
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2016

PARK RIDGE: The two-storey brick house where
Hillary Clinton grew up still stands at a street corner
in the Chicago suburb of Park Ridge. Nearby, a sign
reads “Rodham Corner” - an acknowledgement of
the place in history occupied by this small hamlet
near the city’s O’Hare airport. It is a place that
impacted and shaped a young Hillary Rodham -
before she went off to college, married Bill Clinton,
and became the Democratic Party’s presidential
nominee in 2016. “My childhood in the 1950s and
the politics of the 1960s awakened my sense of
obligation to my country and my commitment to
service,” Clinton wrote in her 2003 memoir “Living
History.”

During that period after World War II, Park Ridge-
a suburb that was all-white, Republican and conser-
vative-was the center of Clinton’s world. “My parents
felt comfortable in Park Ridge among all the other
veterans who chose it for its excellent public
schools, parks, tree-lined streets, wide sidewalks and
comfortable family homes,” Clinton wrote. As a child,
she was exposed to both traditional Republican
beliefs and competing viewpoints from the outside -
especially from the civil rights movement.  “My
favorite memory is walking home from school with
Hillary, and the many opportunities we had to talk,”

said Ernest Ricketts, who attended kindergarten
through high school with the former secretary of
state. “She was always very interested in current
events. She was interested in history.” Clinton’s critics
often criticize her consistency on the issues, saying
she is a chameleon who changes her beliefs based
on political winds. But her childhood in Park Ridge
offers a clue into Clinton’s worldview, which evolved
through discussions and debates with those on
both sides of the ideological spectrum. 

Clinton’s parents  
Clinton’s father Hugh Rodham was a staunch

Republican. The owner of a drapery business and
the product of a working-class family, he believed
in small government, individual responsibility and
working hard for what you get. Clinton’s mother
Dorothy Rodham was a Democrat. Abandoned by
her parents as a child and forced to start working at
the age of 14, Dorothy instilled in Clinton empathy
for people caught up in circumstances outside their
control. At the dinner table, Clinton’s parents debat-
ed the issues, with young Hillary often politically in
the middle.  “I grew up between the push and tug
of my parents’ values, and my own political beliefs
reflect both,” Clinton wrote in her memoir. She

admired her father’s sense of “rugged individual-
ism,” she told The Washington Post in 2007, during
her first run for president-a primary battle she lost
to Barack Obama. “But it didn’t explain enough for
me about the world, or the world as I would want it
to be,” she said.  

Mother a ‘huge influence’ 
Clinton’s mother was a voracious consumer of

books, and encouraged the same intellectual
curiosity in her daughter. “Hillary’s mom was a huge
influence,” said Clinton’s childhood friend Judy
Osgood. “Her mom was just always there and inter-
ested in what we were doing.” Clinton’s parents
encouraged their daughter to think beyond the
narrow path young women of their time were
expected to pursue. She was pushed to follow her
intellectual interests, as well as play sports an
endeavor dominated by boys. Her mother’s difficult
past inspired Clinton’s work as a politician.
“Learning about my mother’s childhood sparked
my strong conviction that every child deserves a
chance to live up to her God-given potential,”
Clinton said in her memoir.  

Another big influence was her childhood minis-
ter Don Jones, who exposed Clinton to the social

issues of the day - taking her and her church youth
group in 1962 to hear civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr speak in Chicago. “He gave us a
worldview that we didn’t have before,” Ricketts said
of Jones’ efforts to expose Park Ridge’s middle class
children to the larger world. Clinton maintained ties
with Jones until his death in 2009, and considered
him a major influence. She also still maintains con-
tact with several of her childhood friends in Park
Ridge. “She’s very much the same person, especially
with all of her high school friends,” said Mike
Andrews, who attended Maine South High School
with Clinton.  But the impact of decades in the pub-
lic eye, and the various controversies swirling
around her including the revived FBI interest in her
use of a private email server while at the State
Department-have taken a toll on her image, even in
the city where she grew up. Earlier this year, in her
first visit to Park Ridge in more than a decade,
Clinton drew hundreds of supporters, but also
some protesters. “Traditionally, this has been a
Republican town, and there are people here who
are diehard Republicans,” longtime resident Teresa
Nuccio told the Chicago Tribune at the time. “Being
from Park Ridge doesn’t necessarily mean everyone
will support you.” — AFP 

