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CHICAGO: Anthony Rizzo #44 of the Chicago Cubs hits a double in the fourth inning against the Cleveland Indians in Game Five of the 2016 World Series at Wrigley Field on Sunday in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP

CHICAGO:  With dreams of their first World Series crown
since 1908 on the brink of ending, the Chicago Cubs
avoided elimination Sunday with a 3-2 victory over the
Cleveland Indians.

Chicago’s Kris Bryant homered to spark a three-run
outburst in the fourth inning and Cuban closing relief
ace Aroldis Chapman pitched a career-high 2 2/3
innings to obtain the final outs as the Cubs pulled with-
in 3-2 in Major League Baseball’s best-of-seven champi-
onship series.

“It didn’t feel like an elimination game,” Bryant said.
“We had a big inning and Chapman coming in for eight
outs, that was big.”

The showdown continues today in Cleveland, where
a seventh game would be played Wednesday if needed.

The Cubs, in their first World Series since 1945, are
trying to snap America’s longest sports title drought
while the Indians own baseball’s second-longest futility
streak, last taking the trophy in 1948.

Of 46 teams that trailed 3-1 in the World Series, only
six have rallied to win the title, the most recent being
the 1985 Kansas City Royals. And the Cubs have never

won any playoff series after trailing 3-1.

CHAPMAN EFFORT ‘IMPRESSIVE’ 
Chapman, obtained last July in a trade with the New

York Yankees, struck out four while allowing only one
hit, an infield single.

“Chappy came in and did something he has never
done before,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “When
you have a guy that can pitch that many significant outs
in the latter part of the game, it’s pretty cool.”

The Indians had the tying run in scoring position in
the seventh and eighth innings but Chapman ended
the threat both times and retired the last three batters
in order in the ninth, striking out Jose Ramirez for the
final out.

“Joe talked to me this afternoon before the game,”
Chapman said. “He asked if I could be ready possibly to
come into the seventh inning and I told him, ‘I’m ready.
I’m ready to go.’ And whatever he needs me to do or
how long he needs me to pitch for, I’m ready for it.”

Indians manager Terry Francona was impressed by
what he saw from Chapman, known for his 100-mph

fastballs.  “Chapman, that was a big ask and he
answered. That was impressive,” Francona said.
“Sometimes you’ve got to respect what the other team
can do, too. Sometimes they just beat you.”

Chicago’s Jake Arrieta, an 18-game winner, will take
the mound against Cleveland’s Josh Tomlin in a
matchup of right-handed pitchers on Tuesday.

“He’s a bull out there,” Bryant said of Arrieta, the
reigning Cy Young Award winner as top pitcher.
“Hopefully he can win out there and then anything can
happen in a game seven.”

Tension grows as innings go -
The Cubs, who led the major leagues with 103 wins

this season, saw the white flag with blue W symbolic of
victory raised over 102-year-old Wrigley Field for the
first time since 1945.

Ramirez smashed a two-out solo homer off Cubs left-
hander Jon Lester, a two-time World Series champion
who took the victory, for a 1-0 Indians lead in the sec-
ond inning.

The Cubs, who had gone 25 innings without scoring,

equalized in the fourth inning when Bryant, who was
batting 1-for-15 in the Series, smacked a solo homer
over the rightfield wall off Indians starter and loser
Trevor Bauer.

Anthony Rizzo then doubled to right, took third base
on Ben Zobrist’s single and scored on Addison Russell’s
infield single.

“High anxiety. Every pitch gets bigger and bigger,”
Rizzo said. “It gets more intense as the game goes on.”

Javier Baez, who had been 1-for-14 in the Series with
runners on base, tapped another infield single down
the third-base line to load the bases and David Ross, 0-
for-7 with runners on base in the playoffs, followed with
a sacrifice fly to score Zobrist.

The Indians pulled within the final margin in the
sixth inning when Rajai Davis singled, stole second
base, took third on an error and scored on Francisco
Lindor’s single.

Davis became, at 36, the oldest player to ever steal
three bases in a World Series game. The game’s seven
total stolen bases matched a World Series record set
in 1907. — AFP

Cubs win to extend World Series dream

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Welsh forward Gareth Bale leaves a press conference in the media
room at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid yesterday.  Real Madrid and Gareth Bale
have agreed an extension to the player’s contract, keeping him at the club until the 30th of
June 2022. — AFP 

MADRID: Gareth Bale’s new six-year Real Madrid contract will see
the Welshman reportedly rake in well in excess of 115 million
euros ($126 million) as the Spanish giants bet on Bale to lead
another glorious era at the Santiago Bernabeu.

Bale, who has won two Champions League titles in three years
in Spain, solidifies his position as one of the highest earners in
football along with the likes of Real team-mate Cristiano Ronaldo
and Barcelona duo Lionel Messi and Neymar.

The flying winger, 27, is set to take home as much as £350,000
a week after tax, according to British media, though figures vary
wildly.  “That’s for me to know and no one else to find out, sorry,”
said a smiling Bale when quizzed on his new salary.

However, Ronaldo looks set to retain his status as top dog of
the pay packets at the Bernabeu with the Portuguese expected to
become the latest Madrid star to extend his deal in the coming
weeks.  Real have already handed lucrative renewals to Luka
Modric, Toni Kroos and Lucas Vazquez to hold onto their key men
with a one-year transfer ban imposed by FIFA to come over the
next two transfer windows.  Madrid and arch rivals Barcelona have
embarked on a fleet of renewals to ward off interest from the
cash-rich Premier League, backed by a £5 billion ($6 billion)
domestic TV deal.

Bale joined Real for a then-world record fee of just over 100
million euros from Tottenham Hotspur in 2013.

That figure has since been eclipsed by Paul Pogba’s 105-mil-
lion-euro move to Manchester United in August. “It’s Real Madrid,
it is the biggest club in the world,” Bale added, rejecting any
notion he could return to England, where he was crowned
Premier League Player of the Year in for the 2010/2011 and
2012/2013 seasons.

“When an opportunity to play for Real Madrid comes up, you

don’t turn it down.” Madrid have topped the Deloitte Football
Money League for the past 11 years as the highest earning club,
but were overtaken last season by Barca.  Barca president Josep
Maria Bartomeu confirmed at the club’s annual general meeting
on Saturday that contract negotiations with Luis Suarez and Messi
are also under way after Neymar recently extended his deal to
2021.

BALE THE FUTURE FOR REAL 
Despite the desire to keep 31-year-old Ronaldo at the

Bernabeu for the rest of his career, Real president Florentino
Perez has long believed Bale is the man to succeed Ronaldo as
Real’s best and most marketable player.  Bale has enjoyed and
endured plenty of ups and downs in his three seasons in the
Spanish capital.

Goals to win the 2014 Champions League and Copa del Rey
finals made him an instant hit.

However, he suffered from stinging criticism and was jeered by
the Real fans towards the end of his second season as Madrid
ended the campaign trophyless under Carlo Ancelotti.

Yet Perez’s faith and belief for the future was only emboldened
by Bale’s sensational form towards the end of last season with
Ronaldo a more peripheral figure due to a recurring knee injury.

Bale led Madrid on a 12-game winning run to end the La Liga
season to miss out on the title by just a point and to an 11th
European Cup with a penalty shootout win over city rivals Atletico
Madrid. His performances in inspiring Wales to the Euro 2016
semi-finals-their best run in a major finals-confirmed his status as
one of the world’s best. And a first ever place on the podium for
the Ballon d’Or could follow after Bale was named among the 30
nominees for the prize last week.— AFP

Bumper Real deal banks 
Bale over 115mn euros


