
MADRID: Real Madrid defender Pepe is likely to be out of action for a month
after suffering a thigh injury. The Portugal international was replaced during
the first half of Real’s 4-1 win at Alaves on Saturday.
“After tests carried out today on Pepe, he has
been diagnosed with a grade 2 muscle injury in
the femoral biceps of his left leg. His recovery
will continue to be monitored,” Real said in a
statement yesterday. The 33-year-old centre
back, who has started eight games in all
competitions for Real this season, is unlikely
to return before December, ruling him out of
six games, including the city derby at Atletico
Madrid on Nov. 19. He will also miss Portugal’s
World Cup qualifier at home to Latvia. La Liga
leaders Real play travel to Legia Warsaw in
the Champions League tomorrow. They
visit arch-rivals Barcelona in the
first Clasico of the season on
Dec. 4. —Reuters
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MANCHESTER: Liverpool midfielder Jordan Henderson says
it is too soon to talk about winning the title and the side
must keep their feet on the ground after Saturday’s 4-2 win
over Crystal Palace kept them hot on the heels of Premier
League leaders Manchester City. Liverpool, who won the
last of their 18 English league titles in 1990, are unbeaten in
eight league games and trail City and second-placed
Arsenal only on goal difference after 10 games. While their
impressive start has raised optimisim among their fans,
Henderson played down the title talk. “We’ve just got to
concentrate on our games,” the England international told
BT Sport. “We’re not getting ahead of ourselves. We’re focus-
ing on the game ahead and want to keep it game to game.”
Goals from Emre Can, Dejan Lovren, Joel Matip and Roberto
Firmino secured victory for Liverpool at Selhurst Park in a
vibrant attacking display. However, concerns remain over
their defence after James McArthur headed home twice to
keep Palace in the game. “It’s a difficult place to come,” said
the Liverpool skipper.—Reuters

Henderson plays 
down title talk

SYDNEY: Former Australia Test spinner Brad Hogg has revealed in a new book
that retirement and a marriage breakdown led him to contem-

plate ending his life. After seven Tests and being a key part of
Australia’s 2003 and 2007 winning World Cups, Hogg said he
had no other option than to initially retire from all forms of

cricket in 2007-08 in a bid to save his marriage to former wife
Andrea.  In his autobiography, “The Wrong ‘Un”, released yes-
terday, he details the depths he plummeted to in the next

three years when, with the marriage over, he turned to alcohol
and was unable to find contentment in an office job.  “I parked

my car at (Fremantle’s) Port Beach and went for a walk,” he
writes. “I’d stare at the sea and think, I could swim out

to that groyne (stone or concrete structure), and if I
make it back, fine. If I don’t make it back ...  well,
hard luck. “I was prepared to let fate decide. I was
in a really dark place. I did that drive four times.

And each time I thought about doing something
really drastic. —AFP

Hogg considered 
suicide: Book
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faces a month out

DUBAI: Nissan, the official global automotive
sponsor of the UEFA Champions League, has
confirmed Real Madrid C.F. winger, Gareth Bale,
and Manchester City F.C. striker, Sergio Aguero,
as the brand’s new global ambassadors and
Engineers of Excitement. 

As Nissan’s new global ambassadors, Bale and
Ag¸ero will help the Japanese car manufacturer
to bring football fans closer to the UEFA
Champions League action. They will play a piv-
otal role over the course of the season in excit-
ing fans, starting with a lead role in an exclusive
film created by Nissan. 

Showcasing their electrifying skills, the film
reveals the star players as they go head-to-head
in an intense and competitive rally. The
Engineers of Excitement challenge each other to
return the ball, and we see their precise shooting
technique and innovative skills up close as they
play the ball back and forth. You can watch the
film here: https://youtu.be/5J1gfSg2kvk 

On becoming Nissan’s new global ambassa-
dor, Gareth Bale said: “I’m thrilled to be working
with Nissan on their partnership with the UEFA
Champions League. Having won the tournament
twice with Real Madrid C.F. the competition is
very special to me and I know it takes a tremen-
dous amount of hard work to win. It is one of the
most exciting competition in the world, and I’m
looking forward to sharing that excitement with
the fans.”

Sergio Aguero added his excitement to be
working with Nissan: “I’m very happy to be work-
ing with Nissan. The UEFA Champions League is
such an exciting tournament which features

some of the best teams, players and managers in
the game. The week-in-week-out drama on and
off the pitch makes it a great competition to be a
part of as a player, and to watch as a fan.”

Speaking to Nissan, the official global auto-
motive sponsor of the UEFA Champions League,
Sergio Aguero revealed Manchester City F.C. has
learnt a lot from their UEFA Champions League
campaign last season: “Obviously you learn new
things every year and above all in you acquire
experience, what it really means to play those
games in the Last Sixteen, Last Eight and obvi-
ously in the Semi-Final. I hope this year we can
continue on the same path.”

The Argentine striker also said that he and his
Manchester City F.C. team-mates have big aspi-
rations for this season, and stated they want to
make it as far as possible in the competition:
“Let’s hope we can make it as far as possible.
Obviously it’s not easy but we have a great
team.”  The star striker certainly didn’t rule out
reaching the Final this season, commenting on
the investments and changes made at
Manchester City F.C.: “Our goal is to reach the
Final, because the club invested a lot in hiring
players, and a new project, with new managers.”

Nevertheless Aguero admitted it may not be
achievable this season: “The UEFA Champions
League isn’t easy, but we are working. I don’t
know whether it will be this year or the next one,
but we are working on winning our first title.”                          

