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TOKYO: Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it ’s . . .
Deliveryman! A mystery crime-fighting superhero is
striking fear into the hearts of Japan’s criminals
after bravely foiling an ‘armed’ hold-up by a pair of
yakuza gangsters, local media reported. When the
mobsters waved a replica gun in the face of the 38-
year-old courier in an attempt to steal a luxury
watch, they got more than they bargained for. The
intrepid deliveryman-whose true identity, in the
best superhero tradition, remains unknown-
snatched the fake weapon and forcibly took back

the package, according to Tokyo police.
Suspects Yusuke Kodama, 32, and Hidekazu Oba,

35, both gang members from the Matsuba-kai
crime syndicate, were arrested on suspicion of
attempted extortion, the Metropolitan Police
Department said. Oba had ordered an $8,000 Rolex
wristwatch but when the beefy deliveryman arrived
and handed it over the two mobsters staged a fight
to avoid paying up, telling the courier: “You had
better get out of here.”

Rather then flee in terror, however, the delivery-

man overpowered them before calling the police. A
police spokesperson confirmed that Oba had con-
fessed to the crime, saying: “The deliveryman was
too tough, we were no match for him.”Japan’s
yakuza, who are notorious for their strict codes of
conduct, are facing increased resistance from not
only police but ordinary citizens, who are under
pressure to shun the mobs or be named and
shamed.  

In recent years, laws have been passed to put
the squeeze on firms who do business with the

yakuza, famous for removing their own pinkies as a
sacrifice for offending their bosses. Tougher anti-
gang laws and years of economic stagnation have
seen the number of active mobsters drop to around
53,000, from 80,000 in 2009, according to the
national police agency. 

The yakuza, who are not outlawed but regulated
and monitored, depend largely on drug trafficking,
loan sharking and protection rackets for their
income, although they also run legitimate enter-
prises.— AFP 

Crime-busting deliveryman foils Japan mobsters

FORT LAUDERDALE: Hillary Clinton battled to
contain renewed FBI focus on her emails Sunday
as Donald Trump blitzed western states in the
tightening race for the White House. Nine days
before the vote, the 69-year-old former secretary
of state hit the campaign trail hard in the battle-
ground state of Florida. Clinton blazed through
brunch at an Irish pub, an African-American
Baptist church, a soul food restaurant, an early
voting site and a rally at a gay nightclub.

Much of her two-day visit to the Sunshine
State focused on encouraging early voting.
Clinton says a record 200 million Americans have
registered to vote, 20 million of whom have
already done so. But her campaign was jolted
when FBI boss James Comey announced Friday
that his agents are reviewing a newly discovered
trove of emails, resurrecting an issue Clinton had
hoped was behind her. The nominee’s response
has been to hit out at Comey’s move as “deeply
troubling” and to rally supporters to get out and
vote, turning the tables on Trump by branding
him as unfit to lead the nation.

“When you’re knocked down, what matters is
whether you get up again,” she told a packed
LGBT rally at a gay nightclub in Wilton Manors,
just outside Fort Lauderdale. “With Donald, it’s
always Donald Trump first and everyone else
last. He abuses his power, he games the system
and doesn’t care who is left holding the bag,” she
added. Allegations Clinton put the United States
at risk by using a private email server while sec-
retary of state were thrust back into the spot-
light Friday when Comey revealed a renewed FBI
probe into the matter based on a previously
unknown trove of emails. Trump-himself under
fire for alleged sexual impropriety and facing
misconduct allegations from 12 women-has
gleefully seized upon Comey’s move in an
attempt to offset his own trailing in most polls.

Law broken?
The Republican campaigned hard Sunday,

attending church in Las Vegas, before leading
three rallies in Nevada, Colorado and
Albuquerque, New Mexico, whipping up his sup-
port base against Clinton. “We all know about
Hillary’s mounting legal troubles, that she has
brought onto herself with her serial, wilful, pur-
poseful and deliberate criminal conduct,” he told
the crowed in New Mexico. “Hillary Clinton is not
the victim, you the American people are the vic-
tims of this corrupt system in every single way
and folks this is your last chance to save it,” he
said to chants of “lock her up.” The 70-year-old
tycoon repeatedly has described her email issue

as “the single biggest scandal since Watergate”-
the wrongdoing that brought down Republican
president Richard Nixon in 1974.

