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Syria’s five-year war has been a major fault line for
Lebanon’s political class, and analysts have warned
Aoun’s election will not be a “magic wand” for divisions
that have long plagued parliamentarians. The next chal-
lenge will be forming a government, which is expected
to take months of wrangling. Presidential media office
chief Rafic Chlala said consultations to name a prime
minister would begin tomorrow morning, with an
announcement expected at noon Thursday. 

It remains unclear if Lebanon’s perpetually ineffectu-
al political class can solve key problems such as a trash
crisis that has seen rubbish pile up in open dumps. The
parliament that elected Aoun has twice extended its
own mandate, avoiding elections, because of disagree-
ments over a new electoral law. Aoun had long eyed the
presidency, and his candidacy was backed from the
beginning by Shiite movement Hezbollah, his ally since
a surprise rapprochement in 2006.

But the key to clinching the post was the shock sup-
port of two of his greatest rivals: Christian Lebanese
Forces leader Samir Geagea and Sunni former premier
Saad Hariri. Hariri, expected to be appointed prime min-
ister, said his endorsement was necessary to “protect
Lebanon, protect the (political) system, protect the state
and protect the Lebanese people”.

Hariri and Geagea both oppose Syria’s Bashar Al-
Assad, while Hezbollah and its allies have supported
Damascus, also dispatching fighters to bolster its forces.
That feud left lawmakers repeatedly unable to reach con-
sensus on the presidency, a post reserved for a Maronite
Christian and elected by parliament. After taking the
oath, Aoun rode in a convoy of black cars to the presiden-
tial palace in Baabda, east of Beirut, where his wife and
three daughters were waiting to congratulate him.

In Beirut’s majority-Christian neighborhood of
Ashrafiyeh, revellers launched fireworks and loosed vol-
leys of celebratory gunfire. The atmosphere in Jdeideh
outside Beirut was one of untrammelled joy, with thou-
sands honking car horns and popping bottles of cham-
pagne. “I’m so happy. After 25 years our dream has
come true,” said 33-year-old accountant Giselle

Tammam.
European Union diplomatic chief Federica Mogherini

said Aoun’s election “opens the way for all political par-
ties to now engage in constructive dialogue” to address
the needs of Lebanese citizens.  Iran “congratulated” the
Lebanese people, calling the election “an important
step to entrench democracy and ensure Lebanon’s sta-
bility”. Syria’s Al-Watan daily, which is close to the gov-
ernment, said the election represents “the triumph of
the resistance, of Syria and its allies”. 

In addition to promises of economic growth and
security, Aoun said Lebanon’s government must work to
ensure Syrian refugees “can return quickly” to their
neighboring homeland. The influx of more than one
million Syrian refugees has tested the country’s limited
resources, already strained by hundreds of thousands of
displaced Palestinians who live in squalid and often law-
less camps.

Lebanon’s 127 lawmakers took nearly two hours to
elect Aoun, who failed to secure a two-thirds majority in
the first round, triggering a second. The second round
was repeated twice, after 128 ballots - exceeding the
number of MPs - were cast. At times the session threat-
ened to descend into farce, with votes cast for pop star
Myriam Klink and “Zorba the Greek”.

Other lawmakers, including from speaker Nabih
Berri’s bloc, cast blank ballots in protest at the horse-
trading that secured Aoun’s candidacy. “A blank ballot is
an objection to the way things were done,” MP Ali Khreis
told AFP before the vote. “This country doesn’t run on
bilateral or trilateral agreements - we believe in dia-
logue.”

But Aoun eventually secured 83 votes, far more than
the 50-percent-plus-one majority needed for a second-
round victory. After announcing Aoun’s win, Berri said
the election “should be a beginning, not an end”. “This
parliament is ready to extend its hand to lift up
Lebanon,” he said. Christian politician Sleiman Franjieh -
a childhood friend of Syria’s Assad and Berri’s favored
candidate - said he “respected the result”. “We’ll see
what is proposed to us for the government,” he tweet-
ed, hinting at a potential ministerial post as a consola-
tion prize. —  Agencies 
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remained lacking without it becoming effective. He said
that if he gets elected, he plans to submit another grilling of
the new justice minister over the same issue.

Former opposition MP and election candidate Al-Saifi Al-
Saifi yesterday strongly criticized the government for revok-
ing the citizenship of several opposition figures, saying that
the government had done a great injustice to several
Kuwaiti families. He said that the government had revoked
the citizenships through a decision and can restore them
also through a decision. Saifi said the opposition does not
plan to create tensions with the government, but if it does
not restore those citizenships, he vowed the opposition law-
makers will not remain silent, adding that “we will not rest
until the citizenships were returned”.

The former lawmaker warned over the possibility of the

government rigging the election like what it did way back in
1967 or by funding some candidates. Saifi called on Kuwaiti
voters to take part in the coming election in large numbers
in order to ensure that the best people are elected to serve
the country and citizens.

Former MP Nasser Al-Marri, running from the fifth district,
said the government is looking for a flexible Assembly in a
bid to pass its harsh austerity program, adding the dangers
of random decisions are greater than those resulting from
the fall in oil prices. He held the government responsible for
the deterioration in the economic situation and said citizens
should not be made to bear the results of its mistakes. He
said that economic reforms should start from the govern-
ment and wealthy people and not from low-income sec-
tions. Marri said that “touristic” medical treatment abroad in
the past few years cost KD 1.48 billion, which is enough to
build several hospitals in the country.

Qudhaibi claims govt protecting corrupt...

