Russia, an Indonesian defense min-
istry official said yesterday, without giving a timeline for
any deal. “We are still negotiating,” Leonardi, head of the
defense facilities at Indonesia’s defense ministry who goes
by one name, said by telephone. “We are still bargaining,
‘how much do you want to sell them for?’.” Indonesian
defense minister Ryamizard Ryacudu said in May the
Southeast Asian country would buy eight Russian Sukhoi
Su-35 jets this year, but the planned purchase has not
materialized. Rival Western companies are still trying to
wrest the deal to supply Indonesia with fighter jets away
from Russia’s Sukhoi, two people familiar with the talks
said, asking not to be named because of the sensitivity of
the matter.

The award has not been finalized and it is seen as a test
for efforts by Indonesian President Joko Widodo to

enforce more transparency in big-ticket deals, they said.
Hundreds of companies including Lockheed Martin of the
United States, Sweden’s Saab and Indonesian state
weapons maker PT Pindad will be represented at an Indo
Defense exhibition, which will be held in Jakarta from Nov
2 to Nov 5. The country’s biggest annual defense show will
come weeks after Indonesian warplanes staged large-
scale exercises on the edge of a South China Sea area
claimed by Beijing.

While Indonesia is not part of the dispute over the
South China Sea, it objects to China’s inclusion of waters
around the Natuna Islands within its ‘nine-dash line’, a
demarcation line used by China to show its claims there.
Indonesia’s total defense spending has risen 77 percent
over the last four years to 108.7 trillion rupiah ($8.3 billion),
though it is expected to dip to 108.0 trillion rupiah next
year, according to official data. Indonesia had signed a con-

tract with Lockheed Martin for 24 F-16 jets, of which 14
had been delivered and 10 more expected by early 2018,
the defense ministry’s Leonardi said. He declined to dis-
close the value of the deal.

Research firm IHS Markit predicts that Indonesia will
spend more than $20 billion on procurement between
2016 and 2025 - the fifth fastest-growing defense budget
in the world-and it will increasingly seek to diversify its
suppliers. 

South Korea, Russia and France are expected to hold a
combined market share of 53 percent between 2009 and
2018, while the other half will be shared by about 30 coun-
tries, many with less than one percent, IHS said. “This
reflects Indonesia’s wariness about dependency of a sup-
plier or a set of suppliers, as well as the intention to ‘shop
around’ for the best defense deals, spurring competition,”
said IHS analyst Jon Grevatt.— Reuters

Indonesia eying ‘9 or
10’ Sukhoi Su-35 jets

Defense spending jumped 77% 

South African President Jacob Zuma

JOHANNESBURG: The foundation set up to guard the
legacy of the late Nelson Mandela yesterday blamed South
Africa’s President Jacob Zuma for the “wheels coming off”
Africa’s most industrialized nation and urged a change in
political leadership. Since coming to power in 2009, Zuma
has survived a string of corruption scandals almost
unscathed. 

But South Africa has had to bear the cost of his antics as
investors worry about its political stability, business climate
and rule of law. The non-profit Nelson Mandela
Foundation, whose board consists of ten prominent South
African academics, politicians and journalists, called on the
African National Congress (ANC), the liberation movement
once headed by Mandela and now led by Zuma, to change
its leadership.

“We call on the governing party to take the steps neces-
sary to ensure that the vehicle of state be protected and
placed in safe and capable hands,” it said in a rare state-
ment entitled: “Time to account for crippling the state”.
Zuma’s spokesman did not answer a phone call seeking
comment. Several ANC members have called for the 74-
year-old to quit but the ANC’s top echelons have backed
him. In August municipal elections the ANC suffered its
worst losses since taking power when apartheid fell in
1994. Opposition parties and civic groups are planning to
march in the capital Pretoria on Wednesday to demand,
among other things, that he resign. In a blow to Zuma and
the ANC, Ndileka Mandela, a grandchild of Mandela,
backed the foundation’s stance. “As Grandad always said, if
the ANC does what the apartheid government did, you
have every right to do what we did to the apartheid gov-
ernment,” she said. “That statement could never be more

true than now with what we are seeing happening.”

