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ISTANBUL: Turkish police detained the
editor and a dozen senior staff from the
main secularist opposition newspaper
yesterday, a day after 10,000 more civil
servants were sacked over suspected
links to a failed July coup. Turkey’s crack-
down since rogue soldiers tried to seize
power on July 15 has alarmed Western
allies and rights groups, who fear
President Tayyip Erdogan is using the
coup attempt to crush dissent. More
than 110,000 people have been sacked
or suspended and 37,000 arrested over
the past three and a half months.

The Istanbul prosecutor’s office said
the staff from the Cumhuriyet daily, one
of few media outlets still  critical of
Erdogan, were suspected of committing
crimes on behalf of Kurdish militants
and the network of Fethullah Gulen, a
US-based cleric. Turkey accuses Gulen of
orchestrating the coup attempt, in
which he denies any involvement.
Cumhuriyet said on its website that 12
of its staff had been detained and some
had their laptops seized from their
homes. Footage showed one writer,
Aydin Engin, 75, being ushered by plain
clothes police into a hospital for medical
checks. Asked by reporters to comment
on his detention, Engin said: “I work for
Cumhuriyet, isn’t that enough?”

The government has said its measures
are justified by the threat posted to the
state by the coup attempt, in which more
than 240 people were killed. Erdogan says

the crackdown is crucial for “cleansing” the
state apparatus of Gulenist influence. “An
investigation was launched...due to alle-
gations and assessments that shortly
before the attempted coup, material was
published justifying the coup,” the prose-
cutor’s office said. On Sunday, 10,000 civil
servants were dismissed and 15 more
media outlets ordered closed over sus-
pected links to Gulen’s network and mili-
tant groups. A court also jailed, pending
trial, the co-mayors of the largely Kurdish
city of Diyarbakir.

‘Comical situation’
Before turning himself in, veteran car-

toonist Musa Kart told reporters outside
the Cumhuriyet’s offices that he was not
frightened by the crackdown. “This is a
comical situation. I would like to say that
you won’t be able to frighten anyone
with pressure. It is not possible for peo-
ple with a conscience to accept this. You
can’t explain this to the world. I am
being detained solely for drawing carica-
tures,” he said. Cumhuriyet’s previous
editor, Can Dundar, was jailed last year
for publishing state secrets involving
Turkey’s support for Syrian rebels. The
case sparked censure from rights groups
and Western governments worried
about worsening human rights in Turkey
under Erdogan. Cumhuriyet said
Dundar, who was freed in February and
is now abroad, was one of those facing
arrest. — Reuters
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SHURA: Iraqi federal policemen stood over the
corpse of an Islamic State suicide bomber cov-
ered by a curtain. The chain attached to his ankle
was tied to a car that had dragged him through
streets, they said, that were once part of a self-
proclaimed jihadist caliphate. Nearby policemen
fired AK-47 assault rifles in the air to mark their
victory in Shura, one of dozens of villages cap-
tured as Iraqi forces press on with an offensive
towards the nearby city of Mosul, the militants’
main stronghold in the country. But celebrations
were mixed with curiosity and apprehension as
security forces searched for clues on what makes
the world’s most violent and feared Islamist mili-
tant group tick.

“I shot two of the suicide bombers,” said Ali
Hashim. “One of them was running right at me. I
could see him holding a cord up near his head as
he ran. I shot him in time.” Federal policemen are
part of the forces pressing ahead with an offen-

sive to recapture Mosul from Islamic State, in
what will likely be the biggest battle in Iraq since
a US-led invasion toppled Saddam Hussein in
2003 and unleashed turmoil. Even if Islamic
State loses, Iraq faces the daunting challenge of
making sure the assault on the predominantly
Sunni Muslim city does not inflame sectarian
tensions.

The top commander in the Shura area, Staff
Major Hayman Abbas, was cautiously optimistic
about seizing more villages and towns, even
after his men killed seven suicide bombers in
two days. “My biggest worry is what I call the
kamikaze suicide bomber. This is someone who
is very efficient at shooting a lot of people dur-

ing a battle and then blows himself up,” he said.
Three suicide bombers lay in the centre of the
village, their corpses burned to a deep black
colour. One was sprawled out on a sidewalk,
wearing the type of clothes that jihadists wear in

Pakistan or Afghanistan.
Another was layed out in a sand lot. Dozens

of bullet casings were scattered across the area.
Foreign fighters who occupied the town includ-
ed Yemenis and Saudis, senior police officers
said. Chechnyan militants also controlled the vil-
lage, some of the most feared Islamic State
members because they are seen as the most
fanatic and experienced. One police officer
saved a photograph he took of an official Islamic
State document granting a Chechnyan militant
leave for three days.

