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Washington Watch

US Jewish author 
Chabon takes on 

Israeli occupation
By Joe Dyke

By Tom Williams

As Leicester City’s supporters awoke yes-
terday, fuzzy of head and bleary of eye
after celebrating their fairytale Premier

League triumph, the club were already enter-
ing a new sporting and financial dimension. It
is estimated that Leicester’s 5,000-1 success
could be worth around £155 million ($227.5
million) in revenue to the modest east
Midlands club, up from £104.4 million for last
year. The title, the first in Leicester’s 132-year
history, means Champions League football
next season and access to lucrative global
sports markets, but it also brings with it a
dizzying change of status.

“This is going to really elevate them, at
least for one season, to the next level com-
mercially and you would expect that they’ll be
able to attract commercial sponsors that pre-
viously weren’t available to them,” Tim Bridge
from financial consultants Deloitte’s Sports
Business Group told AFP. “But there is a finan-
cial cost - they’ll have to invest in players in
order to compete in the Champions League,
they’re going to pay out financial bonuses for
winning the league - so it isn’t just upsides.”

The improbability of Leicester’s achieve-
ment in winning the world’s most popular
domestic football championship, a year after
narrowly avoiding relegation, is laid bare by
the financial statistics. At around £57 million,
their squad cost an eighth of Manchester
City’s - the most expensive in the division -
and their estimated wage bill of £48.5 million
ranks 17th out of the Premier League’s 20
clubs. Their ticket prices are concordantly
low, with a BBC study last year revealing that
Leicester’s lowest-priced £22 match-day tick-
et was the cheapest in the division.

They were already guaranteed a slice of
the Premier League’s eye-watering new £8
bi l l ion televis ion r ights  deal  and
Champions League participation will bring
in up to £35 million, rising to around £50
million if they reach the knockout phase.
Leicester ’s surge to the Premier League
summit saw their Facebook page grow by
540 percent, according to sports data and
marketing firm Repucom, which made it
one of the fastest-growing accounts in
global sport. Worldwide television audi-

ences, meanwhile, have grown by an esti-
mated 23 percent.

Vultures 
Leicester are unsurprisingly popular in

Thailand, home of owners King Power, and are
now well placed to exploit the Premier
League’s expansion into new commercial
realms such as the United States and, in partic-
ular, China. Claudio Ranieri’s men will get their
first taste of international exposure when they
tackle Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain dur-

ing the star-studded International Champions
Cup friendly tournament in July and August.

But keeping their team intact will depend
on the club’s success in fending off interest in
players such as Jamie Vardy and Riyad Mahrez,
both of whom recently signed new contracts.
“Not only do we have more money coming into
the game from broadcast contracts next sea-
son, so Premier League clubs will have more
money at their disposal than ever before, but
you’ve also got the influence of a major tourna-
ment in the summer (Euro 2016),” said Bridge.

“Transfer activity is likely to be the highest
in value terms that it has ever been. The chal-
lenge for Leicester is, how do we keep hold of
those players and how do we plan for the
future in a sustainable manner?” Club vice-
chairman Aiyawatt Srivaddhanaprabha,
known as Top, is adamant that Leicester will
not cede their stars, telling Channel 3 televi-
sion in Thailand that they are “not the team
that will sell players”. Leicester may need to
tweak the shrewd recruitment model that saw
Vardy and Mahrez acquired for a combined
fee of just £1.4 million, but Top said that the
club had already contacted transfer targets.

England’s last first-time title-winners,
Brian Clough’s feted 1977-78 Nottingham
Forest side, famously went on to lift the
European Cup in the following two seasons.
But the last unfancied team to win the title,
Blackburn Rovers in 1995, collapsed to sev-
enth in the league the following season,
crashed and burned in the Champions
League and were relegated four years later.
Leicester’s ability to manage the flood of
commercial opportunities coming their way
and resist the vultures circling above their
players will go a long way towards determin-
ing which example they follow. — AFP 

Opportunity, uncertainty await Leicester

American author Michael Chabon’s Jewish identity
has long been central to his work. From 2001’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning “The Amazing Adventures of

Kavalier & Clay” - the story of two Jewish cousins before,
during and after World War II - to 2007’s “The Yiddish
Policemen’s Union”, Chabon’s novels have delved into what
it means to be Jewish, especially in America. Like many
American Jews, Chabon has also long felt a connection to
Israel, visiting the country first in 1992 with his Israeli-born
wife, fellow author Ayelet Waldman.

