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ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia’s prime minister yesterday reshuffled his cabi-
net to create a more ethnically diverse team after an unprecedented
wave of protests. Hailemariam Desalegn had promised the reshuffle
after imposing a six-month state of emergency in October. In the
reshuffle, Hailemariam gave senior roles to two politicians from the
Oromo people who have spearheaded sometimes deadly anti-govern-
ment protests over the last year, reducing the dominance of the
minority Tigrayans. The new ministers of foreign affairs and of commu-
nications-Workneh Gebeyehu, a former transport minister, and Negeri
Lencho, a journalism professor-are Oromos, replacing the Tigrayans
who previously held the posts.  

Speaking to AFP after his appointment Negeri, who is also now
government spokesman, said the changes were necessary in the light
of the protests and subsequent state of emergency. “So many chal-
lenges have been raised by the public. There has to be a change,” he
said. “This new cabinet is ready to respond and provide a better service
with professionals from many directions.” Nine of the previous 30-
strong cabinet retained their posts, among them long-standing party
loyalists Siraj Fegessa, in charge of defense, and Debretsion
Gebremichael who runs telecommunication and information technol-
ogy, as well as Hailemariam’s deputy, Demeke Mekonnen.  The new
government, which includes just three women, was immediately
approved by parliament in which every seat is held by Hailemariam’s
ruling coalition, the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic
Front (EPRDF).  Until his dismissal, former government spokesman
Getachew Reda had been considered a “rising star” within the EPRDF
but was unpopular among the public. Hailemariam had promised the
reshuffle would be based on skills rather than “party loyalty”. — AFP

DIYARBAKIR: Turkish authorities will appoint
unelected administrators to run the mainly
Kurdish city of Diyarbakir, officials said yesterday,
after detaining its two mayors last week in a
crackdown on unrest in the southeast of the
country. Separately, police detained 30 officials
from the opposition Democratic Regions’ Party
(DBP) in dawn raids in three towns in the restive
region, security sources said.

Turkey’s Western allies are worried about due
process and a deteriorating human rights situa-
tion in the southeast as a crackdown against
Kurdish militants widens to include politicians
and journalists. President Tayyip Erdogan has
vowed to “dry the swamp” to end a three-decade
insurgency that has killed more than 40,000
people, mainly Kurds. The state will name the
administrators - who will either be led by the
deputy governor or a district official - as soon as
possible under powers enacted via decrees dur-
ing emergency rule, imposed after a failed mili-
tary coup in July, officials told reporters on con-
dition their names were not used.

“It is expected the Interior Ministry will assign
new mayors to the municipality after the mayors
were dismissed for terrorism links and arrested,”

Diyarbakir Governor Huseyin Aksoy said in a
statement. All governors in Turkey are appoint-
ed. A prosecutor accuses Gultan Kisanak,
Diyarbakir’s first female mayor and a former par-
liamentarian, and her co-mayor Firat Anli of ter-
rorist links in connection with public statements
they made about the need for greater autonomy
for Kurds, who make up about 20 percent of a
population of 79 million people.

Kisanak and Anli, both members of the DBP,
deny direct ties with the armed Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), listed as a terrorist group by
Turkey, the United States and European Union.
The EU, to which Turkey has applied for mem-
bership, has called the arrests “deeply worrying.”
But Erdogan has said the removal of elected offi-
cials and civil servants accused of links to the
PKK is a vital part of the battle against it, as thou-
sands have been killed since the collapse of a
ceasefire in 2015.

In October alone, authorities jailed 98 DBP
officials, the party said. The DBP dominates the
southeast and is the sister party of the Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP), parliament’s third-
biggest grouping, which has Kurdish roots.
Turkey on Saturday closed 15 newspapers, news

agencies and magazines that report from the
southeast, bringing the total number of media
outlets and publishers closed since the coup to
about 160. The closure of the remaining Kurdish
media and the appointment of trustees to run
Diyarbakir silences opposition voices and
“denies thousands of Kurdish voters their right
to local political representation,” US-based
Human Rights Watch said. Authorities have also
blocked the Internet in cities across the region
for most of the past week.

Death penalty
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said

yesterday that Turkey is considering reinstating
limited use of the death penalty if there is an
agreement between political parties. “If there is
consensus with other political parties on this
demand of the people... limited arrangements
can be made,” Yildirim said in a speech in Ankara.
He said it would not be used retroactively, but
did not elaborate further. Turkey abolished capi-
tal punishment in 2004 as part of reforms intro-
duced in its bid to join the European Union. It
has not executed anyone since 1984.  

