
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2016

When is a Boot on 
Ground not a Boot 
on the Ground? 

Page 8

Gaza sewage poisons coastline, threatens Israel
Page 8

JAKARTA: Indonesian villagers thought they had been blessed
by an angel fallen from heaven when a beautiful doll washed
up on a beach-only to discover it was an inflatable sex toy.
Rapidly-spreading reports of a heavenly offering and fears of
possible social unrest prompted a police investigation.
Detectives who arrived in the remote spot soon punctured the
theory of divine intervention. “When our officers arrived they
saw that the ‘fallen angel’ was just a doll, it was a sex toy,” local
police chief Heru Pramukarno said. 

Villager Pardin, who like many Indonesians goes by one

name, found the doll when he was fishing off the remote
Banggai islands off Sulawesi in central Indonesia, police said.
The discovery in March came a day after a solar eclipse swept
across the area, a deeply spiritual experience in the world’s
most populous Muslim-majority country. This led supersti-
tious locals to believe the two events were linked. Pardin took
the partially inflated doll to his home in Kalupapi village,
where it was treated with great reverence. 

His mother gave the “angel” a fresh change of clothes and
new Muslim headscarf to wear every day, and pictures

showed it sitting up in a chair and accompanying locals on a
boat trip. Police decided to investigate after becoming con-
cerned the increasing excitement about the “angel” could
lead to unrest.”We were hearing many stories, such as that
the ‘fallen angel’ was crying when she was discovered,”
Pramukarno said. The problem, it seemed, was the remote-
ness of Kalupapi. “They have no Internet, they don’t know
what a sex toy is.”

After investigating, officers confiscated the doll and took it
to the local police station, a move they said was intended to

stop false rumors from spreading.  It is not the first time that a
sex toy has been mistaken for something else entirely. In
2012 a Chinese TV station reported a rare mushroom with
medicinal qualities had been discovered in a town during
drilling for a new well, only for viewers to point out that the
object was in fact a sex toy for men. Sex toys have also
sparked police alerts in the past. Several years ago police in
China’s Shandong province launched a rescue operation to
save what they believed was a woman drowning in a river,
only to discover it was actually an inflatable sex doll. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Interior Minister has launched a blis-
tering assault on “ignorant” Donald Trump after the
Republican presidential frontrunner vowed to free the doc-
tor who helped track down Osama bin Laden if he wins
office. Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan said the “government of
Pakistan and not Donald Trump” will decide the fate of
Shakeel Afridi, languishing in prison five years after his fake
vaccination program helped the CIA track and kill the Al
Qaeda leader. Khan spoke late Monday in response to an

interview with Trump on Fox News on Friday in which the
billionaire claimed that if he became president he would
have Afridi out of prison “in two minutes”.  “I would tell them,
let them (him) out and I’m sure they would let them (him)
out. Because we give a lot of aid to Pakistan,” Trump said,

adding that Pakistan “takes advantage like everybody else”. 
Pakistan has historically been among the top recipients

of US aid, receiving $633 million in 2015 according to
USAID and billions in previous decades.  But Khan said the
“peanuts” the US has given his country “should not be used
to threaten or browbeat us into following Mr Trump’s mis-
guided vision of foreign policy”. “Pakistan is not a colony of
the United States of America,” he said, adding that Trump’s
comment “serves to show not only his insensitivity but also
his ignorance about Pakistan”.

Afridi was accused of ties with militants and thrown in
jail weeks after bin Laden’s death in a US raid on the garri-
son city of Abbottabad on May 2, 2011. Details of Afridi’s
involvement are murky, but it is known that he ran a fake
vaccination program that helped obtain genetic samples
from the city which led the CIA to bin Laden. He was hiding
there under the noses of senior Pakistani military officers.
In response to Afridi’s jailing a furious US Senate commit-
tee voted to cut aid to Islamabad by $33 million — $1 mil-
lion for each year of his original sentence.

The sentence was later cut by 10 years, but since then US
pressure for Afridi’s release has tapered off. The doctor, who
has always maintained his innocence, has no access to a
lawyer and his appeal against the sentence has stalled. “We
believe he’s been unjustly imprisoned,” US State
Department spokesman Mark Toner said Friday when ques-
tioned about Afridi after Trump’s interview. He said the US
continues “to raise this issue at the highest levels” but has
been given no firm assurances by Pakistan over Afridi’s
release. Trump also said during the interview that US troops
should stay in Afghanistan “because it’s adjacent and right
next to Pakistan which has nuclear weapons”. — AFP 

Indonesian villagers ‘mistook sex toy for angel’

BANGGAI: This recent undated handout picture released by Indonesian police shows an Indonesian man holding a sex doll in Banggai in Sulawesi. Indonesian villagers thought they had been blessed when a beautiful doll turned up
on a beach, believing it to be an angel fallen from heaven, only to discover it was an inflatable sex toy.  —  AFP 

Islamabad blasts ‘ignorant’ Trump 
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TOKYO: A homeless rests under a pedestrian bridge in Tokyo on Constitution Day national holiday yesterday. — AP 

ROME: Stealing a little food should not be considered a crime
if you really need it, Italy’s highest court has ruled. Ukrainian
national Roman Ostriakov was living rough in the northern
Italian city of Genoa in 2011 when he was caught trying to
steal some cheese and sausage worth 4.07 euros ($4.71) from
a supermarket. He was found guilty of theft and sentenced to
six months in jail and a handed a 100-euro fine. The state pros-
ecutor appealed the sentence on a technicality, arguing that

he should not have been found guilty of theft, but rather
attempted theft, because he had been caught before he had
left the supermarket premises. But Italy’s Supreme Court
annulled the verdict. “The condition of the accused and the
circumstances in which he obtained the merchandise show
that he had taken the little amount of food he needed to over-
come his immediate and essential requirement for nourish-
ment,” it said in a written ruling. — Reuters

Stealing food not a crime if 

you are ‘homeless, hungry’