The Clinton campaign has reacted with fury
to Comey’s move, demanding that he explain in
detail why he had effectively reopened an
inquiry declared complete in July. “It was long
on innuendo, short on facts,” Clinton’s campaign
chairman John Podesta told CNN. The US
Senate’s top Democrat told the FBI chief that
through “partisan actions, you may have broken
the law.” “As soon as you came into possession of
the slightest innuendo related to secretary
Clinton, you rushed to publicize it in the most
negative light possible,” Senate Minority Leader
Harry Reid said in a statement. While the candi-
date looking to make history as America’s first
female president remains the overwhelming
favorite, polls are narrowing.

Reported FBI warrant 
An ABC News/Washington Post survey put

the Democratic presidential candidate just one
point ahead of her Republican challenger. In
Florida-a must-win state for the tycoon-Trump
overcame a one-point deficit in September to
enjoy a four-point lead, according to a New York
Times Upshot/Siena College Research Institute

poll. According to US media, the probe was
renewed after agents seized a laptop used by
Clinton’s close aide, Huma Abedin, and her now
estranged husband, Anthony Weiner. The dis-
graced former congressman who resigned in
2011 after sending explicit online messages is
under investigation over allegations he sent sex-
ual overtures to a 15-year-old girl.  The
Washington Post wrote late Sunday that it
learned from one US official that the total num-
ber of emails recovered in the Weiner investiga-
tion is close to 650,000 - although not all of
them are relevant to the Clinton investigation. 

US networks reported Sunday that the FBI
had obtained a warrant to search the emails.
According to CNN, discovery of the emails
occurred weeks ago although the FBI did not
reveal the matter until Friday. Trump’s campaign
manager Kellyanne Conway lashed out at
Clinton. “She just has to call her friend and confi-
dante Huma Abedin and say tell us what’s in the
emails, tell us what’s on the devices that you
shared with your pedophile husband,” Conway
told Fox News. Clinton’s campaign has been
overshadowed from the start by the scandal, but
experts believe the FBI is unlikely to make signif-
icant progress before election day and few
expect her to face charges. —AFP 

Hillary Clinton fends off FBI 
email fallout; polls narrow

Warrant to search newly found emails obtained by FBI

NEW YORK: US Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton arrives to board her campaign
plane at the Westchester County Airport in White Plains, New York yesterday. — AFP 

WOODBRIDGE: Ly Truong Xuan, 72, watches as his wife Kim Ha-Ly, 67, makes Ca phe
(Vietnamese coffee) in their Woodbridge, Va. Vietnamese and other Asian-Americans
have shifted from being majority Republican supporters to overwhelmingly
Democrat. — AP 

FALLS CHURCH: At a shopping plaza in the
Washington suburbs, the flag of the long-
defunct South Vietnam flies beside the
Stars and Stripes. Former refugees who
congregate there hold fast to their roots,
but their political allegiances are changing.
Though they are regarded as the most con-
servative of Asian-American voters, the
Vietnamese are increasingly shifting their
support to Democrats. 

That reflects a broader shift among
Asian-Americans from being majority
Republican supporters to overwhelmingly
Democrat. Donald Trump’s polarizing rhet-
oric on issues like immigration could accel-
erate the trend. That shift could have an
effect on the presidential race. Though
Asian-Americans represent only about 4
percent of the electorate and tend to have
low turnout, they are a potentially signifi-
cant bloc in battleground states like
Nevada, Pennsylvania and Virginia.

Asian-Americans comprise an array of
ethnic nationalities: Chinese, Indians,
Filipinos, Koreans, Japanese and others.
Most of the Vietnamese arrived after the
communist takeover of their homeland in
1975 and have settled mainly in California
and Texas. But there’s a significant number
in Fairfax County - a district in northern
Virginia where nearly one-fifth of the popu-
lation is of Asian origin. At the Eden Center,
a plaza of Vietnamese shops and restau-
rants, seniors who once supported the
Republican Party for being strong on
national security and fighting communism
are increasingly leaning Democrat - as their
more progressive children who were born
in America tend to do. Former teacher Kim-
Ha Ly, 67, recounted that when she migrat-
ed to the US in the early 1990s, she voted
Republican like her husband who had
arrived as a refugee one decade earlier. But
she changed to the Democrats because she
said that party was more in tune with the
priorities of immigrants. In this election,
she is volunteering for a group called
Vietnamese-American Women for Hillary.

