
S PORTS
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2016

MELBOURNE: Godolphin stayers
Hartnell and Oceanographer head a
strong international challenge in the
two-mile (3,200-metre) Melbourne Cup
at Flemington today, with just one
Australian-bred runner in the field.

Australia’s greatest race has been won
six times by overseas-trained horses and
the numbers and odds point to a sev-
enth success in the Aus$6.2 million
(US$4.7 million) event.

Ten international horses will contest
the 155-year-old ‘race that stops a nation’
with Caulfield Cup winner Jameka the
only Australian-bred runner.

Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed’s
global Godolphin empire is looking to
end its near 20-year Melbourne Cup
heartbreak with five entries, led by
Hartnell and Oceanographer, the first

and second favourites in pre-post bet-
ting. The Godolphin stable has been
coming to the Flemington racecourse
since 1998 and the closest it has come to
victory are three runner-up placings-
Central Park (1999), Give The Slip (2001)
and Crime Scene (2009).

Godolphin has made 21 attempts to
win the Melbourne Cup and English
trainer Charlie Appleby, who has
Oceanographer and Qewy in the Cup, is
confident Sheikh Mohammed will finally
get his reward today.

“It’s a race that every owner would
love to win. We want to win it,  His
Highness wants to win it,” Appleby said.
“It’d be a huge feather in anyone’s cap.”

The Michael Bell-trained English front-
runner Big Orange, fifth last year, is
expected to set a solid pace which will

suit the genuine stayers. “There will be
pace on all  the way this year. I f  the
Europeans are prominent early, they will
not take a ‘pull’ and slow the field down.
They will  keep galloping on,” said
Godolphin’s longest-serving trainer
Saeed bin Suroor.

TOP OF THE POPS 
The Irish have strong credentials with

Coolmore trainer Aidan O’Brien saddling
up Bondi Beach and Willie Mullins
preparing Irish St Leger winner Wicklow
Brave with Frankie Dettori on board for a
crack at the Cup.

O’Brien, whose impressive record of
more than 250 Group I wins does not
include a Melbourne Cup, is hoping to
replicate the trailblazing successes of
compatriot trainer Dermot Weld with

Vintage Crop (1993) and Media Puzzle
(2002). “He’s in very good form. Aidan’s
very happy with him ... I’d be surprised if
he doesn’t run somewhere about the
money,” said Australian owner Lloyd
Williams, who has won the Melbourne
Cup four times.

Mullins, whose galloper Max
Dynamite was beaten by the Michelle
Payne-ridden Prince of Penzance in last
year’s Cup, has a strong chance with
Wicklow Brave. “If he can overcome his
draw, and repeat that work, he’s going to
give a great account of himself,” Mullins
said. “Winning the Grand National, to me,
was top of the pops. This would be right
up there with it. Having come so close,
you want to win it even more.”

Japan, which won with Delta Blues in
2006, will be represented by nine-year-

old gelding Curren Mirotic, trained by
Osamu Hirata. The Melbourne Cup has
been won six times by internationally
trained horses:  2014 (Protectionist,
Germany), 2011 (Dunaden, France), 2010
(Americain, France), 2006 (Delta Blues,
Japan), 2002 (Media Puzzle, Ireland), and
1993 (Vintage Crop, Ireland).

Pre-post betting - 9/2 Hartnell, 13/2
Oceanographer, 7/1 Jameka, 17/2 Bondi
Beach, 13/1 Big Orange, 14/1 Almandin,
15/1 Heartbreak City, Wicklow Brave,
17/1 Exospheric, 18/1 Almoonqith, 22/1
Qewy, 25/1 Curren Mirotic, 30/1 Grey
Lion, Who Shot Thebarman, 34/1 Grand
Marshal, Secret Number, 40/1 Our
Ivanhowe, 50/1 Gallante, 60/1 Excess
Knowledge, 70/1 Assign, Beautiful
Romance, 80/1 Sir John Hawkwood,
125/1 Pentathlon, Rose Of Virginia. —AFP

Overseas raiders poised for Melbourne Cup success

KARACHI: Slim, powerful, and with an unwavering gaze,
19-year-old Razia Banu jabs at the face of her opponent-
her own mother, a widow inspired to join her daughter in
smashing taboos in Pakistan’s sultry port city Karachi.

Mother and daughter are both dressed in loose athlet-
ic gear, with scarfs wrapped around their heads instead
of helmets, as they punch one another in an exhibition
bout at the Pak Shaheen Boxing Club in Lyari, Karachi’s
most restive and sporty-neighbourhood.