‘Failed’
But Zuma has shown no signs of stepping down before

his second and final term as president is up in 2019,
despite corruption scandals damaging him both financially
and politically. In March, the Constitutional Court ordered
him to repay some of the $16 million spent on enhancing
his Nkandla home in rural KwaZulu-Natal province. But
Zuma weathered a motion of no-confidence in parliament
over the scandal and has since paid back more than
$500,000. 

The Mandela Foundation said the court ruling over
Nkandla was an example of how Zuma had failed to
uphold the constitution. “It is increasingly a national con-
sensus that he has failed the test,” it said. Zuma is also
entangled in a scandal around the alleged political influ-
ence of a trio of wealthy brothers. About a hundred pro-
testers chanted slogans against Zuma outside a court in
Pretoria where his lawyers were trying to delay the release
of a report on the matter.

The president also faced accusations of meddling after
fraud charges against Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan
were unexpectedly dropped on Monday. Near record
unemployment and a stagnant economy have exacerbated
discontent with Zuma’s government, which also failed to
end weeks of often violent student demonstrations over
the cost of university education. The Mandela Foundation
said it had seen a weakening of law enforcement bodies
under Zuma and supported “the demand to hold to
account those responsible for compromising our demo-
cratic state and looting its resources.”— Reuters

Mandela Foundation blasts Zuma, 
joins calls for leadership change

BERLIN: A German ex-police officer convicted of murder-
ing a willing victim he met on a website for cannibalism
fetishists went on trial again yesterday after the verdict
against him was overturned on appeal. Detlev Guenzel, 58,
was last year sentenced to eight years and six months in
jail by a regional court in the eastern city of Dresden, which
found him guilty of k ill ing Polish-born Wojciech
Stempniewicz in 2013. Guenzel had cut the body into small
pieces in a slaughter chamber he built in his cellar, before
burying them in his garden, the court found. There was no
evidence that he ate any part of his victim.

But the Federal Court of Justice overturned the verdict,
arguing that the regional court had failed to sufficiently
probe whether the victim had actually killed himself
through strangulation-as the accused had claimed. It also
disputed the sentence imposed by the Dresden court as
too lenient for a murder conviction, and ordered a retrial.
The Dresden court had taken into account the death wish
of the victim and imposed a sentence that is just above
half of the maximum 15 years for murder. The victim’s wish
“did not open the possibility to reduce the penalty”, said
the appeal court. A verdict of the retrial is expected in
January at the earliest.

‘S&M slaughter studio’
Guenzel, a three-decade veteran of the police force, had

met Stempniewicz in October 2013 on a website for
slaughter and cannibalism fantasies billed as the “#1 site
for exotic meat” and boasting more than 3,000 registered
members. His defense team argued that Stempniewicz had
hanged himself in Guenzel’s custom-designed “S&M stu-
dio” before Guenzel took a knife, then an electric saw, to
the gagged-and-bound man.

Soon after the death, Guenzel admitted to detectives
that he killed the victim by cutting his throat. But he later
retracted his confession. Investigators had testified in the
first trial that they could not definitively determine the
cause of death due to the state of the corpse. Guenzel and
Stempniewicz had had extensive contact online and by
telephone before finally arranging the fatal date on
November 4, 2013. Their emails bore the title “Schlachtfest”,
the German word for a country feast after the slaughter of
a pig. Guenzel called himself “Caligula 31”, Stempniewicz
logged on as “Heszla-Longpig”.

