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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB     
Boston 2 1 .667 -      
Toronto 1 1 .500 0.5  
NY Knicks 1 1 .500 0.5  
Brooklyn 1 2 .333 1      
Philadelphia 0 2 0 1.5 

Central Division
Cleveland 3 0 1.000 -      
Chicago 2 0 1.000 0.5  
Detroit 2 1 .667 1      
Milwaukee 1 2 .333 2      
Indiana 1 2 .333 2      

Southeast Division
Atlanta 2 0 1.000 -      
Charlotte 2 1 .667 0.5  
Miami 1 2 .333 1.5  
Washington 0 2 0 2      
Orlando 0 3 0 2.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 3 0 1.000 -      
Portland 2 1 .667 1      
Denver 1 1 .500 1.5  
Utah 1 2 .333 2      
Minnesota 0 2 0 2.5  

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 2 0 1.000 -      
Sacramento 2 1 .667 0.5  
Golden State 2 1 .667 0.5  
LA Lakers 1 2 .333 1.5  
Phoenix 0 3 0 2.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 4 0 1.000 -      
Memphis 2 1 .667 1.5  
Houston 2 1 .667 1.5  
Dallas 0 3 0 3.5  
New Orleans 0 3 0 3.5  

NBA results/standings
LA Clippers 88, Utah 75; Golden State 106, Phoenix 100; San Antonio 106, Miami 99; Detroit 98, Milwaukee 83; Oklahoma
City 113, LA Lakers 96; Memphis 112, Washington 103 (OT); Houston 93, Dallas 92.

PARIS: AFP Sports looks ahead to
today’s Champions League action as Pep
Guardiola’s Manchester City host
Barcelona with a number of sides, includ-
ing the Spanish champions, looking to
seal a place in the next round:

Group A
Ludogorets Razgrad

(BUL) v  Arsenal (ENG)
At Sofia, Bulgaria

Mesut Ozil scored his first professional
hat-trick in Arsenal’s 6-0 whitewash of
Ludogorets last time out. With Olivier
Giroud and Alexis Sanchez both grab-
bing braces at the weekend and Theo
Walcott on a purple vein of form, the
Gunners should have way too much for
the Bulgarian champions. Plucky in their
3-1 home defeat to PSG, Ludogorets took
a point at Basel and scored 15 goals in
qualifying. But even if Arsenal fail to win
here, they will qualify for the next round
if PSG win in Basel.

Basel (SUI) v Paris 
Saint-Germain (FRA)
At Basel, Switzerland

Unai Emery ’s PSG are starting to
understand what the Spaniard wants tac-
tically and they boast up front the red-
hot Edinson Cavani, the Uruguayan strik-
er who scored his 10th league goal of the
season in a 1-0 win at Lille on Friday,
where Angel Di Maria and Lucas showed
promising fluidity around the targetman.
A victory in Basel assures PSG of qualifi-
cation, but Basel are unbeaten at home
this season.

Group B
Besiktas (TUR) v Napoli 

(ITA), kick-off 1745
At Istanbul

Turkish champions Besiktas will go
top of Group B if they follow up their 3-2
away win over Italians Napoli with a
home win over them at their new stadi-
um, where they have won 13 of their past
14 league fixtures. Euro 2016 star Ricardo
Quaresma continues to impress for
Besiktas and his free-kick and Cameroon
striker Vincent Aboubakar ’s brace
brought their thrilling victory in Italy. For
the visitors Spain’s Jose Callejon is the
man to watch after he scored a seventh
goal of the season in a 2-1 Italian league
loss to Juventus on Saturday. Napoli can
book a place in the next round if they
win and Benfica draw with Dynamo Kyiv.

Benfica (POR) v Dynamo 
Kyiv (UKR)
At Lisbon

After a draw with Besiktas and a
thumping at Napoli, Benfica got their
campaign back on track with a 2-0 win at
Dynamo in the last round of matches.
The Portuguese champions and league
leaders are on astonishing form, especial-
ly at their Stadium of Light stronghold.
Knocked out narrowly in the quarter-
finals by Bayern Munich last season,
Benfica know a home win will place them
nicely for another second-round spot.
Kyiv got a confidence-boosting league
win at the weekend but with a single
point so far their Champions League sur-
vival depends on a result in Portugal for
Serhiy Rebrov’s men-which looks a very
tall order.