But his most recent visit, which included a trip to the
Palestinian territories with a number of prominent
American authors, has raised hackles among some in the
Jewish state. Its aim was to raise awareness of the effects of
Israel’s occupation of the territories, an issue Chabon says
should be of particular resonance to Jews. “Part of what
makes it uniquely horrible for me and what makes it dis-
tinct from apartheid is it is being done by Jews. I am a Jew,”
he told AFP by telephone after returning to the United
States following last month’s trip.

“(For) a people who went through such a horrific, pro-
longed persecution, to turn around and eventually oppress
another people at such a mass bureaucratic level is some-
how to me much more dismaying than apartheid - as horri-
ble as apartheid was, and I am not trying to diminish it.”
Chabon’s decision to become involved in campaigning
against the occupation was steered by Waldman after a visit
to the country of her birth two years ago.

‘Grievous Injustice’ 
“She felt much more connected at a root level than she

had ever expected,” he said. “In a way that was a dismaying
moment for her. She felt ‘If I am going to feel at home
here, then I also have to take on this occupation.’” Last
month’s tour saw writers including Dave Eggers and
Pulitzer winner Geraldine Brooks meet Palestinians in east
Jerusalem, Hebron and villages near Ramallah. Eggers also
travelled to the Gaza Strip.

Israel has occupied the West Bank since 1967 and impos-
es a wide range of restrictions on its 2.5 million Palestinian
residents. Several hundred thousand Israelis have also estab-
lished settlements in the territories which the United
Nations and much of the international community consider
illegal. In an interview with Jewish American publication The
Forward after the visit, Chabon, 52, described the occupa-
tion as the “most grievous injustice I’ve ever seen”.

Picked up by some Israeli media, his comments sparked
widespread discussion online and much criticism.
Prominent pro-Israeli social media campaigner Arsen
Ostrovsky said on Twitter that Chabon “clearly hasn’t seen
much in his life then”. Author Jack Engelhard, writing for the
Arutz Sheva Israeli news website, called his comments “sick-
ening”, saying they smacked of “someone knocked silly from
too much American indulgence”.

Many in Israel - especially on the right - bristle at criticism
of the country by some American Jews, accusing them of
not understanding the daily realities of living in the Jewish
state. But Chabon denied any hostility to Israel. “This idea of
me being an enemy of Israel or hating Israel - I was so biased
in favor of Israel, and I think still am on some level, that I was
prepared and preferred to ignore it (the occupation),” he
said. “Because that is the only thing you can do if you want
to hold on to your support in regard to Israel - you have to
ignore it. The government knows that as well, so that is why
they are working so hard to hide it and keep people, includ-
ing ordinary Israelis, from ever having to see it.”

Editing Book on Occupation 
The tour was organized in conjunction with Breaking the

Silence, a group that provides a platform for military veter-
ans and serving soldiers to describe what they say are dis-
turbing aspects of their service in operations in the West
Bank and wars in the Gaza Strip. Israeli Defense Minister
Moshe Yaalon in March accused the group of treason, after
they were alleged to have asked soldiers to disclose classi-
fied information. The organization denied the claims.

Chabon and Waldman will now edit a book written by
25 prominent authors focusing on different aspects of dai-
ly life under the Israeli occupation, with the proceeds
going to Breaking the Silence and a local Palestinian
group. Israeli officials declined to comment on the visit.
Chabon - whose last novel “Telegraph Avenue” was
released in 2012 and who wrote lyrics for more than half
the songs on Mark Ronson’s last album - is the latest in a
long line of cultural figures that have come out either in
favor or against Israel’s policies. Artists such as former Pink
Floyd star Roger Waters have called for new measures
against the country, but Harry Potter author JK Rowling
has opposed a cultural boycott. — AFP 

By Abdi Guled

For Abdiqadir Dulyar, simply reading mes-
sages sent to his phone can send shivers
down his spine. His voice breaks as he

reads a recent note: “Keep doing what you do,
and we shall come to give your well-deserved
award (death).” Dulyar, the Mogadishu director
for the Somali television station Horn Cable,
said often the threats lead him to avoid going
home and he stays at his office for weeks at a
time. The 40-year-old journalist said his fear
heightened last week after unidentified gun-
men opened fire on a car carrying journalists
working for his television station in Mogadishu,
although no one was hurt.