‘Bad behavior’
“If we vote Democrat we can build a fair-

er and better country,” she said.  Her hus-
band, Xuan Ly, 72, an electrical engineer
who was interned in a camp after the com-
munist takeover and later fled the country
by boat, is now Democrat too. As the cou-
ple watched a non-partisan voter registra-
tion event in the plaza’s parking lot, where
activists were urging fellow Asian
Americans to become politically engaged,
Xuan spoke dismissively of Trump’s “bad
behavior” and lack of government experi-
ence. There’s still a diversity of political out-

look among Asian-Americans, with
Vietnamese, Chinese and Filipinos, for
example, viewed as more conservative
than Indians and Koreans. 

But Karthick Ramakrishnan, director of
the National Asian American Survey, said
that Asian-Americans, broadly speaking,
back a liberal agenda supporting more
social spending and universal health care.
Taeku Lee, a professor of political science
and law at University of California, said
there has been a change over time from
Vietnamese viewing politics through “a
post-Cold war lens” where strength in for-
eign policy was especially important to
focusing more on domestic issues like edu-
cation and health care. That makes them
more likely to vote Democratic, even if they
don’t have a strong allegiance to the party.

Today, Asian-Americans are often per-
ceived as high achievers, but language and
cultural barriers persist. In the 2012 elec-
tion, turnout by Asian-American voters was
just 47 percent - 17 percentage points less
than the turnout among non-Hispanic
white voters, according to a Census Bureau
survey. Still, it is one of the fastest-growing
segments of the electorate. Hillary Clinton’s
campaign is running multi-lingual phone
banks and sending volunteers from neigh-
boring states to help out in battlegrounds
like Nevada and Pennsylvania. The Clinton
website carries campaign material in 11
Asian languages: Cambodian, Chinese,
Gujarati, Hindi, Korean, Tagalog, Tamil,
Telugu, Thai, Urdu and Vietnamese.

The Republican party has also stepped
up outreach to Asian-Americans to reverse
a generation of Democratic gains. When Bill
Clinton was elected president in 1992 he
won just 31 percent of the Asian vote.
When President Barack Obama was re-
elected in 2012, he won 73 percent.  “I’m a
big believer that the core beliefs of a lot of
Asian-American communities are similar to
the Republican Party’s core principals,” said
Jason Chung, who leads the Republican
outreach effort and cited as evidence an
even split between the parties for the Asian
vote in 2014 congressional elections.

Trump’s hard line on immigration is like-
ly to be a significant turn-off to that same
constituency, as could allegations of inap-
propriate conduct toward women.
Staunch Republican voter Hong Nguyen,
66, a former service member of the South
Vietnam air force, is undeterred. He’s back-
ing Trump to be strong on defense, immi-
gration and the economy.  He said the
groping allegations against Trump won’t
alter that.  “It happened a long time ago,”
Nguyen said. “Why did these women wait
10, 15 years to talk?”— AP 

Asian-American voters 
turning Democrats

MADRID: Spain’s conservative
leader Mariano Rajoy was sworn in
yesterday for a second term as
prime minister, bringing a close to
10 months of political limbo. “I
swear to faithfully fulfill the obliga-
tions of prime minister and to show
loyalty to the king,” Rajoy said with
his hand on the Spanish constitu-
tion, at a ceremony attended by
King Felipe VI and broadcast live on
national television.  Rajoy, leader of
the conservative Popular Party (PP),
is set to spend the next three days
forming a new cabinet for his hard-
won minority government. A senior
party source said he was staying
tight-lipped about his cabinet picks,
planning to notify ministers of their
new jobs “a half-hour before”.  The
comeback follows a victorious con-
fidence vote in parliament on
Saturday only possible because
Spain’s Socialists (PSOE) decided to
abstain and not vote against him.

Still it is clear that Rajoy faces
unprecedented opposition as Spain
grapples with painful economic
reforms and resurgent Catalan sep-
aratism. When the PP ruled from
2011 to 2015, it enjoyed an
absolute majority in parliament.
Now, it must govern with 137 of
350 MPs, meaning that it will have
to negotiate with the upstart cen-
trist Ciudadanos, Basque and
Catalan nationalists, and the main
opposition Socialists on every bill it
seeks to pass. Rajoy, 61, has been at
the helm of a provisional govern-
ment without full powers for nearly
a year following inconclusive elec-
tions in December 2015 in which
the PP lost its absolute majority,
despite coming first. New elections
in June once again failed to pro-
duce a clear winner.