Banu was drawn into the ring last year, after watching
the grand funeral of legendary boxer Mohammad Ali.  He
was “my favourite personality”, she told AFP after “losing”
to her mother, pointing with a smile to a small framed
poster hung on a pillar that read Ali’s famous “Float like a
butterfly, sting like a bee”.

She went to her mother to seek permission to join the
club, started just last year, the first for women in all of
Pakistan. Haleema Abdul Aziz worried about her daugh-
ter’s request. There were financial considerations-her
husband had passed away five years back, and she was
struggling to afford even school fees for her children.

And then there was Pakistani society. Deeply conser-
vative and Muslim, it has seen women fight for their
rights for decades-and, sometimes, in a country where
acid attacks and honour killings are still commonplace,
their lives. The violence weighs on Aziz. “I believe that all
the males become beasts when a woman goes out alone
from her home,” the 35-year-old single mother says.

“But I did not disappoint her (Banu) because I wanted
her to be successful in her life.”

Her husband was a good man who encouraged his
daughter to take part in sports, she says. Yet Banu echoes
her mother’s wariness when it comes to men and vio-
lence.  “Males think that they are strong so they could
beat females and force them to be confined to the
home,” she says. “But I think that when you have strength
you should provide safety to people instead of beating
them.” Her passion-and penchant for practising at home-
soon inspired her mother also, who followed her daugh-
ter in joining the club. 

AIMING FOR GOLD 
Banu leaves home early every morning for her job as a

receptionist in a school, before going on to college,
where she studies commerce.

She reaches the boxing club in the evenings. There
she drills: punching bags and balloons, skipping rope,
then practise bouts with some of the other 20 young
girls who make up the club. 

The club is sparse, its facilities comprising the ring,
three punching bags, and a boxing balloon in a corner.
Money, says the club’s founder and coach Yunus
Qanbarani, is tight: few of the boxers can afford to even
pay their fees.

“We don’t even have a proper changing room for the
girls to put their kit on. We don’t even have the right rub-
ber mounting on the ring ropes,” he says.

Then there is the social backlash. “At one point, some
people plotted to attack the club to force me to close it
down. But I am determined to carry on,” he says.

Qanbarani, who has been a boxing coach for 40 years,
has sent his own two daughters and other women from
his family to be trained at the club. 

“I want our daughters to go to the international level
and hoist the Pakistani flag in foreign lands,” he vows.
Pakistan’s boxing community agrees, with former boxers
who competed internationally visiting the club regularly
to offer encouragement. 

“We don’t have a dearth of talent in Pakistan,” says
Sher Mohammad, who took a bronze medal at the 1993
Asian Games. “We improvise and use alternatives to
make up for our lack of resources.” 

The support inspires Aziz and Banu to new heights.
Aziz plans to become good enough to coach girls herself
one day. Banu aims even higher.

“I wish to box in the Olympics-and not just participate,
but to win the gold,” she says, her eyes sparkling. “I will
keep striving for my goals. The hard work does not go
waste.” —AFP

KARACHI: In this photograph taken on October 6, 2016, 19-year-old Pakistani boxer
Razia Banu (L) throws a punch at her mother Haleema Abdul Aziz during a practice
session at the Pak Shaheen Boxing Club in Karachi. —AFP

KARACHI: 19-year-old Pakistani boxer Razia Banu (L) is declared the winner of a prac-
tice session against her mother Haleema Abdul Aziz (R) by coach Yunus Qanbarani at
the Pak Shaheen Boxing Club in Karachi. — AFP

Taboos KO’d by Pakistan’s 

mother-daughter boxing duo

LONDON: Australia coach Michael Cheika has urged his
side to aim high during their tour of Europe as they look to
finish a tough 2016 with a flourish.

Cheika’s men have the chance to emulate the celebrat-
ed 1984 Wallabies that featured the likes of David
Campese, Michael Lynagh and Mark Ella by completing a
Grand Slam-victories over England, Scotland, Ireland and
Wales on one tour.

Australia will also play France in Paris on November 19
in a run of five internationals on successive weekends,
starting with Saturday’s clash against Wales in Cardiff.

Australia gave New Zealand a few awkward moments
before losing last year’s World Cup final at Twickenham, but
2016 has seen the Wallabies suffer some chastening
defeats by the All Blacks, including a 42-6 hammering in
Sydney in August. That was a low in a run of six straight
defeats that included a 3-0 series defeat at home to
England, a side coached by Eddie Jones, Cheika’s former
team-mate at Sydney club Randwick.