Group C
Manchester City 

(ENG) v Barcelona (ESP)
At Manchester

Lionel Messi scored three as Pep
Guardiola’s return to Barcelona went bel-
ly up with a 4-0 defeat two weeks ago.
On the bright side a six-match winless
streak was snapped by a 4-0 league win

over West Brom on Saturday as star strik-
er Sergio Aguero scored twice. Barcelona
only need a point to qualify for the next
round but with Luis Suarez, Neymar and
Messi about to be unleashed on the blue
half of a Manchester side who have not
lost at home for 12 games, this is
Tuesday’s must-watch game.

Borussia Moenchengladbach 
(GER) v Celtic (SCO)

At Moenchengladbach, Germany
Lose here and Celtic are out, but the

Scots-led by their passionate Northern
Irish coach Brendan Rodgers-will be just
as concerned to avoid anything like the
7-0 whipping they took at Barcelona in
their last Champions League away game.
The Germans beat Celtic 2-0 away and
will be hoping Barcelona beat City in the
other Group C game to steal a march on
the Mancunians. Andre Schubert’s men
have gone four league games without a
win. In contrast, Celtic are on a 13-game
unbeaten run in Scotland and striker
Moussa Dembele has nine league goals
so far.

Group D
Atletico Madrid 

(ESP) v Rostov (RUS)
At Madrid

With a mean defence and a fearsome
attack featuring French duo Antoine
Griezmann and Kevin Gameiro, a draw
with Russians Rostov could qualify
impressive Atletico Madrid for the next
round. A win will certainly do it. A solitary
Yannick Carrasco goal gave Atletico a
narrow win in Russia two weeks ago and
Carrasco scored twice on Saturday as his
team breezed past Malaga, Gameiro bag-
ging two as well. Diego Simeone’s men
are top of the group with three wins
including a celebrated Bayern Munich
scalp. Visiting Spain for the first time,
Rostov have a single point from a 2-2
draw at PSV so far.

PSV Eindhoven 
(NED) v Bayern Munich (GER)
At Eindhoven, Netherlands

PSV’s Champions League future
depends on avoiding defeat here while
Bayern can qualify with a win should
Rostov lose in Madrid. Carlo Ancelotti’s
side beat PSV 4-1 two weeks ago. Robert
Lewandowski netted twice in a 3-1 win at
Augsburg on Saturday while Dutch
winger Arjen Robben was outstanding
with two assists and a goal. Bayern are
second in Group D, three points behind
Atletico, who they host on December 6
having already lost 1-0 in Spain.
Eindhoven are bottom of the table with
one point from their three games. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Besiktas v SSC Napoli 20:45 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Ludogorets v Arsenal 22:45
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Basel 1893 v PSG 22:45
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Benfica v Dynamo Kyiv 22:45
beIN SPORTS 9 HD
Monchengladbach v Celtic 22:45
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Man City v Barcelona 22:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Eindhoven v Bayern Munich 22:45
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Atletico de Madrid v Rostov 22:45
beIN SPORTS 8 HD

City await Barca as big guns eye

next Champions League round

BERLIN: Germany coach Joachim Loew tar-
geted a  second World  Cup tr iumph and
European glory yesterday after extending his
contract until 2020. The 56-year-old, who took
charge in 2006, has signed a two-year exten-
sion to lead Germany’s defence of the World
Cup in Russia in 2018 and to the European
Championships in 2020. If Loew-a popular fig-
ure in Germany-stays in office until then his
14-year tenure would make him the joint sec-
ond-longest serving Germany coach, equal to
Helmut Schoen (1964-78).

Germany, under Loew, won a fourth World
Cup in Brazil two years ago but lost to hosts
France in the Euro 2016 semi-finals in July.
Germany have not won a European crown since
1996.  “We have visions and things that we
want to tackle, so the time of the extension was
just right,” Loew told a press conference in
Frankfurt.  “The goal is, of course, to repeat our
success story in Rio (World Cup) and we want
to be European champions, which is a big goal
of mine.  “When the head and the heart both
say ‘yes’ at the same time, then there is not
much to think about.”