Somali journalists frequently receive threats
and although many have been killed, police
rarely investigate or provide adequate protec-
tion to reporters, according to Human Rights
Watch, which marked World Press Freedom Day
Tuesday by issuing a report on the dangers
faced by Somali journalists . The deadliest coun-
try for journalists in 2015 was Syria where 14
were killed followed by France with nine deaths,
according to the Committee to Protect
Journalists. Seventy-two journalists were killed
in 2015 and 10 have been killed so far this year.

In Turkey the country’s main journalism
association said World Press Freedom Day was
not a day of celebration but a day for reflection,
solidarity and “finding a way out” of the rapidly
deteriorating state of media freedoms in the
country. Since January, the government seized
Turkey’s largest circulation opposition newspa-
per, two journalists were put on trial for spying
for their reports on alleged government arms
smuggling to Syrian rebels and several pro-
Kurdish journalists were detained over their
reports on the fighting between government
forces and the Kurdish rebels.

Yesterday, Turkish academic and columnist
Murat Belge went on trial accused of insulting
Erdogan in a column that suggested that the
Turkish leader reignited a conflict against
Kurdish rebels for electoral gains. He faces four

years in prison if found guilty under a law that
critics say Erdogan is using aggressively to muz-
zle dissenting voices. “I am a member of one of
Turkey’s most populous clubs - the club of peo-
ple who have insulted Erdogan,” Belge said at
the end of the hearing. Close to 2,000 cases
have been opened against people - including
journalists - accused of insulting President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. “The conditions are not
there for the Turkish media to celebrate this
important day,” said Nazmi Bilgin, of the Turkish
Journalists’ Association. “It is not possible to cel-
ebrate freedom when you are not free.” Bilgin
said some 720 journalists had been fired so far
this year while more than 100,000 websites
have been blocked.

Somalia 
In Somalia, which for years has been one of

the most dangerous countries for media work-
ers, 59 journalists have been killed since 1992,
soon after a civil war broke out in this horn of

Africa nation, according to the CPJ. The dead-
liest year for Somali journalists was 2012 when
18 were killed. In 2015, three journalists were
killed, including Hindia Haji Mohamed, who
worked for the state-run broadcasters and was
the widow of a slain journalist. She died in
December when a bomb blew up her car, an
attack claimed by the Islamic extremist group
Al-Shabaab. The murders of Somali media
workers often happen in government-con-
trolled areas that journalists generally consider
safe, and reporters must watch their backs for
attacks at all times. It does not help that they
often face hostility from the government, said
Human Rights Watch. There are signs that the
Somali government is providing better protec-
tion for journalists. 

Last month, the government executed a
man convicted of assisting the murders of five
journalists. A former journalist himself, the man
had joined Shabaab to work as their press liai-
son and was known to have threatened

reporters he felt did not portray the insurgents
in a favorable light. He was one of the few pros-
ecuted by the Somali government, which been
urged for years by rights groups to do more to
protect journalists.

Despite relative stability in Mogadishu since
the ouster of Shabaab in 2011, journalists say
they still feel unsafe due to attacks by the mili-
tants and threats from government officials.
Although African Union troops have helped to
push Islamist extremists out of all Somalia’s major
cities, the rebels still carry out numerous attacks,
hampering the government’s efforts to rebuild
the country. “There is the prospect of having a
Somali free from oppression, but threats and
intimidations against journalists continue and it
is very grim - no group or government likes our
work,” said Dulyar, the broadcast journalist.
Despite the dangers, Dulyar said he remains
committed to journalism. “No matter what, I shall
keep working,” he said. “I shall remain being a
messenger for the whole world.” — AP 

In this April 11, 2016 photo, Hassan Hanafi Haji, a former journalist accused of belonging to Al-Shabaab and
involvement in the killings of five Somali journalists, is tied to a wooden post as he is prepared to be executed by fir-
ing squad, at a police academy in the capital Mogadishu. — AP 

Journalists face murders but keep working

Leicester city fans celebrate outside the King Power Stadium in Leicester in
central England yesterday after the team won the English Premier League
on Monday.  — AFP 