How Clinton’s childhood affected her politics

BERLIN: After a year of disappoint-
ment, European businesses are
hoping a victory for Hillary Clinton
in the US election next week may
help break the logjam that has pre-
vented large-scale Western invest-
ments in Iran since the opening of
its economy. While no one in
Europe is predicting a flurry of new
deals should Clinton defeat her
Republican rival Donald Trump on
Nov 8, a win for the Democrat
would remove some of the political
clouds hanging over last year ’s
nuclear deal between Iran and
world powers. Business groups say
this could help fuel a more aggres-
sive push into the Iranian market in
2017, especially in the second half
of the year, if a Clinton victory is fol-
lowed by the re-election of moder-
ate Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani next May. “If Clinton and
Rouhani win, then we will have a
political window of opportunity
that is much bigger than we have
now,” said Matthieu Etourneau, who
advises French firms on the Iranian
market for MEDEF International, the
French employers group. “This is

what the European banks and com-
panies are waiting for,” he said.

Back in January, when the
United States and Europe lifted
sanctions related to Iran’s nuclear
program, the excitement in Europe’s
business community was palpable.
With a population of 78 million and
annual output higher than that of

Thailand, Iran was the biggest econ-
omy to rejoin the global trading
and financial system since the 1991
break-up of the Soviet Union.
European politicians flocked to
Tehran with dozens of corporate
executives in tow. Rouhani, a prag-
matist elected in 2013 on a platform
to reduce Iran’s isolation, travelled

to Paris and Rome to promote his
country to eager investors. But
within months the euphoria had
vanished, replaced by frustration on
both sides.

Biggest obstacle
The biggest obstacle for

European firms seeking to do busi-
ness in Iran has been the reluctance
of the continent’s largest banks to
finance deals out of fear they could
run afoul of U.S. sanctions and incur
massive penalties down the line.
The United States has taken steps to
reassure the banks.  Last month the
Treasury Department’s Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) issued
new guidance to allay concerns
about doing US dollar transactions
with Iran. But Secretary of State John
Kerry acknowledged at a think-tank
event in London this week that
banks remained skittish. German
officials raised their concerns about
the hurdles during a recent visit by
US sanctions coordinator Daniel
Fried. This caution is likely to persist,
regardless of who is sitting in the
White House.  — Reuters

Frustrated Europe hopes a Clinton 
victory can spur elusive Iran deals
Political risks still clouding West’s deal with Iran

NEW YORK: US Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton
boards her campaign plane at the Westchester County Airport in
White Plains yesterday. With one week to go until Election Day, Hillary
Clinton and Donald Trump were barnstorming battleground states
yesterday, as the Democratic nominee tried to pivot away from
attacks on her protection of US secrets. — AFP 

ZHUHAI, China: China showed its
Chengdu J-20 stealth fighter in public
for the first time yesterday, opening
the country’s biggest meeting of air-
craft makers and buyers with a show
of its military clout. Airshow China, in
the southern city of Zhuhai, offers
Beijing an opportunity to demon-
strate its ambitions in civil aerospace
and to underline its defense ambi-
tions. China is set to overtake the US
as the world’s top aviation market in
the next decade.

Two J-20 jets, Zhuhai’s headline
act, swept over dignitaries and hun-
dreds of spectators and industry exec-
utives gathered at the show’s opening
ceremony in a flypast that barely
exceeded a minute, generating a
deafening roar that was met with
gasps and applause and set off car
alarms in a parking lot at the site.

Experts say China has been refin-
ing designs for the J-20, first glimpsed
by planespotters in 2010, in the hope
of narrowing a military technology
gap with the United States. President
Xi Jinping has pushed to toughen the
armed forces as China takes a more
assertive stance in Asia, particularly in
the South China and East China seas.
“It is clearly a big step forward in
Chinese combat capability,” said
Bradley Perrett of Aviation Week, a vet-
eran China watcher. 

It was China’s second successive
display of a new stealth jet at the bien-

nial Zhuhai show, following the 2014
debut of the J-31.

Questions Unanswered
After arriving as a pair at low-level,

one of the J-20s quickly disappeared
over the horizon, leaving the other to
perform a series of turns, revealing its
delta wing shape against bright sub-
tropical haze. But analysts said the
brief and relatively cautious J-20 rou-
tine - the pilots did not open weapon
bay doors, or perform low-speed pass-
es - answered few questions. “I think
we learned very little. We learned it is
very loud. But we can’t tell what type
of engine it has, or very much about
the mobility,” said Greg Waldron, Asia
Managing Editor of FlightGlobal.
“Most importantly, we didn’t learn
much about its radar cross-section.”

