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SAN JOSE: Former San Francisco 49er
Dana Stubblefield was charged Monday
with the rape of a “developmentally
delayed” woman, prosecutors announced.
The Santa Clara County District Attorney’s
Office said Stubblefield, a former defen-
sive lineman for the San Francisco 49ers
and Oakland Raiders, allegedly assaulted
the woman on April 9, 2015, at his Morgan
Hill home after interviewing her for a
baby-sitting job. He is charged with five

felony counts and faces a “substantial
prison sentence” if convicted.  

A day before the assault, Stubblefield
contacted the then 31-year-old woman
on a baby-sitting website and arranged an
interview, prosecutors said. “This was a
crime of violence against a vulnerable vic-
tim,” Deputy District Attorney Tim
McInerny said. “She was looking for a job,
and she was unconscionably assaulted.”
Bail for Stubblefield, 45, is set at $250,000.

His arraignment is scheduled to take place
within 24 hours.

According to a report by the Morgan
Hill Police Department, the interview of
the woman by Stubblefield lasted about
20 minutes. She later received a text from
Stubblefield saying he wanted to pay her
for her time that day, and she went back
to the house, the San Jose Mercury News
reported.  After raping her, Stubblefield
gave her $80 and let her go. The woman

immediately went to the Morgan Hill
Police Department and reported the rape.
DNA evidence matched that of
Stubblefield, the report said.

Stubblefield’s attorney, Gary Winuk,
said the sex was consensual and that his
client is being unfairly targeted because
of his wealth and celebrity. Stubblefield
provided prosecutors with lie-detector
results and with evidence that shows the
sexual encounter last year was consensu-

al, including proof that the woman asked
his client for a job and money afterward,
said attorney Ken Rosenfeld, who is also
representing Stubblefield.  “Dana
Stubblefield is being unfairly targeted
due to his celebrity and wealth by some-
one with full motivation to lie,” Rosenfeld
said. “Mr. Stubblefield passed a lie-detec-
tor test with flying colors and will present
a full, vigorous defense against these
false allegations.”—AP 
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PITTSBURGH: Matt Murray #30 of the Pittsburgh Penguins makes a save on T.J. Oshie #77 of the Washington Capitals in Game Three of the
Eastern Conference Second Round during the 2016 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at Consol Energy Center on Monday in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The Pittsburgh Penguins do
not have a goal yet in the series from Sidney
Crosby. Or a power-play goal. What they do
have is a 2-1 lead over the Washington Capitals.
And a player who barely played in the first five
months of the season is the reason. Rookie
goalie Matt Murray made 47 saves while stand-
ing up to Capitals’ avalanche of shots, and the
Penguins turned two goals a minute apart in
the first period into a 3-2 victory on Monday in
Game 3 of the Eastern Conference semi-finals.
“It’s about winning right now, and he is defi-
nitely playing well,” Crosby said of Murray, who
has won 12 of his last 13 starts.

Coach Mike Sullivan agreed, saying, “I
thought he (Murray) was terrific. They had the
puck all night-and we didn’t. They outplayed us
in a lot of aspects of the game.” Game 4 will be
today in Pittsburgh. Patric Hornqvist and Tom
Kuhnhackl scored before the midpoint of the
first period, and Carl Hagelin added a goal in the
second to make it 3-0 and the Penguins, the
NHL’s best team over the last two months, held
on to top the Capitals, easily the league’s best
team all season.

Alex Ovechkin scored his first goal of the sea-
son against the Penguins in the third period, and
linemate Justin Williams scored in the final
minute as the Capitals tried frantically to rally.
However, it was not enough as the 21-year-old
Murray, the youngest Pittsburgh goaltender to
ever win in the postseason, improved to 5-1 in
the playoffs. “You come here for a split, you’re
hoping for a split, they got one and now it’s our
turn. Excuses are for losers, and we’re not losers
and we’re going to try to improve in Game 4,”
Williams said.