Loew, who took charge of Germany after the
2006 World Cup following two years as assis-
tant coach under Jurgen Klinsmann, will report-
edly receive a pay rise to earn four million euros
($4.4m) per year.

Loew’s old deal is believed to have earned
him an annual salary of around three million
euros. “I feel the same motivation as I did at the
beginning of my term at the DFB (German FA)
and I still feel their confidence,” he said.  “It’s
simply great fun to work with this team and
these players.  “We all have the same goal-to
confirm the Brazil success at the World Cup in
Russia.”

‘REWARD’ 
“Loew is the best coach that we in the DFB’s

executive committee can imagine,” said
German FA president Reinhard Grindel.  “We
have the same goal-we want to defend our
World Cup title in Russia and, after we were so

close to it in France this year, we want to try to
be Europe champions in 2020.”

Grindel added that Loew’s new deal was
“reward” for the coach’s hard work, but the
president wanted to get the contract signed
before the German FA meets in Er fur t on
Thursday and Friday. Germany, top of their
2018 World Cup qualifying group with three
straight wins, play minnows San Marino away
in their next qualifier on November 11 before
facing Italy four days later in a glamour friendly
in Milan.  Loew, who coached VfB Stuttgart to
the 1997 German Cup title, has ruled out a

return to the Bundesliga once his Germany
reign is over.  Under his stewardship, Germany
have reached at least the semi-finals of either
the World Cup or European championships for
the last decade.  He is though prone to the
occasional sideline gaffe, caught on camera,
including picking his nose on numerous occa-
sions and thrusting his hand into his trousers to
scratch his genitals during a Euro 2016 game.

Sepp Herberger holds the 28-year record for
a Germany coach, from 1936-64, during which
time he led West Germany to their first World
Cup title in 1954. —AFP

Loew extends Germany 

reign until 2020

FRANKFURT: Coach of German national soccer team Joachim Loew, left, speaks as the
President of German soccer federation Reinhard Grindel looks on after signing a new contract
in Frankfurt, Germany, yesterday. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Russell Westbrook record-
ed his second consecutive triple-double
to lead the Oklahoma City Thunder to a
113-96 victory over the Los Angeles
Lakers Sunday at the Chesapeake Energy
Arena. Westbrook posted 33 points, 16
assists and 12 rebounds while taking only
21 shots en route to his 39th career triple-
double.  Through three games, he is aver-
aging 38.6 points, 12.3 rebounds and 11.6
assists.

WARRIORS 106, SUNS 100
Kevin Durant scored 37 points and

Stephen Curry added 28 as Golden State
held off pesky Phoenix. Klay Thompson
had 14 points and Draymond Green had
13 rebounds for the Warriors, who trailed
by as many as 13 in the first half before
limiting the Suns to 43 second-half points.

PISTONS 98, BUCKS 83
Andre Drummond notched his 10th

career 20-20 game with 20 points and 23
rebounds, and Detroit won its second
straight, topping Milwaukee. Drummond
added three blocks and two steals for the
Pistons.  Guard Kentavious Caldwell-Pope
supplied 21 points and six rebounds,
Tobias Harris had 16 points, and Marcus
Morris and Ish Smith chipped in 11 points
apiece for Detroit.

CLIPPERS 88, UTAH 75
Austin Rivers came off the bench to

score 19 points, and Blake Griffin added
18 points and 10 rebounds, sparking Los
Angeles to a victory over Utah Jazz in the
Clippers’ home opener. Reserve Jamal
Crawford chipped in 12 points, while
DeAndre Jordan contributed 10 points
and 16 rebounds for the Clippers. 

GRIZZLIES 112, WIZARDS 
103 (OVERTIME)

Mike Conley scored 24 points — 11
coming in the closing minutes of regula-
tion and in overtime-and Marc Gasol
added 20, including three key 3-pointers
in the same time span, to lift Memphis
past Washington. Gasol’s 3-pointer with
15.7 seconds left in regulation forced
overtime, and two more treys in OT
clinched the win.  Memphis made 15 3-
pointers.