New Zealand then beat Australia 37-10 in Auckland to
set a new world record for a major rugby nation of 18 suc-
cessive Test wins, with Cheika furious at being depicted as
a clown in a New Zealand newspaper.

Cheika, however, was in more upbeat mood at
Australia’s arrival press conference in London on Monday,
saying of the Grand Slam: “I think that it’s very important
for players to have dreams of achieving the bigger picture
items. I really do, I believe that’s important.

“If you don’t have those dreams inside of you, then what
are you doing it for?

“That’s in the background, but that will only come to
fruition when we’re excellent every day and our players are
learning. “We’re really trying to do the right thing, not just
for the short term, but also for the medium term.”

Cheika flew out a day later than his squad after under-
going surgery following a training ground collision with
powerful back Israel Folau ahead of the Auckland loss to
the All Blacks. The coach tried to keep Folau’s name under
wraps before scrum-half Nick Frisby spilt the beans at an
awards ceremony in Sydney on Thursday-an event Cheika
attended with his arm in a sling.

“Izzy’s still on the tour so he’s all right. He didn’t get
dropped,” joked Cheika yesterday. “The important thing
was that he didn’t get injured. The coach can’t be injuring
the players. “I have a new empathy for players recovering
from reconstructive surgery because it’s quite painful.
Maybe it is because I am a little bit older.”— AFP

Cheika tells

Wallabies to dream

big in Europe

Red Bull and Ferrari

mix it up again

in Mexico City

MEXICO CITY:  The Mexican Grand Prix threw more heat
into an already spicy rivalry between Red Bull and Ferrari.

Red Bull drivers Max Verstappen and Daniel Ricciardo
were both engaged in late-race duels with Ferrari’s
Sebastian Vettel that resulted in penalties, two drivers
being bumped from the podium and plenty of cursing.

All of it nearly overshadowed Lewis Hamilton’s critical
victory Sunday as he chases Mercedes teammate Nico
Rosberg for the season championship.

At the age of 19, Verstappen has stormed through his
second Formula One season with his first career victory,
five more podium finishes and aggressive moves that have
drawn complaints from other teams - notably Ferrari - and
safety warnings from race officials. That success helped
push Red Bull past Ferrari into second place in the team
championship, piling more frustration onto a disappoint-
ing season for the Italian team. The latest flare-ups started
when Vettel and Verstappen were battling for third in
Mexico City.

Vettel tried to pass Verstappen heading into a turn after
the long straight at the Autodromo  Hermanos Rodriguez.
Verstappen swung wide through the grass - similar to what
Hamilton did on the opening lap - and held position. Vettel
was furious that Verstappen made an illegal move. The Red
Bull team even advised Verstappen to yield position to the
Ferrari. Verstappen ignored the call. Vettel cursed in his car
radio and shouted, “He has to let me go! 

Move! Move for God’s sake!”
After the checkered flag, Vettel drove up beside

Verstappen and wagged his finger.  Verstappen responded
by shaking his fist.

The teenager went all the way to the podium-finisher’s
cool-down room before learning that race officials penal-
ized him five seconds for leaving the track and gaining an
advantage. Bumped to fifth, Verstappen stormed off as
Vettel was brought in for the post-race champagne cele-
bration. But Vettel’s smiles wouldn’t last.—AP

LOS ANGELES: From Colin Kaepernick’s boycott of the
US national anthem to LeBron James wearing a t-shirt to
protest the death of a black man at the hands of police,
US athletes are increasingly ready to make their voices
heard after years of relative silence. 

Three years ago, Kaepernick was starring at quarter-
back for the San Francisco 49ers in the Super Bowl. But it
was not until last month that the 28-year-old found him-
self afforded the accolade of landing on the cover of
Time magazine.

Kaepernick had triggered a passionate nationwide
debate after refusing to stand for “The Star Spangled
Banner” during the 49ers’ pre-season games, in order to
draw attention to social injustice and the treatment of
minorities by law enforcement agencies.

The quarterback’s decision to take to one knee during
the anthem was met with howls of outrage in many
quarters, with accusations that Kaepernick was guilty of
treason and disrespecting US military personnel.

Yet Kaepernick’s protest won a solid core of support
from many fellow current and former athletes, not least
from Tommie Smith, the sprinter who was sent home in
disgrace from the 1968 Olympic Games after his podium
“black power” salute along with compatriot John Carlos.