But President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had sug-
gested Turkey could bring back the death penal-
ty in the wake of the failed July coup. And hun-
dreds of people have chanted “we want the
death penalty!” at government rallies. But
Brussels has warned any return could mean the
end of Ankara’s talks to join the 28-member bloc.
Erdogan said at the weekend his government
would ask parliament to consider reintroducing
the death penalty to punish the plotters behind
the coup bid.  His comments drew the ire of
European politicians including Austrian Foreign
Minister Sebastian Kurz who said it was “a cruel
and inhumane form of punishment”.

The Council of Europe has also condemned
any move to reinstate the death penalty, saying
it was “incompatible with membership of the
Council”. Despite Erdogan’s comments. Yildirim
told lawmakers from his ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP): “I want it to be known
that that this (death penalty) would not be
applied retroactively.”Nationalist Movement
Party (MHP) leader Devlet Bahceli told his law-
makers that he was ready to support the AKP on
the issue. “Since there is a need for the death
penalty and since our nation wants this... there is
no need to discuss this unnecessarily. If the AKP
is ready, the MHP has always been ready,” Bahceli
said.— Agencies 
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ISTANBUL: Turkish riot police officers fire rubber bullets to disperse pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democracy Party (HDP) supporters during a demonstration in Istanbul, following the arrests
of the two co-mayors in Diyarbakir. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s prime minister
said he had no regard for Europe’s
“red line” on press freedom yester-
day and warned Ankara would not
be brought to heel with threats,
rejecting criticism of the detention
of senior journalists at an opposi-
tion newspaper. Police detained the
editor and top staff of Cumhuriyet,
a pillar of the country’s secularist
establishment, on Monday, on

accusations that the newspaper’s
coverage had helped precipitate a
failed military coup in July.

The United States and European
Union both voiced concern about
the move in Turkey, a NATO ally
which aspires to EU membership.
European Parliament President
Martin Schulz wrote on Twitter that
the detentions marked the crossing
of ‘yet another red-line’ against free-

RABAT: Moroccan authorities have
charged 11 people over the death of a fish-
monger who was crushed in a garbage
truck while trying to stop police from
destroying his stock, in a case that has
ignited public anger. The death of
Mouhcine Fikri in the northern city of Al-
Hoceima on Friday has prompted thou-
sands to take to the streets in four days of
protests, among the biggest in Morocco
since pro-reform demonstrations broke out
during the 2011 Arab Spring. Protest
chants and a frenzy of angry postings on
social media have blamed the Makhzen, a
term used to describe the royal establish-
ment. 

In an effort to calm tensions, King
Mohamed, currently on a tour of Africa,
ordered the interior minister to visit the vic-
tim’s family and present royal condolences.
The general prosecutor said on Tuesday
that 11 people had been referred to an
investigating judge, including two interior
ministry officials, two local fisheries officials
and the veterinary chief in Al-Hoceima, on
charges of involuntary manslaughter. Fikri
bought 500 kg (1,100 lb) of swordfish, for
which fishing is banned from Oct 1 to Nov
30 every year, according to a prosecutor’s
statement published by state news agency
MAP.

A police officer guarding the port gates
called the security services, who impound-
ed Fikri’s truck later inside the city. The vet-
erinary doctor decided the fish was unfit

for consumption because of a lack of docu-
ments. But the local committee had already
prepared the legal paperwork to destroy
the fish before seizing it, which amounts to
forgery of public documents, the statement
said. According to local media and authori-
ties, Fikri jumped inside the trash truck that
police used to destroy the confiscated fish
in a desperate attempt to stop them, and
was caught inside the crusher.

Activists accused police officers at the
scene of ordering garbage men to crush
Fikri but the police denied those accusa-
tions, and the prosecutor said the investi-
gation had shown there was no order to
harm the victim. The statement did not say
who pressed the button of the crusher.
Protests were held in Al-Hoceima and other
towns in the surrounding Rif region, as well
as in Casablanca and the capital Rabat,
where hundreds gathered chanting
“Mohcine was murdered, Makhzen is to
blame”.