ROCKETS 93, MAVERICKS 92
James Harden scored a game-high 28

points, including one free throw with 0.1
seconds remaining, to lift Houston over
Dallas. Harden drew a foul from Mavericks
swingman Wesley Matthews on a desper-
ate drive to the basket immediately after
Matthews pulled Dallas even with a 3-
pointer with 4.1 seconds remaining.
Matthews fouled out on the play, and
Harden made the second free throw after
missing the first.

SPURS 106, HEAT 99
Kawhi Leonard posted 27 points and

six  ass ists  and Pau Gasol  added 20
points and 11 rebounds to lead San
Antonio past Miami.  Leonard scored the
Spurs’ final 12 points. San Antonio also
got 18 points from backup point guard
Patty Mills. — Reuters

Westbrook gets triple-double,

Thunder beat Lakers 113-96

OKLAHOMA CITY: Oklahoma City Thunder center Steven Adams (12) and Los Angeles Lakers for-
ward Julius Randle (30) go up for a loose ball during the second half of an NBA basketball game in
Oklahoma City, Sunday. Oklahoma City won 113-96. — AP

PARIS: Novak Djokovic admits that Andy
Murray’s dramatic last-gasp assault on his
world number one ranking has rejuvenat-
ed a season which was limping into medi-
ocrity for the 12-time major winner.
Djokovic has suffered a worrying dip in
form since winning his first French Open
and completing the career Grand Slam in
June.  He had a shock early loss at
Wimbledon followed by a first-round exit
at the Olympics and a runners-up spot at
the US Open.  But as the 29-year-old pre-
pares to defend the Paris Masters title he
has won for the past three years, he insists
Murray’s charge for the top has provided
the fresh impetus he needs.

“It makes me want to go on court and
fight for every point because there is
something to win at the end,” Djokovic
said, adding he felt “rejuvenated and
regenerated”.

If Djokovic reaches next Sunday’s final
in Paris he will retain the world number
one ranking that he has held for 122
weeks straight, no matter what Murray
does in the French capital.

But if he fails to make the champi-
onship match, then Murray will become
the number one as long as the British star
wins the title.  The 29-year-old Briton took
a step closer to the top spot on Sunday by
winning the Vienna ATP title.

“Andy is playing maybe the best tennis
he’s ever played. He definitely deserves to
be in the position to finish up the year as
number one. Whether or not that’s going
to happen, it doesn’t depend only on him.
It depends on me as well,” said Djokovic.

“I just try to work on my game these
days and I know if I’m on the level I desire,

I can challenge anybody or beat any-
body.”

‘NEW AMBITION’ 
Djokovic, who has admitted “private

issues” contributed to his summer slump-
he has not said what those were-believes
Paris is the perfect place to revive his for-
tunes on his return to the French capital.
“Winning Roland Garros this year gave me
a lot of joy but it required a lot of energy. I
felt a little exhausted after and I was a lit-
tle less motivated,” said the Serb, who has-
n’t played since a semi-final defeat to
Roberto Bautista Agut in the Shanghai
Masters in mid-October.

“I took a little time to think about all
these things, to find a new motivation
and a new ambition. It’s in place. I feel
good. I’m happy to come back here to
Paris.  I  hope to have a good week.”
Djokovic has a bye in the first round at the
Paris Masters before facing either Nicolas
Almagro or Gilles Muller.

In Vienna, Murray swept past
Frenchman Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-3, 7-6
(8/6) to earn his seventh title of the year
and ramp up the pressure on Djokovic.
The Olympic and Wimbledon champion
took his recent run to 15 straight victories,
in which he has picked up the China Open
and Shanghai Masters titles as well.

He now has 42 career titles and a sec-
ond in Vienna, after also winning in 2014.

“I think I played my best tennis of the
tournament today,” said Murray. Like
Djokovic, Murray too has a first-round bye
in Paris and will face either Fernando
Verdasco or Robin Haase in his opening
match. — AFP

Djokovic ‘rejuvenated’ by 

Murray top-spot battle