Murray’s saves were the most by a Pittsburgh
goaltender in a regulation-length playoff win.

“That’s the way things are going to go some-
times,” Murray said of the Capitals’ huge shot
advantage. “We can’t worry about it. We’ve got
to keep going forward and keep getting better
as we go along.” Murray, who began the season
in the minors and played only four NHL games
until  March, made the difference as the
Penguins were outshot 49-23 yet still controlled
the scoreboard even as the Capitals controlled
the stats sheet.

The Penguins, on the fringe of the playoff
race much of the season, have won 20 of 24
games since March 8 — with Murray in net for
11 of the wins-and are 6-2 in the postseason.
Capitals goalie Braden Holtby made 20 saves. At
least statistically, the Capitals were dominant
from the start except in the number most impor-
tant: goals. They doubled up the Penguins in
shots for most of the first two periods-it was 28-
14 after two-yet Murray turned away scoring
chance after scoring chance. Penguins defense-
man Kris Letang appeared to be in the center of
everything, and a pair of stretch passes by him
led to two goals in exactly a minute.

Letang, who played a remarkable 35:22 in
Pittsburgh’s 2-1 win in Game 2 on Saturday,
threw the puck up ice to rookie Conor Sheary to
start a 3-on-2 break. Defenseman Trevor Daley’s
slap shot from the high slot deflected off
Hornqvist ’s stick and into the net at 6:37 -
Hornqvist’s fourth goal in eight games. The
Penguins kept the pressure on, and this time a
Letang pass from deep in his zone began a 2-on-
1 break, with 39-year-old center Matt Cullen’s
pass from the left circle deflecting off rookie
Kuhnhackl and past Holtby.

Later in the period, Letang leveled Capitals
left winger Marcus Johansson with an apparent

shoulder hit to the head, putting Johansson
out of the game briefly. “It’s the playoffs, it’s a
lot more physical than the regular season,”
Letang said. The hit angered the Capitals, who
are without suspended defenseman Brooks
Orpik through Game 5 for his Game 2 hit to the
head of Penguins defenseman Olli Maatta, who
sat out on Monday. “I didn’t see him coming,
(and) he hit me from the blind side,” Johansson
said. “I just looked at it (on video), and he left
his feet and hit me in the head. That’s the kind
of plays you want out of the league. It doesn’t
look good.”

Asked if Letang should also receive a suspen-
sion, Johansson said, “Yeah, I’d say so.” Several
Capitals players later went out of their way to hit
Letang, who was upset himself after Nicklas
Backstrom clipped him with a knee to the head

following Letang’s hit on Ovechkin late in the
second. “Certainly it does (make you mad), when
you see one of your own players on the ground,
it’s going to upset you,” Backstrom said. “We
want to try to hit him (Letang) all the time ... he
played 35 minutes the last game.”

However, while the Capitals were getting
their shots, it was Pittsburgh that took advan-
tage of its best scoring chances.  Hagelin
made it 3-0 at 15:03 of the second, knocking
Nick Bonino’s backhand pass to the crease
across the goal line. “We got the lead early and
kind of sat back,” Letang said. Or exactly what
the Capitals know they cannot do today sit
around and expect goals to come from a line-
up filled with scorers. “We’ve got to score
more goals, and I’ve got a feeling we’ll do it,”
Backstrom said.— Reuters
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LAS VEGAS: They met a year ago this
week in a fight that was the richest ever,
even if it disappointed most of the mil-
lions who watched it. Now there are rum-
blings, however slight, that Floyd
Mayweather Jr. and Manny Pacquiao
might be persuaded to do it again. “I
would say there is a possibility a rematch
happens, yes,” promoter Bob Arum said
Monday. “How big a possibility that is, I
can’t really measure.”