Complaint line
Islamic State’s initial appeal was its ability to

function as a state that provided better services
than Arab governments widely seen as corrupt.
So the group did its best in places like Shura to
demonstrate that it is running a self-sufficient
caliphate. On a wall in the village is a huge sign
urging people to use a complaint line to report
anyone who is out of order.

“Dial landline 731007,” said the sign, beside
another one that states Islamic State warriors
fight for the people.  Policemen also pointed to
documents that require people to switch their
Iraqi identification cards to Islamic State ones. A
newsletter that had been distributed presents
strict guidelines on beard length, and it also
urges Muslims to give to charities. One police
officer, Alaa Hussein, said civilians who fled pro-
vided policemen with information about the
militants that led to their defeat. Nevertheless,
he was still edgy.

“Some of them may still be hiding in build-
ings,” he said on the edge of the village, standing
near a row of Howitzer artillery pieces on the
desert floor. In a town about an hour away by
car, a plainclothes policeman was also taking no
chances. He stood an inch from a man’s face and
then slapped him with both hands, as an oil fire
started by retreating Islamic State militants filled
the sky with thick, dark smoke. The man, in his
20s, pleaded for mercy and proclaimed his inno-
cence as he was asked if his father is a member
of Islamic State or whether he is one of its local
leaders. “He killed innocent people. He shot
them,” the interrogator told Reuters. The man
was led away by soldiers. — Reuters
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MOSUL: An injured Iraqi Counter Terrorism Section (CTS) member receives medical treatment
following clashes with Islamic State (IS) group jihadists near the village of Bazwaya, on the
eastern edges of Mosul yesterday. — AFP 

SHARM EL SHEIKH: People gather at the Al-Sammaeen Cathedral in the Red Sea
resort of Sharm El-Sheikh to attend a mass marking a year since jihadists bombed a
Russian airliner carrying holidaymakers before its departure from the resort. — AFP 

AIN NASIR: Gun trucks and
humvees streamed north on a
highway heading to Mosul flying
the banners of Shiite militias along
with Iraqi flags while blaring reli-
gious songs. The convoys were the
first clear sign of a new player on
the battlefield in the US-backed
offensive to retake Mosul from
Islamic State: Hashid Shaabi or
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF),
a coalition of Shiite militias.
Although it reports officially to
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, the
coalition is mostly made up of
groups trained by Iran and loyal to
its Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

They have close ties with
General Qassem Soleimani, the
commander of Iran’s Quds Brigade,
the extra-territorial arm of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards. He was seen
touring the frontlines around Mosul
last week. Among the banners that
could be seen flying from artillery
cannons, communication towers
and buildings recently retaken from
Islamic State were those of Kataib
Hezbollah and Asaib Ahl Al-Haq,
two of the main Iranian-backed
groups, alongside the Badr
Organization, considered the
largest. Dozens of holes dug on the
side of the highway for several kilo-
meters indicated how heavily
mined the highway had been only
a couple of days before and the
efforts the force had gone through
to clear the road. One of the first vil-

lages retaken by the PMF since
announcing combat operations on
Saturday was Ain Nasir, some 30
kilometers south of Mosul. One
fighter who participated in the bat-
tle to retake the village on Saturday
night said that Islamic State had
put up little resistance and that
fighters had taken several villagers
hostage during their retreat, using
them as human shields. “We are
fighting to push Daesh out of Iraq,”
said Adel Khiali, 26, a PMF fighter
affiliated with the Badr
Organization who was formerly an
Iraqi army soldier. Daesh is an
Arabic acronym for Islamic State.

