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As a result, the Assembly will discuss in its sessions
next week the copyright law, a draft law allowing the
government to naturalize up to 4,000 stateless people
this year, the anti-money laundering law and others, MP
Lari said. He said the Assembly might discuss amend-
ments to the public tenders law if the financial affairs

committee completes its report. Head of the Assembly’s
educational committee MP Awdah Al-Awdah said yes-
terday the panel discussed with owners of some private
schools the issue of raising school fees. He said the dis-
cussions will be completed on Monday. The committee
also debated the private education draft law and will
complete it later. It also discussed articles of a draft law
to regulate government universities.

No visa transfer from govt contracts...
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women, whose workforce participation - though still
relatively low - has risen over the past few years. But the
kingdom has some of the world’s toughest restrictions
on females and is the only country where they are not
allowed to get behind the wheel.

With limited public transport, women must rely on
relatives to transport them, or pay a driver if they can
afford one. While Saudi women “are highly qualified”
and “ready to work”, the work environment “is not yet
that good for them” but will improve, Haqbani said on
the sidelines of the Euromoney Saudi Arabia
Conference. Asked whether allowing women to drive
could help female employment, he said: “I don’t think
this is the reason for their participation” or not.

The issue in all cases is not one for the labor ministry.
“What I care about is the labor, work environment”
which the ministry is trying to improve, he said. A new
initiative called “telework” allows women in isolated
regions to work remotely in major cities, Haqbani said,
without clarifying how this is achieved. Women’s partici-
pation in the industrial sector is also rising, he said. “So
we are trying to provide them with a good environment
and less costly tools to encourage them to participate.”

Haqbani also vowed yesterday to ensure the Binladin
Group keeps a promise to resolve wage issues, amid
reports of thousands at the building firm facing unpaid
salaries and layoffs. His comments followed a Saudi
newspaper report on Monday that Binladin Group, one
of the world’s largest construction companies, was lay-
ing off 77,000 foreign workers. The report in the Al-

Watan newspaper was the latest alleging tens of thou-
sands of layoffs and unpaid salaries at the firm, which
built some of the Gulf country’s landmarks.

Saudi Binladin Group confirmed to AFP that some
staff have been let go, but refused to provide any fig-
ures. “The company promised to solve all the issues
related to the wages,” Haqbani said. He did not confirm
the number of affected employees but said the min-
istry’s “top priority” is to ensure they get their salaries
under the kingdom’s wage protection system. “Once we
notice a company delaying the salaries we will... send
our inspectors,” Haqbani said. 

He said foreign workers facing wage problems can
either stay with the company, transfer contracts to
another employer, or leave the country and assign
someone to follow their case with the firm. “The pay-
ment will never be forgotten even if they leave the
country... and we as a ministry of labor will continue
until we get the salaries of all the workers.”

Sources in March told AFP that delayed receipts from
the Saudi government, whose oil revenues dropped sig-
nificantly over the past two years, have left employees
of the kingdom’s construction giants struggling while
they wait for salaries. Saudi Binladin Group was also sus-
pended by the government from new public contracts
after a deadly crane accident in Makkah last September.
Staff at another Saudi construction giant, Saudi Oger
Ltd, have also complained of unpaid wages. Haqbani
insisted the problem was not widespread. “We still have
many expats coming to the country. Two cases will nev-
er be able to represent the situation of the labor market
in Saudi Arabia,” he said. — Agencies 

Saudi minister ‘not satisfied’ with female...
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The poll results show that on average, almost one in
three people surveyed paid bribes in dealings with courts,
while one in four paid bribes to police - and around half or
more of those who paid bribes to the courts and police
had to pay multiple times.

About one in five people surveyed said they had to pay
a bribe for public medical services. In Morocco, that figure
was 38 percent. Transparency International noted the case
of a man who called the watchdog’s local anti-corruption
hotline after he was told by a nurse to pay $60 in addition
to the hospital fee for his partially blind daughter to get an
urgent brain scan. He was advised to call the attorney gen-
eral’s office and two undercover officers returned with him
to the hospital, where the nurse was arrested and impris-
oned for two months.

Around 30 percent of people polled in Lebanon said
they paid a bribe for public services, while a staggering 92
percent said they thought corruption had increased. The
Lebanon part of the survey was conducted before an
eight-month-long trash collection crisis erupted in July
2015. Thousands protested and campaigners blamed cor-
ruption and government paralysis for the delay in solving

the problem. Speaking to AP over the telephone, Middle
East regional coordinator for Transparency International
Kinda Hattar said the institutions of justice and law
enforcement should be the least corrupt because they
should be the ones prosecuting corruption. “Unless the
government and the state work for the independence of
the judiciary ... then we will not be able to have a system
that builds trust with the people,” she said.

Though only nine percent in Tunisia and four percent of
respondents in Jordan said they paid a bribe in the year
preceding the survey, Hattar said there are often other
problems that exist in Mideast countries that cannot be
quantified and measured in surveys. One such issue, she
said, is nepotism, or what is known as a “wasta” in Arabic.
Getting a job or gaining access to public services can
depend on a person’s “wasta”, or relationship with someone
who is well-connected.

Report author Coralie Pring said the group was “particu-
larly worried” about Lebanon, a country that has been with-
out a president since May 2014, amid deep political divi-
sions. “Across a number of different questions the public
were very, very critical not only of government efforts in
fighting corruption but also of a perceived high level of cor-
ruption across the public sector,” said Pring.  — Agencies

Bribery for services rampant in Mideast
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Kurdish forces are deployed in Nineveh province, whose
capital Mosul is IS’ main hub in the country. IS attacked the
peshmerga in multiple areas of northern Iraq yesterday in an
attempt to “thwart the plan to liberate Mosul”, said Jabbar
Yawar, the secretary general of the autonomous Kurdish
region’s peshmerga ministry. Iraq’s Joint Operations
Command said IS overran the Tal Asquf area and that the
group employed suicide bombers.

Tal Asquf is a small Christian town whose population fled
in 2014. According to the Kurdistan Region Security Council,
the town was “completely cleared” of IS fighters later yester-
day. Romeo Hekari, who heads a Christian unit fighting IS
under peshmerga command, also said Tal Asquf was back
under full control. The United States announced last month
that it was deploying additional forces to Iraq, bringing the

official total to more than 4,000. The coalition is carrying out
daily air strikes against IS, and while most American forces
on the ground in Iraq play advisory and support roles,
Washington has also deployed special forces to carry out
raids against IS, and US Marines to provide artillery support.
Two US military personnel had already been killed by the
jihadists in Iraq: An American Marine by rocket fire in March
and a special forces soldier who died of wounds received
during a raid last October.

Obama repeatedly pledged that there would be no
“boots on the ground” to combat IS, but the administration
has since sought to define the term as meaning something
other than American forces being on the ground and in
combat. “They are wearing boots, and they are on the
ground, but that...  doesn’t mean that they are in large-scale
ground combat,” State Department spokesman John Kirby
recently told journalists. — AFP

IS kills US Navy SEAL

An Indian boy follows a herd of goats on a parched water pond in Kaushambi, nearly 25 km from Allahabad, India, yesterday. Much of India is reeling under a weeks-long heat wave and severe drought
conditions that have decimated crops, killed livestock and left at least 330 million Indians without enough water for their daily needs. — AP 