A key question whether the new
Chinese fighter can match the radar-
evading properties of the Lockheed
Martin F-22 Raptor air-to-air combat
jet, or the latest strike jet in the US
arsenal, Lockheed’s F-35. The F-22
Raptor, developed for the US Air
Force, is the J-20’s closest lookalike.
But the mere display of such a newly
developed aircraft was a revealing sig-
nal, others said. “It’s a change of tac-
tics for the Chinese to publicly show
off weapons that aren’t in full
squadron service yet,” said Sam
Roggeveen, a senior fellow at the
Sydney-based Lowy Institute, “and

demonstrates a lot of confidence in
the capability, and also a lot of pride.”

C919 Passenger Jet Absent
It remained unclear whether or

how the J-20 would be displayed at
the airshow after the flypast. Aircraft
that are officially scheduled to be on
display alongside the latest Chinese
weapon systems, radar and drones
include the Xian Y-20 strategic airlifter,
and what organizers say is the largest
amphibious plane now in production
- the AG600. 

The flying boat is officially promot-
ed as a fire-fighting or search and res-
cue plane. But analysts note the
AG600 - first unveiled 10 days after a
Hague tribunal ruled against China’s
claim to parts of the South China Sea
in July - is well suited to resupplying
military outposts in the disputed area.
Notably absent from the airshow
schedule is the 150-seater COMAC
C919 passenger jet. Designed to com-
pete with Europe’s Airbus Group and
Boeing Co of the United States, the
rivals who dominate the global supply
of airliners, the much-delayed C919 is
now running three years behind origi-
nal plans. COMAC said at the show
that China Eastern Airlines will be the
launch customer for the C919, which
may take its first test flight later this
year or early 2017, and that it had
clinched 23 new orders for its C919,
taking total orders to 570. — Reuters 

HELENA: Colonial Pipeline Co shut down
its main gasoline and distillates pipelines
on Monday after an explosion and fire in
Shelby, Alabama, killing a worker and
sending five to the hospital - the second
time in two months it had to close the
crucial supply line to the US East Coast. A
nine-man crew was conducting work on
the Colonial pipeline system at the time
of the explosion, Alabama Governor
Robert Bentley told a briefing. Seven of
the crew members were injured, with two
evacuated by air.

The explosion occurred when a con-
tract crew hit the gasoline pipeline (Line
1) with a trackhoe, igniting gasoline,
Colonial said an e-mailed statement late
on Monday. One worker died at the scene
and five individuals were taken to
Birmingham-area hospitals for treatment,
the company said. Four were taken to the
UAB hospital in Birmingham, Alabama,
hospital spokesman Adam Pope said. A
segment of pipeline was undergoing
maintenance on Monday afternoon when
it exploded. The fire had been contained
as of around 9 pm, according to local
media reports. Crews built a 8-foot tall
dirt dam to contain burning fuel, Bentley
said on Twitter late on Monday. The
explosion sparked wildfires, burning 32
acres, the governor said. Colonial said
company personnel and emergency

crews were responding to the incident.
The US Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration, or PHMSA, said it
had personnel on the way to the site.
Bentley’s office said on Twitter the site
was about a mile west of a massive leak
last month that closed the gasoline
pipeline for over 12 days. A 3-mile area
around the site had been evacuated, the
governor said. A temporary flight restric-
tion is in effect in the area around the
pipeline explosion, the Alabama
Emergency Management Agency said on
Twitter. Colonial, the biggest refined prod-
ucts system in the United States, is respon-
sible for supplying about one-third of the
3.2 million barrels per day of gasoline con-
sumed on the East Coast, according to US
Energy Department data. Colonial was
working to restart a section of pipeline
damaged after its biggest leak of gasoline
in nearly two decades on Sept. 9, which
released as much as 8,000 barrels of gaso-
line in Shelby County. The restart was
planned for mid-November after removal
of a bypass line installed after the
September leak. The pipeline closure
drove up gasoline prices at the pump in
the US Southeast and on futures markets.
On Monday, US gasoline futures jumped
as much as 13 percent to $1.6351 a gallon,
their highest since early June, following
news of the explosion. — Reuters

Explosion in Alabama 
kills one; five injured  

China’s secretive stealth 
fighter unveiled in flyby 

ZHUHAI, China: Two J-20 stealth fighter jets fly at the China’s International Aviation and Aerospace Exhibition in
Guangdong province yesterday. — AP 