Large-scale political protests are rare in
Morocco, where the king still holds ulti-
mate sway, although unemployed gradu-
ates have long demonstrated for jobs
across the country. Demonstrations are
heavily policed, reflecting official nervous-
ness over popular unrest. While leaders in
Tunisia, Egypt and Libya were swept from
power in 2011, King Mohamed defused
protests in Morocco that year by devolving
some of his power to the elected govern-
ment. — ReutersTurkey rejects European ‘red line’

on press freedom after detentions

ANKARA: Participants hold placards reading ‘Free press can’t be
silenced’ (center) and ‘Do not touch Cumhuriyet’ (right) outside the
headquarters of Turkish newspaper Cumhuriyet in Ankara, during a
protest against the detention of the newspaper’s editor-in-chief and a
dozen journalists and executives. — AFP 

GENEVA: People stuck in war-ravaged
Aleppo do not have the luxury of refusing
help from jihadists, a high-level member of
Syria’s main opposition said, lashing out at
international “inaction” in breaking the
siege. Damascus and its Russian ally have
used the presence of fighters with former
Al-Qaeda affiliate Fateh al-Sham Front-pre-
viously called Al-Nusra Front-to justify their
offensive on rebel-held eastern Aleppo. The
top UN envoy for Syria, Staffan de Mistura,
has also called on the fighters to leave the
city to help enable aid to reach the estimat-
ed 250,000 civilians living under siege.

But Khaled Khoja, a top negotiator with
the High Negotiations Committee (HNC)
opposition umbrella group, insisted that
trapped and desperate residents and the
armed rebels trying to defend them had
been left with no option but to accept help
from the Islamist fighters. “The inaction of
the international community in terms of
breaking the siege of Aleppo allowed al-
Nusra to intervene in this battle,” he told
AFP in Geneva late Monday. “You cannot
ask the people who are suffering inside
Aleppo because of the siege to refuse the
help from anyone,” he said.

His comments came after opposition
factions allied with jihadists launched a
major assault on Friday, backed by car
bombs and salvos of rockets, to end the
regime’s three-month encirclement of the
city’s eastern districts. He said there were
only around 300 Nusra fighters in eastern
Aleppo out of around 20,000 rebels-num-
bers that differ wildly from a UN estimate of
around 8,000 rebels in the besieged part of
the city, including some 900 who belong to
Fateh Al-Sham. 

Not targeting civilians    
Khoja rejected widespread criticism of

opposition fire on civilians in western
Aleppo, stressing that “as HNC we don’t
accept civilian targets”. According to the

Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a
Britain-based monitor, heavy rebel rocket
fire since Friday has killed 51 civilians,
including 18 children. Khoja acknowledged
that there had been civilian casualties as
the rebels struggle to break the siege, but
blamed international backers like the
United States who had refused to provide
accurate weapons. He said the rebels “are
not targeting civilians, they are targeting
the regime, but... the bombs they are using
are not perfect bombs”. On the other side,
he said, “the Russians are targeting civilians,
the regime is targeting civilians. It’s uncom-
parable.” Khoja also voiced hope that the
US election next week would push
Washington to more actively support the
opposition in Syria. “We heard (Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary) Clinton talk-
ing about civilian protection, no-fly-zones,
which is something we welcome and that
we demand,” he said.

He was more wary of a possible win by
Republican candidate Donald Trump, who
he said came across as “very close to (Syrian
President Bashar Al-) Assad and to the
Russians.” But he said that once Trump
received more information about the
Syrian conflict “we hope he can change his
attitude”. Developments in Washington
aside, Khoja voiced little optimism that the
UN-backed peace talks could resume soon.
“We can’t talk about a political process
unless we alleviate the suffering of the peo-
ple on the ground. They are suffering from
sieges, from starvation, from bombing and
shellings,” he said.

But in a small sign of progress, he and
other HNC negotiators were back in
Geneva for  the f irst  t ime since they
walked out of talks six months ago amid
soaring violence on the ground. Khoja
said they were in the Swiss city not for
political talks but for technical discussions
with de Mistura’s staff on the issue of
detainees. — AFP
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AL HOCEIMA: Protesters hold the Amazigh (Berber) flag in the northern city of Al
Hoceima, following the death of fishmonger Mouhcine Fikri, who was crushed to
death on October 28 in a rubbish truck in Al Hoceima, as he reportedly tried to
protest against a municipal worker seizing and destroying his wares. — AFP 
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ALEPPO: Rebel fighters from the Jaish Al-Fatah (or Army of Conquest) brigades fire
mortar shells towards western government-controlled districts at an entrance to
Aleppo, in the southwestern frontline neighborhood of Dahiyet Al-Assad. — AFP 

dom of expression in the country.
“Brother, we don’t care about your
red line. It’s the people who draw
the red line. What importance does
your line have,” Prime Minister
Binali Yildirim told members of his
ruling AK Party in a speech in parlia-
ment.