Mortar fire
The Iraqi army and federal police

came in to help clear the area after
the PMF, Khiali said. Still, as Khiali
spoke, at least one mortar round hit
the village, indicating that the area
was not yet secure. There was a
sense of resentment among some
fighters on the battlefield on
Sunday that the PMF have been
misrepresented and that their sacri-
fices have not been appreciated.
“We fight to help people return to
their villages and they call us mili-
tias,” said Ali Khiali, a 40- year old
PMF fighter affiliated with the Badr
Organization. “Is that fair?” Adel and

Ali Khiali are brothers.
The UN in July said it had a list of

more than 640 Sunni Muslim men
and boys reportedly abducted by
Shiite militiamen in Falluja, a former
militant stronghold west of
Baghdad, and about 50 others who
were summarily executed or tor-
tured to death. Abadi’s Shiite-led
government and the PMF say a lim-
ited number of violations had
occurred and were investigated, but
they deny abuses were widespread
and systematic. But Amnesty
International says that in previous
campaigns, the Shiite militias have
committed “serious human rights
violations, including war crimes”
against civilians fleeing Islamic
State-held territory. The flying of
Shiite flags by the militias and also
some regular army and police units
in the mostly Sunni region around
Mosul has been a cause of concern
for local officials. But the Popular
Mobilization forces have not been
linked to any sectarian incidents so
far in the campaign that started on
Oct 17 with air and ground support
from the US-led coalition. “It’s not
right what they say about us,” Adel
said. “When they call us militias it’s
like they are insulting us.” Though
Sunday was only the second day
that the PMF had officially joined
the battle against Islamic State, the
banners and slogans of the organi-
zation made it clear that theirs is a
pan-Shiite cause that may not end
at Iraq’s borders. — Reuters

SHARM EL SHEIKH: Egypt marked with a
church service yesterday a year since
jihadists bombed a Russian airliner carrying
holidaymakers from a Red Sea resort, an
attack that crippled the Arab country’s
economy. The Islamic State group claimed
it brought the plane down on October 31,
2015, saying it had smuggled explosives
into the aircraft before its departure from
the resort of Sharm El-Sheikh. All 224 peo-
ple on board were killed when the bomb
went off minutes after the Metrojet A-321
had taken off for the Russian city of Saint
Petersburg.

At a service in a cathedral in the resort
yesterday attended by Egyptian officials
and Russia’s ambassador, priests read out
prayers next to an alter on which flowers
had been placed. In Saint Petersburg, rela-
tives of some of the 244 people killed
attended ceremonies to mark the disaster.
Mourners lit candles at a service at the
northwestern city’s Holy Trinity Izmailovsky
Cathedral and held a minute of silence at
7:14 am (0414 GMT), the exact time when
the plane disappeared from the radar.

The central Saint Isaac’s Cathedral also
tolled its bells 224 times, while a memorial
concert was set to be held in the city later
in the day. The head of the Russian
Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kiril l,  led
prayers for the victims in Moscow. Russia
reacted to last year’s disaster by cancelling
all flights to Egypt, and Britain also can-
celled flights to the resort town, badly
affecting a tourism sector already battered
by unrest following the country’s 2011 rev-
olution.

On November 17, President Vladimir
Putin said Russian investigators had found
evidence of a bomb on board, and vowed
to punish those responsible. In February,
his Egyptian counterpart Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi acknowledged for the first time that
“terrorism” caused the crash, although the

government has not yet issued an official
report on its cause. Sisi had previously dis-
missed as “propaganda” the IS claim that it
downed the airliner.

Russian tourists ‘to return’   
On Sunday, Egypt’s aviation minister

and Russian ambassador attended a cere-
mony in Sharm El-Sheikh in memory of
those killed in the disaster. The minister,
Sherif Fathy, reiterated the Egyptian gov-
ernment’s condolences to the relatives of
victims, expressing “our feelings of sorrow
and sadness over the lives we have lost”.
Russian ambassador Serge Kirpichenko
said the “sadness is ongoing and will never
go away”.