Mayweather helped stir speculation
over the weekend by saying in a
Showtime interview that he might be
persuaded to come out of retirement if
the money was big enough. He said he
had talked to Showtime and CBS about
another fight and that “some crazy num-
bers have been thrown my way.” Though
Mayweather wasn’t asked specifically
about Pacquiao, the Filipino might be
the only opponent who can help him
reach those numbers. “If I came back, of
course, it would have to be a nine-figure
payday and probably a championship
fight and a nine-figure payday,”
Mayweather said. Showtime executive
vice president Stephen Espinoza said he
is among the minority in boxing who
believe Mayweather won’t come back.
But Espinoza said he also believes a sec-
ond fight between Mayweather and
Pacquiao would do well. “All of us here
would love to see that fight again, or any
other fight with Mayweather,” Espinoza
said. There wouldn’t seem to be a great
appetite among boxing fans for a
rematch of the bout that sold 4.6 million
pay-per-views, but got lousy reviews.
Mayweather won the fight by unani-
mous decision, and afterward Pacquiao
revealed he fought with a shoulder
injury. Both fighters are also technically
retired, and Pacquiao is in the middle of a

campaign for Senate in the Philippines
that, if he wins, would make it difficult for
him to fight again. But Pacquiao could be
tempted by a chance to avenge his
defeat. And Mayweather could be lured
back into the ring not only by a big pay-
day but a chance to break Rocky
Marciano’s 49-0 record and win fight No
50 in his pro career. “Obviously he’s com-
ing back,” Arum said of Mayweather. “And
I can’t see him making the kind of money
he’s talking about with anybody other
than Manny.”

Both fighters have fought once since
the big fight, with Mayweather beating
Andre Berto last September and
Pacquiao defeating Timothy Bradley last
month. Both fights were pay-per-view
busts, with sales in the range of 400,000,
a tenth of what they sold in the ring
together. Arum said the tepid box office
performances were largely a result of a
hangover from last May’s fight. Many
fans who spent a record $99.95 to buy
the fight at home felt they got taken by a
lackluster bout that didn’t come any-
where near living up to its hype.

Arum said it will be hard for either
fighter to move forward without the
other. “If they fight anybody else there’s
going to be that hangover,” he said. “If
they fight each other, people will be
attracted to the fight. It won’t do what
the last fight did, but it might do 50
percent of the last fight.” That would be
enough to make Mayweather his nine-
figure purse. It would also be enough
to give Pacquiao a huge payday, if not
the $100 million or so he took from the
Mayweather fight. And, as proven in
the first fight between the two men
that grossed some $600 million, any-
thing can happen in boxing if the mon-
ey is right.—AP 

Could Mayweather,
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HAMBURG: Heavy weight boxers Kubrat Pulev, left, and Dereck Chisora face each
other after a press conference in Hamburg, Germany, yesterday. Pulev and Chisora
will fight on May 7, 2016 in Hamburg. — AP

NEW DELHI: Cricket icon Sachin
Tendulkar was named yesterday as
one of India’s goodwill ambassadors
for the upcoming Rio Olympics follow-
ing a furor over Bollywood star
Salman Khan’s appointment, which
was slammed as inappropriate.
Tendulkar said he accepted an offer
from the Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) to work alongside Khan, whose
appointment triggered a row over
whether an actor was best suited to
promote sports people.

“I have had the privilege and honor
of representing our nation for 25 years
and I continue to bat for India off the
field,” the master batsman wrote in a
letter to IOA chiefs. “The welfare of
sportspersons and encouraging them
to give their best is dear to me.” The
IOA named more ambassadors,
including ace Indian shooter Abhinav
Bindra and Oscar-winning musician
AR Rahman, in the days after the con-
troversy over Khan.