Budget headache 
Rajoy is expected to name his

new cabinet Thursday, with several
ministers approaching retirement
age set to depart, including Interior
Minister Jorge Fernandez Diaz, a
controversial figure for his efforts to
tighten the legal noose on Catalan
separatists. Defense Minister Pedro
Morenes and Foreign Minister Jose
Manuel Garcia Margallo could also
lose their jobs.Rajoy’s first daunting
task after that will be to submit a
budget to parliament for approval
after a delay of several months-cer-
tain to be a headache given his lack
of a parliamentary majority.

If Rajoy persuades enough MPs
to back-or not oppose-his taxation
and spending plans, he will still face
scrutiny from the European Union
which will want to know how Spain
will reduce its structural deficit to
below three percent of GDP for
2017.  But it may prove impossible
for Rajoy to secure enough parlia-
mentary support while meeting the

terms laid down by Brussels. To
slash the deficit Rajoy will either
have to cut spending by 5.5 billion
euros ($6 billion) - angering the left
on whose support he may depend
to get the budget passed-or hike
taxes, which could in term anger
businesses and jeopardize invest-
ment.

Spain has the second highest
unemployment rate in the EU-sec-
ond only to Greece-at 18.9 percent,
which coupled with a pensions cri-
sis threatens fragile growth.
Alongside the economy, Rajoy will
be forced to grasp the thorny issue
of Catalonia, Spain’s wealthy north-
eastern region where an independ-
ence movement has gathered pace
since he first came to power in
2011. Catalan regional president
Carles Puigdemont has vowed to
press ahead with an independence
referendum next year if Madrid
refuses to negotiate. — AFP 

LEEDEY: A massive, weeklong manhunt for
a suspect in a string of violent crimes,
including the killing of two relatives, the
shooting of three law enforcement officers
and multiple carjackings, has ended in a
police chase and shootout that left the
man dead in western Oklahoma.
Authorities believe Michael Dale Vance Jr
posted two Facebook Live videos Oct 24
documenting his run from police, although
he had been silent since then. 

An Oklahoma state trooper shot and
killed Vance late Sunday near Leedey, 130
miles northwest of Oklahoma City and 45
miles north of where he was last seen a
week earlier. Earlier Sunday, Vance shot and
wounded a Dewey County officer and fled
in a car, according to Dave Turk, spokesman
for the US Marshals Service in Washington,
DC, which participated in the manhunt.

Officers pursued Vance for about half an
hour when he was approached by an
Oklahoma state trooper. “There was an
exchange of gunfire between the state
trooper and the subject, and the subject
was killed,” Turk said. Oklahoma Highway
Patrol Chief Ricky Adams described the

shootout as “pretty dramatic.” “We pinned
him down,” Adams told The Oklahoman
newspaper. “He’s dead ... It was an extreme-
ly good job of police work by every agency
involved.” Vance was wanted on multiple
charges, including two counts of first-
degree murder. The hunt began after he
shot and wounded two police officers on
Oct. 23 in Wellston, 35 miles northeast of
Oklahoma City, authorities said.

Vance, 38, was suspected of shooting a
woman and stealing her vehicle at a mobile
home park near Wellston, then driving
about 8 miles to his relatives’ mobile home
in Luther and killing them. Ronald Everett
Wilkson, 55, had been shot and had stab
wounds to his neck “consistent with an
attempt to sever his head,” an arrest affi-
davit said. 

Valerie Kay Wilkson, 54, had similar neck
wounds along with defensive wounds on
her arms, the affidavit stated. Just days lat-
er, Oklahoma County Sheriff John Whetsel
indicated to the AP that authorities were at
a loss as to where Vance might be, saying
he “could be anywhere from California to
Mexico to Florida.”— AP 

Oklahoma’s manhunt ends 
with murder suspect dead

Spain PM Rajoy sworn in; New battles loom 

MADRID: Spain’s newly re-elected Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy (left) waits to swear an oath as President of the General Council of the Judiciary
and the Supreme Court Carlos Lesmes Serrano, President of Constitutional Tribunal Francisco Perez de los Cobos, president of the Senate of
Spain Pio Garcia-Escudero, Spanish president of the Spanish congress Ana Pastor, Spain’s King Felipe VI, and Spanish Minister of Justice Rafael
Catala look on during a royal decree ceremony at the Zarzuela Palace in Madrid yesterday. —AFP 