ABU DHABI: A top Emirati court yesterday sentenced seven
people to up to life in prison after convicting them of form-
ing a cell linked to Lebanon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah move-
ment, state media said. One Emirati national and two
Lebanese men were given life sentences, while an Iraqi and
another Lebanese man were jailed for 15 years each, accord-
ing to state news agency WAM. An Egyptian woman and
another Emirati man were each jailed for 10 years, it said.

The charges included “passing classified information
about a governmental department to Lebanon’s Hezbollah
(group) and for the benefit of a foreign country,” WAM said.
The defendants were also accused of passing information
about “oil production in one of the emirates as well as maps
of oil and gas fields,” it said. They were also charged with
“forming and managing an international group belonging
to the (Hezbollah) party without a license from the govern-
ment,” it added.

The trial at the state security court was attended by some

of the defendants’ family members, as well as lawyers and
representatives of local media, WAM said. The foreign press
is not usually given access to state security trials. The Arab
League and the Gulf Cooperation Council in March declared
Hezbollah a “terrorist” group over the movement’s backing
for the Syrian regime. Hezbollah is fighting in Syria in sup-
port of the government of President Bashar Al-Assad against
opponents including Gulf-backed rebels.

In another hearing, the court jailed an Emirati man for
seven years for “fighting with a terrorist group in Syria”, The
National daily reported. His sister, 34, was sentenced to five
years and fined 500,000 dirhams ($136,240) for posting
insulting tweets against the state, the paper said. The 24-
year-old was found guilty of joining the Ahrar Al-Sham
Islamist group in Syria in 2013 and receiving military train-
ing. His lawyer said he had gone to war-ravaged Syria only
to retrieve the body of his father who was killed while fight-
ing for the group, the paper said.— AFP 

UAE jails seven for 
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RABAT: Moroccan authorities were promising yester-
day to investigate the death of a fish seller whose
crushing in a rubbish truck sparked widespread
demonstrations. Mouhcine Fikri, 31, was crushed to
death on Friday in the truck in the northern city of Al-
Hoceima as he reportedly tried to protest against
authorities seizing and destroying his wares. His death
in the Rif - an ethnically Berber region long neglected
under the former king and at the heart of a 2011
protest movement for reform - has triggered outrage
in other cities including the capital Rabat.

Thousands attended Fikri’s funeral in Al-Hoceima
yesterday after an image of his inert body - head and
arm sticking out from under the lorry’s crushing mech-
anism - went viral on social media. The gruesome
image was splashed across the front page of newspa-
pers yesterday alongside photos of the protests - in Al-
Hoceima as well as in smaller Rif towns, but also in
Casablanca, Marrakesh and Rabat.

“Morocco is in shock. The horrific death of the fish
seller has caused tears in the Rif and outrage among
Moroccans,” the daily Akhbar Alyoum said. Images on
social media showed hundreds of high school students
protesting in Al-Hoceima yesterday morning. Autopsy
results quoted by the media yesterday showed “frac-
tures of the five first ribs left and right” and reported
death from “hemorrhagic shock after a chest wound.”

The circumstances of the fishmonger’s death have
remained unclear. But a human rights activist said on
Sunday that the authorities had forced the fishmonger
to destroy several boxes of swordfish, which it is illegal
to catch using driftnets. Fikri threw himself in the truck
after his goods were crushed by the machine, Fassal
Aoussar from the Moroccan Association of Human
Rights (AMDH) said.

Interior Minister Mohamed Hassad late on Sunday
vowed that an investigation would be held to “deter-
mine the exact circumstances of the tragedy and pun-

ish those responsible”. He said authorities found “a
large quantity of swordfish” in his car at a police check-
point and “a decision was taken to destroy the illegal
goods”. “All questions are about what happened after
that,” he said. “We cannot accept officials acting in
haste, anger or in conditions that do not respect peo-
ple’s rights.”

It was the self-immolation of a street vendor in
Tunisia in late 2010 in protest at police harassment that
sparked Tunisia’s revolution and the Arab Spring upris-
ings across the rest of the region the next year. The
AMDH on Sunday warned of a “possible repeat” of the
2011 protests in the Rif, just a week before Morocco
starts hosting international climate talks. King
Mohammed VI ordered a “thorough and exhaustive
investigation” into Fikri’s death and the “prosecution of
whoever is found responsible”, the interior ministry said.

The king - who was in Zanzibar at the weekend on a
tour of East Africa - sent the interior minister to “present
his condolences” to Fikri’s family, it said. Morocco is due
to host the COP22 climate talks in Marrakesh from Nov
7 to 18. Prime Minister Abdelilah Benkirane released a
statement Saturday presenting his condolences over
Fikri’s death, but urging members and supporters of his
party to refrain from participating in protests.

“People are really pissed off, and can’t keep being
silent anymore,” said Abdellah Lefnatsa, a union leader
from a leftwing movement among the more than
1,000 people protesting in front of the Parliament in
the capital, Rabat. He claimed that students, workers
and activists have died because of police violence in
recent years. Rachid Hilali, a technology project man-
ager at the Rabat protest, said, “To me what happened
in Al Hoceima should not happen in 2016. This way of
killing people by the police, our grandfathers are used
to it, but we should not be used to this. We cannot
accept this kind of treatment anymore.” Such protests
are rare in Morocco. — Agencies 

RABAT: With graphic posters and signs, thousands of Moroccans protest on Sunday against the death of fish seller
Mouhcine Fikri on Friday in the northern city of Hoceima.— AP  
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