
SUNDERLAND: Striker Peter Crouch is still an invaluable member of the
Stoke City team despite his limited playing time this season, manager Mark
Hughes has said. Crouch has dropped down the pecking order behind the
likes of Bojan Krkic and Marko Arnautovic and has made just three Premier
League starts this term, but played a key role in Saturday’s 1-1 draw with rel-
egation-threatened Sunderland. The 35-year-old set up Arnautovic for
Stoke’s opening goal, and Hughes praised his attitude and said he wasn’t
surprised by the work ethic he had shown. “Peter was really influ-
ential against Sunderland,” the manager said. “I was really
pleased with his performance.” Crouch is yet to score in the
Premier League this term, but Hughes indicated that his bar-
ren spell was down to a lack of first team opportunities. “I’ve
disappointed him this season because we’ve brought players
in and I’ve given players game time ahead of him just because
they needed integrating into the Premier League,”
Hughes added. “Peter has probably missed out on a
number of occasions as a consequence of that, but
whenever you call upon him he still gives every-
thing he’s got,” he said.—Reuters
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MELBOURNE: Shaun Marsh has become the third Australian
test player in three days to head home from the Indian
Premier League after suffering a back injury playing for Kings
XI Punjab.    Marsh’s younger brother Mitchell pulled out of
the glitzy Twenty20 tournament with a side strain on Sunday,
with captain Steve Smith following on Monday with a wrist
injury.  Left-handed batsman Marsh has been sore since a six-
wicket loss to the Kolkata Knight Riders on April 19, Cricket
Australia said on its website (cricket.com.au).    Marsh’s next
chance of international duty is Australia’s three-test tour of Sri
Lanka in July and August. His brother Mitchell and Smith are
due to play a triangular one-day tournament in the Caribbean
next month. Meanwhile, Zimbabwe will host India for three
one-day internationals and three Twenty20 matches in June,
the country’s cricket board said yesterday. All the matches will
be played at Harare Sports Club with the ODIs scheduled to
be played between June 11-15 and the  Twenty20s between
June 18-22.—Reuters
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LONDON: Liverpool and France defender Mamadou Sakho’s 30-day suspension
for failing an anti-doping test has been extended worldwide by world soccer’s
governing body FIFA. The 26-year-old was banned for 30 days by European
football governing body UEFA after testing positive for an illegal substance fol-
lowing Liverpool’s Europa League tie against Manchester United on March 17.
The new suspension covered all games, including domestic, international,

friendly and official fixtures, FIFA said in a statement, and came
on top of UEFA’s original European ban. France’s RMC radio

reported in April that the centre back had tested positive
for a fat-burning substance. His suspension is provisional
on an investigation by UEFA’s Control,  Ethics and
Disciplinary body, which is yet to announce the date of his
hearing. Sakho chose not to challenge the results of his
original positive test and did not ask for an analysis of his B

sample. The player, who has featured in 34 games for
Liverpool in all competitions this season, was dropped by

the club as soon as it was informed of the investiga-
tion by UEFA. —Reuters
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DUBAI: Participants from all walks of life will be
running for those who can’t at the upcoming
Wings for Life World Run, which is an annual
event organized by Red Bull. Last year, more
than 60 thousand runnerS participated in the

race and this year, the ground breaking global
charity run will take place in more than 34
countries in six continents. In the region, Dubai
will be exclusively hosting the race for the sec-
ond year in a row on May 8th at 3 pm.

Kuwait’s Red Bull athletes Mohammed
Burbayea (Jet Ski) and Mansour Al Safran (BMX),
are eagerly participating in the run this year,
both with a strong belief in the Wings for Life
World Run’s cause. “I’m extremely proud to be
supporting the spinal cord cure researches and
I urge everybody to participate in this race and
support this noble cause,” expressed
Mohammed Jaffar.

Mansour Al Safran conveyed no less enthusi-
asm, he said: “It feels just great to be part of
supporting this cause, or to merely be part of
curing spinal cord injuries. I truly wish I could
dedicate more to those suffering from it... I will
be running for those who can’t!”

Other participants include globally
renowned sporting names such as ultrarunner
Christian Schiester, the first runner to complete
the 4 Deserts Race Series - a gruelling 1,000km
course across four of the world’s most inhos-
pitable plains, racing driver Prince Abdulaziz
Turki Al Faisal, Saudi Falcons’ athlete and mem-
ber of the House of Saud, and UAE-based
German skateboarder Jan Hoffman, who
recently skated the pipes of the Atlantis water-
park. This year will also see Elise Molvik, the first
global winner of 2015, having run 54.79k on

Norway’s stunning track, participating in Dubai.

RAISE AWARENESS
Renowned TV celebrity Mustafa Agha,

Dubai’s designated Catcher Driver, said: I am
running for those who can’t, to raise aware-
ness and help the organization continue its
research for finding a cure for spinal cord
injuries. Join me on May 8th at 3 pm and run
as fast as you can!”

Agha will be behind the wheel of the
Catcher Car, chasing participants of Wings for
Life World runners, continuing the tradition of
the race’s unique moving finish line with no
idea of how long or how far he will drive.

The UAE leg of the run is organized in part-
nership with Emirates NBD, the leading banking
group in the region, XDubai, Dubai-based
ambassador for action sports, and Dubai Sports
Channel, the 24/7 sports channel.

The list of global sponsors includes leading
athletic-wear company Puma, as well as
Garmin, developer of consumer, aviation, out-
door, fitness, and marine technologies for GPS,
and BFGoodrich, one of the world’s leading
providers of high performance tires for a full
range of driving experiences.Christian Pfeifer in Wings for Life World Run.
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