Whilst in-form Real Madrid C.F. winger, Gareth
Bale, revealed his team’s desire to make history
in the UEFA Champions League this season, as
they look to become the first team ever to win

back-to-back titles: “I think the whole team
believes that we can win the UEFA Champions
League again. There’s no reason why not, we’ve
done it before. We’re fully focused on that task
this season, and we’ll be doing everything we
can to win the trophy again and hopefully make
history.” Although Bale admitted they’ll need a
little luck to secure their twelfth UEFA
Champions League title, and retain their status
as European champions: “It’s difficult to win the
UEFA Champions League anyway, so to win it
two times in a row obviously it’s even more diffi-
cult. There’s a lot of amazing teams playing and
you need that bit of luck. But we’ve done it the
once now, we have a chance to make history
and hopefully we can do that.

“Obviously Real Madrid C.F. is known for win-
ning Champion’s Leagues. It’s what the club is
about and we all know how important it is, not
just to the players but to the fans also. We’ll be
trying our best for everybody involved to try and
defend the title and get our twelfth UEFA
Champions League.”

Jean-Pierre Diernaz, Vice President for
Marketing, Nissan Europe commented: “We are
absolutely delighted to welcome Bale and
Aguero to the Nissan family, as our new ambas-
sadors and Engineers of Excitement. As part of
the UEFA Champions League partnership, we
wanted to work with ambassadors that demon-
strate and share our same principles of innova-
tion and excitement. Why them? Because like
Nissan they are challenging convention, are true
innovators of the game and every time that step
on that pitch they deliver excitement to fans.”

Gareth Bale Sergio Ag¸ero

Nissan unveils UEFA Champions League stars 
Bale and Aguero as new global ambassadors

KUWAIT: In preparation for ‘Gulf Bank
642 Marathon’, training sessions are
being organized every week in Mishref
Walkway at 7:30pm. This is a chance to
train your body’s 642 muscles as a step
closer to the big day. 

Every Tuesday at 7:30 pm, a group of
enthusiasts gathers and runs the Mishref
Walkway as part of their training before
the kickoff of the ‘Gulf Bank 642
Marathon’ which will  be held on
Saturday 19 November 2016, starting in
Souq Sharq. 

‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon’ is made for
every individual who wants to experi-
ence a run, touring through the beauti-
ful landmarks of Kuwait. From challeng-
ing athletes to beginners and even fami-
lies, this Marathon caters to everyone.  In
order to appeal to all levels and age
groups, we have four different dis-

tances/categories:
* Family Fun Walk/Run (5KM)
* Souq Run for regular runners (10KM)
* Half Marathon for more advanced run-
ners (21KM)
* Full Marathon (42KM)

The ‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon’ remains
only road race in Kuwait to have three of
its longer distance race categories accred-
ited by the Association of International
Marathons and Distance Races (AIMS) and
the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF Athletics), meaning
that those races appeared in the interna-
tional calendar of races.  To find out more
about the Gulf Bank 642 Marathon, visit
the dedicated website at: www.gulf-
bank642marathon.com or its Instagram
account GulfBank642.  The number 642
represent the number of muscles in the
human body.

Gulf Bank 642 marathon: 
Get yourself ready!

Kuwait Banks Club League 2016-17 inaugurated in grand style

KUWAIT: Kuwait Cricket, the official controlling
body of cricket activities in Kuwait and Kuwait
Banks Club jointly inaugurated the Kuwait Banks
club league cricket tournament for the season
2016-17 at the newly designed Sulaibiya turf
ground. 

This is the 5th successive year that the KBC
trophy, designed exclusively for bank teams has
been played at Sulaibiya ground and the color-
ful ceremony was attended by eminent cricket
personalities of Kuwait. 

Kuwait Banks Club’s Incharge of cricket
Mahmood Bastaki, Chief guest on the occasion
flanked by Hussein Sayed  of KBC,  Asad Baig,
Director General, Kuwait Cricket, Iqbal Vanoo,
Deputy Chairman, Kuwait Cricket Council,
Sameer Desai ,  Director,  Coaching and
Mehaboob Khan Pathan, Director, Women’s
cricket cut a cake to declare the tournament
open. 

Kuwait Women’s team and Kuwait U 19 boys’
team thronged the occasion to witness the inau-
gural match played between KFH & ABK which
was won by KFH in a commanding manner.

Later in the day, Burgan Bank prevailed over
CBK, while KIB fought back valiantly to notch a
win over Gulf Bank. 

Kuwait U-19 boys were presented with par-
ticipation certificates for their commendable
performance in the recently concluded ICC
World Cup Asia region qualifier. 

Murali Kutticode, Director, Junior & Corporate
cricket was the Master of ceremony and he
thanked KBC for their support as well as all the
sponsoring bank teams to the likes of Boubyan
Bank, National Bank of Kuwait, Ahli United Bank
and Ahli Bank of Kuwait for their contribution to
the success of banking league tournaments. 

The captains of all the 9 bank teams such as
Ahli United Bank, Ahli Bank of Kuwait, Burgan
Bank, Boubyan Bank, Commercial Bank, Kuwait
Finance House, Kuwait International Bank, Gulf
Bank and National Bank attended the photo-
graph session.   Senior off icials of Kuwait
Umpires panel Irfan Adil, Farid Dalwai, Abdul
Qayum, Naveen D’souza, Gerald, Sajjad officiat-
ed the matches of the day along with Nalin who
did the online scoring.