“Turkey is not a country to be
brought in line with salvoes and
threats. Turkey gets its power from
the people and would be held
accountable by the people.”
Prosecutors accuse staff at
Cumhuriyet, one of few media out-
lets still critical of President Tayyip
Erdogan, of committing crimes on
behalf of Kurdish militants and the
network of Fethullah Gulen, a US-
based cleric blamed for orchestrat-
ing the July coup attempt.
Journalists at the paper were sus-
pected of seeking to precipitate the
coup through “subliminal mes-
sages” in their columns before it
happened, the state-run Anadolu
agency said.

Cumhuriyet vowed “we will not
surrender” in a front-page headline.
Dozens of people staged a vigil in
front of its Istanbul offices
overnight, some wrapped in blan-
kets as they slept on benches while
police guarded barriers outside.
“Even if Cumhuriyet’s executives
and writers are detained, our news-
paper will continue its fight for
democracy and freedom to the
end,” it said in a defiant editorial
which described the arrests as the
start of an attempt to close the
paper. It said its pages had repeat-
edly warned that Gulen’s move-
ment represented a danger to the
Republic and wanted to abolish sec-
ularism. The paper said it had in the
past been targeted by prosecutors
and judges aligned with Gulen.

Enemies of the state
Turkey’s authorities have bristled

at the Western reaction to the
abortive coup, in which rogue sol-
diers used fighter jets and tanks to
attack parliament and other key
buildings, killing more than 240
people, many of them civilians.
They see European leaders as quick
to condemn widescale purges of
suspected plotters, but reluctant to
accept the gravity of the putsch and
the threat to the state. “We have no
problem with press freedom. This is
what we can’t agree with our
European friends. They always bring
up press freedom when we take
steps in our fight against terrorism,”
Yildirim said.

He said Turkey could draft a “lim-
ited measure” to bring back the
death penalty if a political compro-
mise could be reached on the issue,
a move that could spell an end to its
efforts to join the European Union.
Crowds have repeatedly called for

the re-introduction of capital pun-
ishment, which Turkey abolished in
2002 as part of the EU accession
process, and Erdogan has said he
would approve it if parliament vot-
ed for it.

Turkey has classified Gulen’s net-
work of followers as the “Gulenist
Terror Organization” (FETO), ranking
it as an enemy of the state along-
side the Kurdish PKK militant group,
which has waged a three-decade
armed insurgency, and Islamic
State. Gulen, who has lived in self-
imposed exile in the United States
since 1999, denies involvement in
the coup attempt. More than
110,000 of Gulen’s suspected fol-
lowers have been sacked or sus-
pended and 37,000 jailed pending
trial since the coup attempt. Rights
groups say the scale of the purges
show Erdogan is using the coup
attempt to crush all dissent.

No access to lawyers
The latest detainee on Monday

evening was veteran Turkish jour-
nalist Kadri Gursel, who began writ-
ing for Cumhuriyet in May, bringing
the number of those held to 13, the
paper said.  Three more staff target-
ed by the investigation are abroad.
It said the detainees, some of whose
computers and phones were confis-
cated, were not being allowed to
speak to lawyers for five days under
emergency rule imposed after the
putsch.

The staunchly secularist paper
was established in 1924 by a confi-
dant of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk just
six months after he established the
Turkish Republic. Political violence
has dogged its history. Seven of its
writers have been assassinated
since 1978 and some were among
those jailed after coups in 1971 and
1980. Cumhuriyet’s previous editor,
Can Dundar, was jailed last year,
convicted of publishing state
secrets involving Turkey’s support
for Syrian rebels. The case sparked
censure from rights groups and
Western governments worried
about worsening human rights in
Turkey under Erdogan.

Since the attempted coup, 170
newspapers, magazines, television
stations and news agencies have
been shut down, leaving 2,500
journalists unemployed, Turkey’s
journalists’ association said in a
statement on Monday. “We are not
going to learn from you what press
freedom is. We support it all the
way,” Yildirim said of European
criticism. 

“But we won’t see criminals,
their accomplices, and supporters
of the separatist (PKK) and FETO
terrorist organizations as innocent.
Let the judiciary do its job. If there
is nothing on them, then it will
come out.”  — Reuters 
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