Olympic wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt
had criticized Khan’s appointment,
saying the “Olympics is not a place to
promote films”. Indian sprint legend
Milkha Singh had urged the govern-
ment to intervene to overturn the
decision. Khan, who was cleared last
year of killing a homeless man in a hit-

and-run crash, plays a wrestler in his
upcoming movie “Sultan”. The IOA has
defended its decision. It says the 50-
year-old actor, who currently faces a
charge of illegally shooting protected
antelope, is popular with young peo-
ple. Tendulkar, widely revered in crick-
et-mad India, played 200 Tests and
463 one-day-internationals, knocking
up a record 100 centuries in both for-
mats, before retiring in 2013.—AFP 

SOCHI: The head of ice hockey’s international
body says there’s a strong possibility that NHL
players won’t be competing at the next Winter
Olympics. International Ice Hockey Federation
president Rene Fasel puts the chances at 60 per-
cent that the NHL will decline to go to the 2018
Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea, because of
a lack of money to cover player insurance. In an
interview with The Associated Press, Fasel said
the IOC has canceled its contribution to player
travel and insurance costs for Pyeongchang,
leaving the IIHF facing a $10 million shortfall and
“begging” for money around the world.

“It’s always difficult to get (to) the Olympics,
the games,” he said. “And now with some prob-
lems on our side, 50-50 is very positive. I would
be more 60 percent that they are not coming.”
Negotiations and brinkmanship over finances
are common in the lead-up to Olympic hockey
tournaments. For the 2014 tournament in Sochi,
Russia, the NHL’s participation was assured only
in July 2013, seven months before the games.
But the IOC’s refusal to cover player insurance
adds an additional dimension for 2018.

While the IOC gives the IIHF around $40 mil-
lion of revenue each Olympics, Fasel insists that
money is earmarked for developing hockey and
wants national Olympic committees and hock-
ey federations to plug the gap. The IOC pulled
its extra subsidy because its leaders are “a bit
scared that other (sports) federations will come
and also ask for some compensation for travel-
ing and insurance,” said Fasel, who is also an
IOC member and serves on its rule-making
executive board.  

“I think my idea is to work closer together
with the national Olympic committees, as they
have normally to pay transportation and insur-
ance for the athletes when they come to the
games, so I can imagine that some of the NOCs
are also ready to spend some money there, so
we have to go around and do some begging,” he
said. Fasel said the end of this year is the dead-
line to reach a deal because of the NHL’s need to
draw up a calendar for the Olympic season. “If
you don’t have the best, (the Olympics) will be a
different competition for sure,” he said, but
warned: “At the end somebody has to pay. That’s
the question. On my side I will do everything
possible to make it happen.” Fasel also dismissed
the suggestion that the NHL’s revived World Cup
of Hockey could offer some players less incentive

to demand to be allowed to play at the
Olympics.  “There is nothing like the Olympics,”
he said. “I think for an athlete to win the gold
medal is so different from winning the Stanley
Cup. You can win the Stanley Cup every year.” In
Pyeongchang in 2018 and Beijing in 2022, the
Winter Olympics move to Asia and away from
the North American and European nations that
have historically been the bedrock of hockey.  

South Korea, which has built a team mixing
import players with locals, plays in the second
level of the IIHF’s world championship and
hopes not to be a walkover in 2018. China, how-
ever, is far less competitive. After losses to
Iceland and Spain last month, China will be in
the fifth tier for next year and in 2022 could
become the first Winter Olympic host not to
enter a hockey team - a situation which worries
the IIHF, given China’s potential to become a
huge market for the sport.  “One thing they do
not like is to lose the face, so they cannot do
that,” Fasel said. 

“I hope and I think they will have a Chinese
player, Chinese team in Beijing in 2022. We can-
not put them on the ice and they will be beaten
15, 20-nothing. We cannot do that.” Things are
looking up for China, with increased govern-
ment interest and the Russia-based Kontinental
Hockey League due to open a team there this
year, but Fasel said the NHL is key to unlocking
potentially vast commercial rewards in China. “A
North American brand in China has a very spe-
cial taste. We can see that with the NBA,” he said.
“I think what we need is to have a Chinese NHL
player, like Yao Ming with basketball.”—AP 
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