A 50-minute video Guenzel made was played during
the trial and showed him at one point covered in blood as
he mutilated the corpse, muttering, “I never thought I
would sink so low.” The presiding judge at the Dresden
court had said that the expression of faint regret seen in
the video made it unlikely Guenzel would repeat such an
act. She said this differed from the infamous case of
German cannibal Armin Meiwes, who admitted to killing,
mutilating and eating the flesh of a lover in 2001 after
meeting him on the Internet via an advertisement looking
for a “slaughter victim”. He was sentenced to life imprison-
ment in 2006. — AFP 

Germany’s ex-cop in 
cannibalism website 
killing back in dock

Detlev Guenzel

BEIRUT: Iran’s judiciary has issued verdicts for 20 people
accused of storming Saudi diplomatic missions in
January and will announce them in the near future, an
official was quoted as saying by the judiciary news
agency yesterday. Sunni Muslim Saudi Arabia cut diplo-
matic relations with its Shiite Muslim rival Iran after pro-
testers stormed the kingdom’s embassy in Tehran and
consulate in Mashhad in response to Riyadh’s execution
of a prominent Saudi Shiite cleric. The Iranian govern-
ment condemned the assault and President Hassan

Rouhani, keen to improve Tehran’s long-strained rela-
tions with its neighbors and the West, asked the judiciary
to punish the protesters and prevent further attacks. The
Mizan news agency quoted a judge as saying that the
verdicts for 20 defendants had been issued and “will be
announced soon.” He did not give the names of the 20
and did not say whether they had been convicted or not.
Iran’s judiciary announced in April that more than 100
suspects had been arrested over the attack on the Saudi
missions and 48 charged. —Agencies

MALMO: Pope Francis held a public mass yes-
terday for the Catholic minority in Sweden, a
Lutheran but secular country where same-sex
marriage is allowed even for priests. The
Argentine pontiff addressed an estimated
15,000 members of the country ’s Roman
Catholic minority, many of them converts or
migrants, at a stadium in the southern Swedish
town of Malmo, home to a large immigrant
population.  

“Meekness is a way of living and acting that
draws us close to Jesus and to one another. It
enables us to set aside everything that divides
and estranges us, and to find ever new ways to
advance along the path of unity,” Pope Francis
said, according to an official translation of his
remarks. “One very eloquent sign of this is that
here in your country, marked as it is by the coexis-
tence of quite different peoples, we are jointly
commemorating the fifth centenary of the
Reformation,” the pope said before he headed

back to Rome.  A fervent advocate of Christian
unity, Francis visited the southern city of Lund on
Monday for an ecumenical service marking the
start of a year of celebrations for the Reformation-
the dramatic 1517 event that created a Protestant
branch of Christianity which rebelled against
papal rule.  The event in Lund, where the
Lutheran World Federation was founded in 1947,
also marked 50 years of reconciliatory dialogue
between the Catholic Church and Lutheranism, a
tradition once fervently hostile to the authority
and teachings of the Vatican. Together with
Sweden’s female archbishop Antje Jackelen and
other Lutheran leaders, the pope expressed deep
regret over the schism and called for unity.
Hailed as “a breath of fresh air” by Lutheran lead-
ers, Francis raised hopes early in his papacy that
he might steer the Church towards greater
acceptance of homosexuality, and in June he said
Christians “must apologize” to gays and lesbians
for their past treatment.  Anders Arborelius, bish-

op of the Roman Catholic Church in Stockholm
who himself converted from Lutheranism, said
the pope’s approach had been one of continuity,
despite a “progressive” image compared to his
predecessors.  “Pope Francis comes from another
continent and has a different way of expressing
things, but one cannot say that he has changed
anything in the teachings,” he said.

‘We need women priests’
Sweden’s Lutheran Church is among the

most liberal in Christendom.  A pioneer in
women’s and LGBT rights, it has been appoint-
ing female priests since 1960, a step the
Catholic Church is still reluctant to take.  “I think
the Catholics have to change. We need women
priests,” Ingeborg Stenstrom, a Catholic and
retired doctor from Germany who lives in
Sweden said.  Figures released in 2010 showed
that 45 percent of Sweden’s nearly 4,500 priests
were female. — AFP 

MALMO: Pope Francis greets a handicapped well-wisher as he arrives at the Swedenbank
Stadium in Malmo, Sweden, where he held a mass. — AFP 

Iran court issues verdict in embassy attack 