The envoy said he was confident flights
from Russia would soon resume. “We are
certain the day and time are approaching,
and quickly, for the return of Russian
tourism to Egypt,” said Kirpichenko. “We are
working on this day and night.” The ban on
flights had severely impacted Egypt’s strug-
gling economy, denting its tourist revenues
at a time it faces a shortage of dollars.
Citizens of Russia and Britain make up
about 40 percent of foreign tourists to
Egypt. In February, Prime Minister Ismail
Sharif told state television the North
African country had already lost up to $1.3
billion since the disaster. Egypt is still bat-
tling the Islamist State group’s Egypt
branch in the Sinai Peninsula. Security serv-
ices have not announced any arrests relat-
ing to the airliner bombing, or publicly dis-
closed how the bomb was brought on
board the plane at Sharm El-Sheikh airport.
In August, the military announced it killed
the head of IS in Sinai Abu Doaa Al-Ansari.
The group’s large-scale attacks against
police and army checkpoints and barracks
have become less regular in 2016, but they
have kept up a campaign of roadside
bombings in Sinai. — AFP 
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BAGHDAD: A wide array of Iraqi and internation-
al forces are involved in the operation to retake
Mosul from the Islamic State jihadist group,
which overran the country’s second city in 2014.
These are the main forces battling the estimated
4,000-7,000 IS fighters in and around Mosul:

Counter-Terrorism Service
The CTS is an elite Iraqi special forces unit that

has spearheaded assaults in most key battles
against IS. It is fighting toward Mosul from the east.

Rapid Response Division
The CTS’s interior ministry counterpart that has

developed into a key assault force in Iraq’s war
against IS. It is advancing on Mosul from the south.

Army 
The army has begun playing a more success-

ful role in operations against the jihadists since it
was revitalized by US-led training after several of
its divisions collapsed during the IS offensive two
years ago. Soldiers are fighting on the northern,
eastern and southern approaches to Mosul.

Police
Includes paramilitary federal police and

provincial police forces. Many Iraqi police forces
have played roles more akin to those of soldiers
in the war against IS. They are operating on the
southern front.

Hashed Al-Shaabi
An umbrella organization created in 2014,

which includes a dizzying collection of paramili-
tary forces who vary widely in skill and in the
degree to which they are actually under govern-
ment control. The main groups are Iranian-backed
Shiite militias, including Ketaeb Hezbollah, Asaib
Ahl Al-Haq and Badr. The Hashed has played a
major role in the anti-IS fight in Iraq but forces
within it have also carried out abuses.  It also
includes Sunni tribal forces sometimes referred to
as “tribal mobilization” or “national mobilisation”.
Hashed forces aim to retake the town of Tal Afar
to the west of Mosul and cut jihadist supply lines
to Syria, but are fighting south and southwest of
the city for now.

Kurdish forces 
The peshmerga are the armed forces of Iraq’s

autonomous Kurdish region. They nominally
answer to the federal government but in practice
operate independently, battling IS along a long
front in the country’s north. Forces from Iran’s
Kurdistan Freedom Party (PAK) are embedded in
some peshmerga operations. It is separate from
other Iranian Kurdish rebels groups that have also
been active on the Iraqi side of the border such as
the Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI) and
the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK). The
Turkish Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) may also
be involved in the Mosul operation. Kurdish

forces are operating north and east of Mosul.

US-led coalition
A US-led international alliance is carrying out

air strikes against IS in Iraq and Syria, and provid-
ing training, arms and equipment to forces oppos-
ing the jihadists. There are more than 7,500 coali-
tion military personnel deployed in Iraq, over half
of them from the United States. Most are in advi-
sory or training roles, but special forces soldiers
who have fought the jihadists on the ground have
been deployed and coalition forces near Mosul
have also targeted IS with artillery.

Iranian advisers 
Iranian forces have provided advice and other

assistance, including funding for various militias
fighting IS in Iraq. Qassem Soleimani, the com-
mander of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards foreign
operations wing, has been repeatedly pictured in
Iraq during the war.

Turkish troops 
Deployed at a base near Mosul from which

they have carried out artillery strikes against IS.
Turkish troops are also present inside Iraq’s
autonomous Kurdish region. The federal govern-
ment has demanded their withdrawal, with the
prime minister vowing that they will not take part
in the operation to recapture Mosul, but Turkey
has declined to do so.— AFP 

QARYAT BAZWAYA: Members of the Iraqi Counter Terrorism Service
(CTS) drive near the village of Bazwaya, on the eastern edges of Mosul,
tightening the noose on Mosul as the offensive to retake the Islamic
State group stronghold entered its third week yesterday. —AFP 

Forces operating in Mosul theatre

Editor-in-chief, dozen staff detained

ISTANBUL: Protesters hold signs reading ‘People have right to have news’ dur-
ing a protest in front of opposition Cumhuriyet newspaper in Istanbul yester-
day after a police operation at the daily’s headquarters. — AFP 