“He is being vilified in how he brings the truth out. I
support him because he is bringing the truth out,
regardless of how done,” Smith told USA Today.

“We must move and deal with these issues, we just
can’t sit back (...) there are a lot of battles to fight
because it’s a big long war.”

Kaepernick’s anthem protest has continued through-
out the season.  Other NFL players have chosen to show
their support for the 49ers star, notably the Los Angeles
Rams’ defensive end Robert Quinn, who raised a
clenched fist salute during the anthem before his team’s
game against the New York Giants in London on Sunday.

VISIBLE ACTIVISM 
The scattered protests are part of a trend towards

activism that has become increasingly visible in recent
years. In 2012, James led his then Miami Heat teammates
in a group pose all with tracksuit hoodies drawn up over
their heads.  The image was a protest against the killing
of black teenager Trayvon Martin earlier that year by a
neighborhood watch volunteer. The unarmed Martin, 17,
was wearing a hoodie when he was shot.

Two years later, James was among NBA players who
wore t-shirts bearing the message “I can’t breathe”-a ref-
erence to the final words of New York man Eric Garner
who died after being placed in a chokehold during a
confrontation with police. And now, ahead of the
November 8 presidential election, James has voiced his

clear support for Democrat Hillary Clinton.
“We are seeing a rebirth of the activist athletes. In the

60s and 70s, we saw some very prominent athletes like
Muhammad Ali, Billie Jean King and John Carlos speak-
ing up about the social issues of the day, about racial
injustice,” said Orin Starn, an anthropologist at Duke
University. “And then for the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s, we
had the rise of the corporate athlete, who was more
interested in endorsements, winning, being the best he
could be at the sport, his family, making some charitable
donations to an uncontroversial cause,” Starn added.

Michael Jordan, a six-time NBA champion with the
Chicago Bulls who helped power the global explosion in
popularity of basketball during the 1990s, has long-been
regarded as the archetypal corporate athlete.

He infamously once declared “Republicans buy sneak-
ers too” to justify his reluctance to campaign for a
Democrat in North Carolina. Los Angeles Lakers legend
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar decried Jordan’s position as “com-
merce over conscience.”

“Michael Jordan was focused on being the best bas-
ketball player ever and on his Nike endorsements,” Starn
told AFP.  “He sets the model, the template for a whole
generation of athletes, for the 1990s and in the 2000s.
Tiger Woods followed exactly the Michael Jordan model
in avoiding any kind of touchy social issues, focusing on
his golf game, and earning a lot of money on his corpo-
rate endorsements.”

‘LEBRON IS NO ALI’ 
By demonstrating his willingness to engage in social

issues, James has broken from Jordan’s carefully crafted
public image. In July, James took to the stage at the ESPY
Awards along with Carmelo Anthony, Chris Paul and
Dwyane Wade to protest police brutality, urging athletes
to take an active role in tackling injustice.

Despite the public pronouncements, Starn however
sees limits to the recent rise in athlete activism, noting
that James was not the kind of “political animal as Ali
was.” “For LeBron, sports come first; Ali gave up a heavy-
weight championship. I am not sure LeBron is ready to
leave the NBA as a protest on the killings of young black
people,” Starn said. “It’s terrific that LeBron has been out-
spoken, (but) activism is not yet the core of who he is.
“The new sport activism marks a dramatic change from
10-20 years ago but it is also really limited - it’s fired by
the Black Lives Matter movement ... it really remains to
be seen whether this new activism will go beyond that
particular issue.  “Is Colin Kaepernick going to inspire
other athletes to speak up about Syria, poverty in
America, the danger of a Trump presidency? That
remains an open question.” —AFP

Athlete activists make voices heard

SANTA CLARA: This file photo taken on October 22, 2016 shows Eric Reid #35 and Colin Kaepernick #7 of the
San Francisco 49ers kneeling in protest during the national anthem prior to their NFL game against the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, California. From Colin Kaepernick’s boycott of the US
national anthem to LeBron James wearing a t-shirt to protest the death of a black man at the hands of police,
US athletes are increasingly ready to make their voices heard after years of relative silence. — AFP

MEXICO CITY: Red Bull Racing’s Australian driver Daniel
Ricciardo, powers his car during the Formula One
Mexico Grand Prix at the Hermanos Rodriguez circuit in
Mexico City, on Sunday. —AP


